Gary Nicholson, ~70, former 
alumni president, has died | 


Kenneth Gary Nicholson, °70, former President of the AMA Alumni } 
Association, died 4 April 2006 at the Halifax Regional Hospital in South fre 4 
Boston, Virginia. He was 54. * 

Nicholson — "Mister Reunion" — and his wife, Susan, were familiar faces 


at every reunion since the alumni association was formed the year he _ Gary 
graduated from Augusta. Full details begin on page 3. Nicholson, 
1970 Recall 


AMA Korean, Vietnam War vets 
are saluted, thanked at reunion 


Led by a retired Army helicopter pilot who had two tours 
of duty in Vietnam, the AMA Alumni Association at its 
annual reunion in Fort Defiance paid tribute to its alumni 
who were in uniform during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

Major Roger Messick, “52, AMA Battalion Commander 
his senior year, said that “the military did not lose the 
Vietnam War, we were not allowed to win it." He called 
AMA "both a victim and casualty of that war" and said that 
“the spiritual AMA will remain... into future generations." 
The full text of Messick's remarks begin on page 13. 

At a Saturday luncheon in the AMA* Gymnasium, the 
veterans of Korea and Vietnam were asked to leave the 
gym floor. In the foyer, they were met by an honor guard 
from the Virginia Woman's Institute for Leadership (Mary 
Baldwin) who led them back into the gym behind the colors 
of each service branch. As the Stonewall Brigade Band 
played from the balcony, the veterans heard Colonel Mal 
Livick extend to them "a very belated welcome home." 

Founder's Day Ceremonies preceded lunch 

The annual Founder's Day Ceremonies were held in the Stone Church Cemetery before the 
luncheon. There, Linda Roller Livick lauded her grandfather —- General Charles S. Roller, Jr. 
— for his belief that “there is no such thing as a bad boy." 

Following the lunch, the drill team from Massanutten Military Academy performed followed 
by an exhibition drill by the Roller Rifles. AMA alumni and MMA cadets then performed in a 
“knockout drill" which was finally won by a young Massanutten cadet. 

On Friday, golfers golfed while another alumni group had a tour of historic Orange County 
and a wine tasting. The annual awards banquet was held Friday night where three AMA Legacy 
Scholarships were given out and Clyde Ramsey, “49, was named the only 2006 winner of an 
AMA Alumni Medal. 

On Saturday afternoon, alumni shot in a sporting clay event. The day ended with a reception 
and dinner at reunion headquarters, the Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center in Staunton. 
There was dancing and partying until all hours and the winning bidders from the Silent Auction 
were announced. Coach Bill Ralph presided at the annual Sunday morning Prayer Breakfast. 

A wonderful weekend! Details begin on page 13. 


Major Roger Messick, °52 
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Dear AMA Friends, 


There is something unique and beautiful about Spring in the Shenandoah Valley! The trees, the birds, the 
mountains, the sights and sounds and rolling hills all remind us of how fortunate we are to be alive and to be 
bound to the past that we all share. 

Included in this beauty is the near 100 year old "Icon of the Valley" that we call Main Barracks or Big Barracks. 
Generations have traveled the trails, routes and highways of the area, accepting, enveloping and even possessing 
the facade of this historical building as something that always has been and always will be. Let's hope it remains 
the "Icon of the Valley” for future generations to enjoy. 

Reunion 2006 was delightful! We had perfect Chamber of Commerce weather for the entire weekend and the 
attendees were enraptured with the program. From the Thursday night opening reception to the Sunday morning 
prayer breakfast, the reunion was a success in any way it was measured. We owe many thanks to the Reunion 
Committee for their hard work and thoughtful planning. Please look at the "Thank You" list which begins on page 
32. | hope we have included everyone who should be on this list. If we omitted your name, please know that we 
appreciate what you do and let us know so we can thank you properly in the next Bayonet. 

Talks by Linda and Mal Livick were particularly heartfelt. Roger Messick's Saturday afternoon message about 
Vietnam was nothing short of incredible! The return of the Roller Rifles was a sight to behold! Another wonderful 
AMA experience! 

The Finance Committee has gained ground in its efforts to design and execute the protocol of handling our 
funds accurately and in a timely fashion. The AMA Alumni Foundation Board of Trustees approved a motion to 
hire a part time bookkeeper/accountant to effect the financial protocol which the trustees approved. This is a big 
step toward addressing our financial woes and launching a solid program to help fund costs associated with our 
AMA Museum. This has been a challenging, time consuming task, but finally it is close to final implementation. 
| must pass along my personal thanks to the Finance Committee, the Foundation Board of Trustees and the 
Foundation/Association Treasurer. 

There is something new inside to help us keep track of our fund raising. It is a combination bayonet and 
thermometer created by Bob Abrams, “48, who had a career as a Disney cartoonist and is a talented artist. If 
everyone who gets a copy of this Bayonet would contribute just 77 cents a week (about the cost of a 12 ounce 
soda), we'd reach our financial goal every single year! Please join your fellow alumni and Augusta friends in 
supporting what we do and watch The Bayonet as the bayonet/thermometer grows bolder and we assure the 
economic stability of our legacy. 


Garry Granger, 771 President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 


Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 
The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the 


Victor Gomez, “69, takes photos 
The AMA web page had more than 
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100 photos of Reunion 2006 within days 
of the reunion weekend, thanks to Victor 
Gomez, “69. (To see them, go to www. 
AMAAlumni.org). Our webmaster B. J. 
d'Orsay, *70, said that in addition to the 
reunion pictures, Gomez provided him 
with some two dozen shots of the new 
AMA Museum exhibits. "/ am going to 
use these to update the museum tour on 
the web," B.J. says. Bayonet readers will 
find photos by Gomez scattered through- 
out this issue. We thank him for provid- 
ing so much assistance in the photo- 
graphy department! 
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Gary Nicholson, ~70, former ~ ~~) a 
AMA Alumni President, dies ~— 


Kenneth Gary Nicholson, *70, former President of the Augusta Military 
Academy Alumni Association and the man known as "Mister Reunion," passed 
away 4 April 2006 at the Halifax Regional Hospital in South Boston, Virginia. He 
was 54 years old. 

Gary was a native of Upper Marlboro, Maryland where he was laid to rest. 
He had been a District of Columbia Metropolitan police officer advancing from 
foot patrolman to the Communications Division in the Department. He was part 
of the first 911 operation in the District. He retired from the Metropolitan Police 
Department in 1999 after 26 years of service. 

Nicholson was a five year man at AMA and his senior year was Captain of 
F Company. He was on the swim team, and played jayvee lacrosse and 
football. He was on the Privilege List for three years and marched in the Junior 
Roller Rifles. 

Long active in alumni activities, Gary was Vice President of the AMA Alumni 
Association and Chairman of the AMA Legacy Scholarship Committee before 
becoming President of the Association. He was a member of the AMA Medals 
Committee and a trustee of the AMA Alumni Foundation. 

AMA Alumni Association President Garry Granger, *71, said that "Gary's 
death weas a huge shock to us all. What can one say? We miss him now and 
we always will. No one had more of AMA in his heart than Gary Nicholson." 

He is survived by his wife, Susan, who with Gary performed gastronomical 
miracles at every recent reunion. Together, they would prepare wonderful food 
for the reunion attendees including their famous barbecue. Gary purchased a 
unit which came with him to every reunion and on which some outstanding 
barbecues were done. (See photo, below, left) 

He is also survived by his daughters Amanda 
Nicholson Cator and Meredith Anne Nicholson, a 
granddaughter, Brittney J. Cator, and his brother, 
Robert A. Nicholson. 

The family has requested that donations be made to 
the AMA Alumni Foundation in Gary's memory. 


AS USUAL, when Gary was in Fort 
Defiance, he was working. Here, he is 
working on labels for the museum. 
Below, left, manning his barbecue at 
Reunion 2004. 


LOWER SCHOOL LEADER - Gary receives his 
brass from his mother on a cold, windy October 
afternoon. The 1970 Recall said: "String bean 


Gary Nicholson worked off his energies in sports 
from his first year at AMA. Commander of the 
most difficult post-"F Troop" — Gary listened to 
his lads’ problems and strove for unity and 
achieved it.” 


The funeral homily for Kenneth Gary Nicholson - 7 April 2006 
Reverend Martha Bonwitt, Trinity Episcopal Church, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 


We are gathered together this afternoon to remember and celebrate the life of Kenneth Gary Nicholson. It seems to us that 
Gary was taken too soon - taken from his wife, Susan, daughters Amanda and Meredith, granddaughter Brittany and brother 
Robbie and from the scores of people who had the privilege of calling him “friend.” 

Gary was born and raised in Upper Marlboro living with his family on Rectory Lane. He attended Trinity Church during 
his youth and along with Robbie and some 20 other boys served as an acolyte at this altar. In this role, he was always 
dependable. Eventually Gary went off to Augusta Military Academy in Fort Defiance, the oldest military prep school in 
Virginia. Later in life, Augusta became a passion for him as he joined the AMA Alumni Association and worked toward the 
preservation of the school's history. 

His career in law enforcement was as a member of the District of Columbia Police Department. Over 26 years, Gary was 
a patrol officer walking the streets, doing shifts and holidays, struggling as our policemen do with balancing duty to his 
calling and his family obligations. He believed he was fortunate that he never had to shoot anyone. Gary was one of the 
officers responsible for staffing the 911 Unit when it was new to the District. 

But THE most important thing in Gary's life was his family. Susan and Gary's mothers worked together at the Court 
House here in Upper Marlboro. It became a little joke between the families that Susan, despite the difference in their ages, 
would some day marry Robbie Nicholson. Then, one day her mother told her that wasn't going to happen and that Robbie 
was going to marry someone else. Then the joke became that eventually she would marry Gary. Susan's Mom told her that 
wasn't going to happen either because Gary was now engaged to be married as well. Susan didn't think yery much about this 
since she was only a teenager. 

Then one day, Susan's family was invited to a picnic. The moment Gary and Susan saw each other, it was love at first 
sight. They were married as soon as Susan turned 16 and they have been together ever since. 

Gary was a man who loved deeply, adored his daughters and cherished his granddaughter, Brittany. Even the family dogs 
were recipients of his great affection. While he liked to project the image of a tough, macho guy, underneath the veneer was 
a heart of compassion and tenderness. While others seek to build up fortunes of wealth, Gary was ever so rich in the numbers 
of people who called him friend. 

Earlier we read together the words of the Twenty-third Psalm. It is one of the most treasured passages in all of the Holy 
Scripture. These thoughts are among the most comforting in the Bible, often being quoted in times of trouble or distress, 
and almost always being read when we gather in our church for a funeral. 

I suspect that most of you can relate to these words, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for Thou art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." We have had times like that in our lives, times 
when we were afraid for ourselves or for a loved one who seemed to be close to the shadows of death. I suspect that Gary 
may have felt that way over the past few years as his health declined and his body began to deteriorate. 

It would be so wonderful if God could simply promise us that we would never go through difficult times, but we all face 
adversity from time to time. Scripture affirms that we can expect troublesome times in life, and the Twenty-third Psalm 
voices such a concern. It does not say, "God will keep you from danger," but rather describes that there will be times, and 
they will come for all of us, when we feel like we are walking through a dark, dangerous valley - a "valley of the shadow 
of death,” 

But what we are also told is that as we move through such times, God is with us. God is there to comfort and sustain us. 
"As I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for YOUR rod and YOUR staff comfort me." 

God is frequently described as being a shepherd who cares for and tends to a flock of sheep. The rod is used by a shepherd 
to ward off evil and to direct the sheep in the way they should go. The staff with its large crook at the end serves to support 
the sheep's body when it crosses a dangerous chasm. The Lord protects, guides and supports us. He does not send us through 
the dark valley with a cheery promise to meet us again on the other side. He goes with us every step of the way. 

Susan told me that through Gary's illness she was there with him, holding his hand, encouraging him and loving him. But 
what she and Gary may not have realized is that they were never alone. Not only did they have the prayers and support of 
other family members and friends, God was at their side like a shepherd who kept close watch over them. 

The Twenty-third Psalm ends with these words: "Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life and 
I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever." The end of our journey through life on earth is to be with God forever. In 
baptism, we are made members of the household of God and our destiny is made secure through faith. Sometimes the journey 
is filled with joy, sometimes it is very sad and lonely. Yet the promise that God has has already given us eternal life with 
Him sustains us in our journey and gives substance to our hope. 


To SP 
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BADGE #3767 - Taken in 1974, Gary is a D. C. HOMECOMING - Also in 1974, Susan's Homecoming Dance. 
Metropolitan police officer. She was 15 and Gary was 23. 


Gary Nicholson - 1951-2006 


17th ANNIVERSARY - Gary 
surprised Susan and took her 
! to the Poconos in 1988 where GRADUATION DAY - May of 1996 for Amanda's graduation party. Amanda 


! they renewed their vows. was 18, Meredith 15. 


GRANDDAUGHTER BRITTNEY, the pride of Gary's life at 


Christmas, 2002. 


A number of AMA alumni attended Gary's funeral. Among 
them: Ben Zinkhan, °60, and Joyce; Rod Willey, “51, Liz 
Hash, Sergeant Don Studer, Bill Klinck, “62, Goodloe 
Saunders, “57, Garry Granger, °71, Bob Harris, ‘54, Nick 
Syropoulos “69, Bruce Orenstein, “69, Lewie Kennett, 
“72, Gordon Metz, “68, Bill Scarborough, “69, and Willis 
Walker, °71. 


AT THE MIKE - Gary presides at the annual Awards 
Banquet during Reunion 2000. 


GARY'S BLOUSE is on disptay at the AMA 
Museum. Note the five vertical stripes on his 
sleeve - one for each year he was at AMA. 


GOODLOE AND GARY - Goodloe Saunders, 57, and Gary 
auction off a cake at Reunion 2000. There was nothing 
Gary would not do to promote the success of the Alumni 
Association and the annual reunions. 


ALL IN THE FAMILY - 
This photo was taken 
at Reunion 2002. Gary 
is flanked by his sweet 
wife, Susan, and his 
daughter, Meredith. In 
the background is the 
AMA Alumni House/ 
Museum where Susan 
and Gary worked for 
many productive hours 
helping to create one 
of America's very best 
small museums. 

How did Susan and 
Gary meet? In Susan's 
words: "My Mother and 
Gary's Mother worked 
together at the Court 
House in Upper Marl- 
boro, Maryland. | had 
never met Gary but 
when | was about ten years old, they used to say that _ house with all our food. Gary came in and my Mom 
Gary's brother, Robbie, was going to marry me some said to Gary, ‘This is Susan.' Though | was only 15 and 
day. But Robbie got engaged to someone else andthen Gary was 23, it was love at first sight. Gary hung 
they began to joke that Gary and | would someday _ around that day and we played chess. (I won!) On June 
marry. Well, on May 19, 1974, there was to be an office 17 he proposed. The minute | turned 16, we were 
picnic, but it rained. So we all went to Gary's Mom's __ married. We had 31 wonderful years together." 


Ho one hae even loved Augusta more than Gary Nicholoon. 
We showed it in so many ways. With his work on | 
the Alumni Wouse/ Museum. With his unmatched 
devotion to the AMA Alumni Association which he 
senued in myriad mays from committee and board 
member to the presidency. With the way he and 
Don Studer managed the PA. With the way he and 
Susan gaue of themeclues in preparing food before 
and during a reanion. He was a long-time Trustee 
of the AMA Alumni Foundation. We served aa 
Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, We was 
the single polnt of contact with the reunion 
headguanters hotel. During a reunton, ae Cong 
as he was mobile, he was everywhere. In the 
Hospitality Room on the Hospitality Tent. In 
the museum. In the PX on helping owt with the 
Silent Auction. Or the “Wappy Cooker” at 
work! bt Reunion 2006, the realization that 
he and Susan were not there hit like a brith 
yet crept up on us like drifting fog. We 
wtssed him, of course, and we knew that he 
wae gone, but then we began te notice all 
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didn't get done on had to be accomplished by someane else. Tt was 
then, that we comprehended what a big hale he has left in oun hearts. 
We may neuen see his like again. 
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1943 

(Chris Harrison) 
Tony Layng has disappeared from 
our radar screen. The last Bayonet 
came back from his last known 
address undeliverable. Do you have a 
new address for Tony? Send to: 
AMA Alumni House, P.O. Box 100, 
Fort Defiance, 24437. Or e-mail to: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com. 


Chris Harrison writes to correct some 
errors in the Winter issue of The 
Bayonet: “Barb is my second wife. 
She and | have one son who is a 
lieutenant, USNR, and teaches at the 
Submarine School... | had four 
children by my first wife who is de- 
ceased... | am presently almost fin- 
ished ‘basic’ training in Community 
Emergency Response Team, part of 
the Citizens Corps, and | intend to 
pursue this course and others to help 
me be a good citizen responder in the 
event of a catastrophe... | work at 
Queen Anne's County High School 
and have since 199{ctisti@dmv.com] 


1947 
(Mike Welch) 
Goef Layng underwent knee surgery 
in April and is doing well at home in 
San Clemente, CA. (See SPOTLIGHT 
article beginning on page 51) 
[Layngtalks@aol.com] 


1948 
(NONE) 
Francis X. Fields had a bad fall in 
April and had some very bad bruises 
but no broken bones. He was in the 
hospital until his kidney functions 
returned to normal and is now on the 
mend at home. 


Bill Sanders was a 1952 graduate of 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, not of NC State. His wife, 
Stagg, wrote us with this correction 
which we are pleased to make. Bill 
passed away in 1995. 


Paul Bratton went into the hospital in 
March for a leg injury and suffered a 
stroke while there. He has since been 
moved to a health care center. Ruby 
says Paul loves to get mail and have 
visitors. Write to him or visit him at: 


Shenandoah Health Care Center, 
Room 114, 3737 Catalpa Avenue, 
Buena Vista, VA 24416. 

[Ruby.Bratton@TheHomestead.com] 


1949 
(Frank Spencer) 
Arnie Steinitz has gone missing. His 


GEEZERS AT GIZA - Double Click 
and a Bob at the Great Pyramid at 
Giza outside Cairo. Bob Bradford, 
“50, Ernest Click, “48, and Ed Click, 
“50, spent two weeks in March 
touring Egypt. 


last Bayonet came back undeliverable. 
Do you have a current address for 
him? Please send us an e-mail at: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


1950 
(Jim Lupton) 

Colonel Ron Sollod lives in Silver 
Spring, MD and does volunteer 
duty with the Youth Corps. Ron 
served two tours in Vietnam with the 
Air Force and when he retired, he 
became General Electric's rep- 
resentative in Korea (1985-92). He 
graduated from the University of 
Maryland and has an advanced 
degree from George Washington. 
Phone 301/592-8275. 


Ed Glover writes from Chapel Hill that 
he and Jean have a new e-mail 
address. [eglover3@cochill.net] 


Cas Moornig is among the missing. If 
you have a current address for him, 
please let us hear from you at: 
AMAAIumniHouse@aol.com 


1951 

(Frank Pilley) 
Bill Parnell and his wife, Barbara, live 
in Ocean Springs, Mississippi where 
he used to be in the shrimping 
business. He was not feeling well 
earlier this year, but is doing better 
now. 


Colonel Frank Pilley was under- 
standably happy when George Mason 
University made it to the Final Four in 
this year's NCAA Basketball Tourna- 
ment. "Some of the ball players are in 
my class," says Frank who teaches at 
GMU. [fpilley@msn.com] 


1953 

(Lew Mundin) 
Dr. Sam Martin writes to correct his 
college listing: “/ received a BS from 
Virginia Tech in 1958, an MS from 
Georgia Tech in 1961, and my Ph.D 
from Georgia Tech in 1964." Sam was 
a professor at Georgia Tech 1963-98. 

[csammartin@comcast.net] 


1957 
(Goodloe Saunders) 
Goodloe Saunders was volunteering 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


CLASS OF °53 - John Fox, Dr. Sam Martin, Bill Kivlighan, Lew Mundin and 
Tommy Simmons - together again. 


CLASS OF ‘56 - Humberto Perez 
from Dallas and Sergio Fernandez 
from Westwood, NJ. 


at the AMA Museum on Saturday in 
May when he got word that his wife, 
Brenda, had taken a nasty spill from a 
horse on their Afton farm. Brenda had 
two breaks in her upper right arm and 
lots of bruises and thankfully is re- 
covering 


1958 
(NONE) 

Fred Womer attended AMA from 
1952 until 1958. He would have grad- 
uated with the Class of 1961, “but 
unforeseen circumstances cut short by 
three years my stay at Augusta. 
Nevertheless, | have some great 
memories." Fred served as a Marine 
in Vietnam. 

[fswomer1@comcast.net] 


1960 
(Luke Snyder) 
Frank Williamson has weathered a 
couple of medical storms recently: 
"Last November, | had major surgery 
on my left ankle to remove scar tissue 
and bone fragments from an old 
injury... Unfortunately, they had to go 
in again this past February... In the 
meantime, my PSA level shot up and 
in January, | had to have radical 
surgery to remove my cancerous 
prostate... | am stronger every day 
and thank my sweet Bev and all the 
AMA folks who called and sent ‘get 
well’ cards." _—_ [frank bev1@aol.com] 


Ben Zinkhan was busy at the 
reunion, as usual, but his sweet Joyce 
was nowhere to be seen, and with 
good reason. She was in North 
Carolina with a brand new grandbaby! 
As soon as the reunion was over, Ben 
joined her there. Congratulations to 
the very proud grandparents! 
[BZinkhan@aol.com] 


1961 
(Jack Steele) 
Joe Burnett has worked with Boeing 
for the past 17 years. Prior to that he 
spent 20 years in the Air Force, ten in 
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heavy ground radar and ten more in 
AWACS which led to his current 
employment with Boeing. Joe and his 
wife, Tina, who also works for Boeing, 
live in Chattaroy about 20 miles north 
of Spokane. [just_joe@hotmail.com] 


Steve Speciale has a new snail mail 
address: P. O. Box 430, Oriental, NC 
28571. [seaspeciale@earthlink.net] 


Roger Boyce used his stepfather's 
last name - Hull - when he attended 
AMA. He was at Augusta in the Fall of 
1960 and the Spring of 1961 only, but 
he is as much an alumnus as anyone 
else! He lives in Woodbridge, VA. 
[rboyce01@comcast.net] 


Mac Coiner reports that Toby Elder's 
mother passed away right after the 
reunion. Toby was with her during her 
last days while the reunion was going 
on. We hope that Toby knows that he 
has our sympathy. 


1962 
(Bob Gebeaux and Bob Ridgeway) 
Dean Burns spent six years at AMA. 
He remembers fondly Mrs. Davis who 
taught him in the Junior School. 
[msgburns@juno.com] 


Bob Ridgeway is the Fire Chief for 
the City of West Palm Beach. 
[RRidgeway@wpb.org] 


1963 
(Mike Basto) 
Phil Casey writes from Lynchburg 
that he has a new e-mail address. 
[pcasey492@hotmail.com] 


Cecil Cease has moved and left no 
forwarding address. Do you have an 
address for him? E-mail us at: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


1965 
(NONE) 
Ted Schroeder, Les Tibbetts and 
James Mahoney are all AWOL. Do 
you have a good address for them? 
Write: AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


Lou "Ozzie" Osborne and his family 
have moved into their new home on 
the Northern Neck of Virginia. They 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 
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are at Whitestone near Carter's 
Creek and the Rappahannock. Ozzie 
retired from Verizon in 2003. He has 
three grandchildren "and it is a joy to 
live so near to them... but |! get in 
trouble when | buy them too much 
ice cream or too many M&Ms." 
[wlo@mail.com] 


1966 
(NONE) 
Richard Lassiter teaches graphic 
arts at Culpeper County (VA) High 
School. He has a son (38), two 
daughters (15 and 11) and two 
granddaughters (six and five). He 
lives in Orange County and owns the 
Balanced Living Institute. Richard is 
also on the board of the Americana 
Leadership College and the Inner 
Peace Movement. 
[rhlassiter@mac.com] 


1967 

(Mac McInnis) 
Rafael Salazar operates a limousine 
service in Mill Valley, CA across the 
Golden Gate Bridge from San Francis- 
co. He says he'd be happy to accom- 
odate any AMA alumni who want to 
tour the California wine country, 
Carmel, Sonoma or Monterey. And he 
has a new e-mail address. 

[Sauslimos@comcast.net] 


John Botcheller and Nancy are on 
their way back to South Korea. Since 
late 2003, John has been Executive 
Vice President for Providian Financial 
headquartered in San Francisco. He 
returns to Seoul as Chief Financial 
Officer for CitiBank. (See photo on 
page 36) [Botcheller@aol.com] 


The Class of 1967 had seven alumni 
at Reunion 2006 and no one thought 
to get a picture of them together. Sad 
but true. Those from the Class of “67 
at the reunion were John Botcheller 
from San Francisco, Rob Carson from 
Midlothian, VA, Tom Forrer from 
Charlottesville, Gordon Metz from 
Martinsville, VA, Mac Mcinnis from 
Richmond, Alan Poole from Minot, 
North Dakota and Rick Smail from 
Park City, Utah. Alan Poole says he 
also plans to be back next year for his 
class’ 40" anniversary - all the way 


CLASS OF °71 - Scott Rosensteen from Baltimore, Willis 
Walker from Portsmouth, Mark Femrite from Blacksburg, 
Garry Granger from Double Oak, Texas, "Scootch" Melcher 
from Cleveland and Joe Berman from Norfolk. Missing when 
the photo was taken were Phil Myers from Falls Church and 
Dave Rackley from Lawrenceville, Georgia. 


from North Dakota! 
1968 
(Gordon Metz) 
Andy Turner lives in Broadway near 
Harrisonburg. He has a new e-mail 
address. [andy@masondodge.com] 


Gary Jenkins is among the missing. 
His last Bayonet came back undeliver- 
able. If you have his address, write: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


Colonel Bill “Bronco” Lane has 

retired from the Army but is staying on 

in Korea as a civilian employee. 
[bronco.lane@us.army.mil] 


1970 
(Harry Campbell) 

lan McKnight is starting at the Law 
Enforcement Training Academy in 
August with the goal of going fulltime 
with the Morro Bay, California Police 
Department. Says he, "It is never too 
late to follow your dream... Thanks to 
AMA for the training and discipline 
which enabled me fo make this 
decision." lan has moved to 1450 15th 
Street, Los Osos, CA 93402. Phone 
805/310-3033. 

[ukenshoot@msn.com] 


Keith Lobach works for PPL, a power 


company in 
northeast 
Pennsylvania. 
He has been 
with PPL for 
30+ years and 
is now in a 
supervisory 
position. For 
some 13 
years, he was 
a parttime 
police officer 
in Lehigh 
Township. 
Keith has 
been married 
three times, 
has three 
children, and 
is engaged to 
Debbie hoping 
that the fourth 
time will be a 
charm. 

[kelobach@pplweb.com] 


1971 
(Garry Granger) 

Gary Cripps lives in Milford, DE 
where he is employed by the Dela- 
ware Electric Cooperative. He says, 
"The name that was reported as being 
on the Vietnam Memorial is that of my 
brother, George, not me. | am alive 
and well." 

[gcripps@decoop.com] 


1973 
(Jim Atkinson and Joe Garry) 
Danny Mishaan lives in Guatemala. 
He was in F Company in 1972 and 
1973, plus summer school. 
[damishS@yahoo.com] 


Barry Fiege's mail is being returned. 
Do you have a current address for 
Barry? AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


Dr. Eduardo Prado Ayau has a 
dental practice in both North Palm 
Becah, FL and in Guatemala. He 
specializes in aesthetic and sedation 
dentistry and implants. His U.S. office 
is at 784 U. S. Highway One, Suite 
210, in North Palm Beach. 561/630- 
8180. 

{epradoayau@belisouth.net] 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


FLAGS UNFURLED - Mike Allman, °74, and Caroline visit the AMA Museum. 
They live in York, PA. 


theirsummer 
football 
camp. Will 
also. par- 
ticipated in 
the UVA 
annual 
spring game. 
Given his 
choice, Will 
would like to 
go to 
Virginia, but 
Brett says he 
needs to 
keep his 
grades up to 
do that. 
[classicrider 
@gmail.com] 


CLASS OF °76 - Kirk Pope from Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, 
Jim Mitchell from Pittsburgh, Paul Peters from Fawn Grove, 
Pennsylvania, Scott Gilliam from Front Royal, Mike Payne from 
Rome, Georgia and Dave Langley from Gettysburg, Penn- 
sylvania. Missing were "Beat" Sterling and Larry London. 


1976 
(Jim 
Mitchell) 
Mike Arrington writes that Ed Iskow, 


1975 
(Brett Thompson) 
Steve Hemphill lives in Kent, England 
and would like to hear from fellows in 
his class. _ [sdndriver1@yahoo.com] 


Brett Thompson says that his son, 
Will, has gotten a letter from the 
University of Maryland inviting him to 


“79, contacted him after reading in 
The Bayonet that Mike is losing his 
eyesight. "He sent me a nice note and 
gave me lots of encouragement which 
| needed fo hear," says Mike. 
Arrington lives in Madison, Alabama 
near the U. S. Rocket and Space 
Center in Huntsville. 
[Michael.A.Arrington@nasa.gov] 
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1982 
(NONE) 
Paul Turner writes that he fenced for 
Colonel Hoover in 1981-82 and would 
like to get in touch with Beneventi, 
McMahon and Hugget. 
[hkox501@aol.com] 


Carlos Febres was very happy to get 
the Spring 2006 Bayonet delivered to 
him in Merida, Venezuela. "/ treasure 
every issue... They are very important 
to me. AMA rules forever," he says. 
[febresdaniel 
@cantv.net] 


1985 

(NONE) 
Phil Sansone would have been in the 
Class of 1985 had the school not 
closed the year before. "! had been at 
AMA for three years when it closed. 
You can imagine the impact on me at 
that time of my life." Phil is in the 
mortgage business in Los Angeles. 

[JVonburen@aol.com] 
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Do you have news about yourself 
or a classmate for Class Notes? 
Please send to: The Bayonet 

1460 Crocker Drive 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762. 
E-mail to: AMABayonet@aol.com 


Honor class agents 
for the 2007 reunion 


Eight classes will be honored at 
Reunion 2007 and six of them have 
class agents. Only the Class of 1937, 
which will celebrate its 70" anniver- 
sary, and the Class of 1982, which will 
celebrate 25 years as alumni, do not 
have class agents. 

Other classes to be honored and 
the class agents of record are: 

1947 - Mike Welch 

1957 - Goodloe Saunders 

1962 - Bob Gebeaux and 

Bob Ridgeway 

1967 - Mac McInnis 

1972 - Lewie Kennett 

1977 - Shawn Ogimnachi 
We need a 1937 and 1982 volunteer! 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


WE ALL REMEMBER WHAT 
OUR MARINES HAVE DONE 
FOR OUR COUNTRY 
IN THE PAST 


WELL, THEY ARE STILL 
DOING IT TODAY IN IRAQ! 


Colonel Larry Nicholson, ‘75, is commander of the 5th Marine 

Regiment in Iraq: 5,000 Marines and Sailors, 200 Soldiers, 3,000 

Iraqi soldiers and 1,500 Iraqi police. His four battalions are spread 
over an area that would cover Harrisonburg to Staunton with 


the big City of Fallujah in the middle. 


Colonel Nicholson has asked AMA alumni and friends 
to send parcels which can be. given to his Marines: 
music CDs, long distance phone cards, 
Gummy Bears, any kind of non-melting candy, 
playing cards and Skoal or Copenhagen. 
LARRY SAYS THAT IT IS MOST IMPORTANT 
THAT A NOTE BE ENCLOSED TELLING THE 
MARINES THAT YOU ARE PROUD OF THEM 
AND THE JOB THEY ARE DOING FOR US ALL! 


THE MAILING ADDRESS FOR THE PARCELS IS: 
COLONEL LAWRENCE NICHOLSON, USMC, COMMANDING OFFICER, 
5th MARINE REGIMENT, UNIT 40310, APO AP 96426-0310 
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Former First Captain 
Roger Messick salutes Korean, Vietnam vets 


while decrying what Vietnam did to America 


Roger Messick, “52, who served two combat tours as a 
helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War, returned to the 
AMA Gym stage where he delivered the valedictory 54 
years before to thank AMA's alumni who served in the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars while calling Augusta another 
casualty of Vietnam. 

Detailing his two tours of duty in Vietnam and how 
modern communications has taken tactical military 
decisions out of the hands of commanders on the ground, 
Messick concluded that the disparagement of the military 
and the burning of draft cards and American flags "started 
the downward spiral that today has made us a country of 
self serving me-ism, bad manners, limited ethics and low 
morals." He proposed a mandatory period of military 
service for every 19 year old with "No school deferments, 
no payoffs, no political pull." 

Speaking at Reunion 2006, Messick said that it is a 
"tragedy that young men and possibly young women can no 
longer have the opportunity to experience the AMA that we 
hold dear in our hearts." As he and Korean War veteran 
Clyde Ramsey, °49, read the names of the Augusta men 
killed in action in Korea and Vietnam, Messick said that 
“these are the real heroes... not those who use movie 
screen popularity to berate our country. Instead of being 
hailed as heroes some of these should be escorted out of 
the country." 

Messick, a major when he left active duty, said that 
“Colonel Charles Roller and Colonel Tom Roller (viewed) 
AMA as a place where they could help young boys become 
adult men. | hope, somewhere up high, they know they 
have been successful... What exactly has AMA meant to 
me? The answer is simple and one word: everything!” 

Serving as First Captain his senior year at Augusta, 
Roger went on to the University of Kentucky where he was 
regimental commander of their ROTC unit. He set prep and 
SEC swimming records at both schools. He and Jean live 
in Prescott, Arizona where he retired after a 
second career as Chief Pilot for General 
Electric. 

Here follows the complete text of 
Messick’s remarks ending with the reading 
of the names of Korean and Vietnam War 
KIAs by Messick and Ramsey: 

oooo G6 

In thirty-three days it will be exactly 

fifty-four years since | stood on this stage % 


FORMER FIRST CAPTAIN ROGER MESSICK, °52, speaks 
at the Saturday luncheon during Reunion 2006. 


answer is simple and one word, EVERYTHING! Yes, my 
parents instilled in me the core values by which | would live 
my life, but it was AMA that molded these core values and 
provided me with the tools to succeed. Definitely, AMA 
gave me my head start in life! 

This year at this reunion, we are paying tribute to AMA 
alumni who served in the Korean and Vietnam wars. 
Regardless of what they were called at the time, "Police 
Action" or "Conflict", both were wars! When 33,686 men 
and women lose their lives in Korea, and 58,178 Vietnam, 
that's war, pure and simple! | cannot speak with authority 
about Korea because during that war | was attending AMA 
and the University of Kentucky, but | did serve two tours in 
Vietnam. 

During my first tour 1962/63, there were less than 8,000 
Americans in country. In 1965/66, there were over 400,000, 

soon to be 535,000. My branch was Infantry, but 

| was in Vietnam to fly helicopters. Today, | 
would like nothing better than to give you a 
different understanding about Vietnam, 
provide you with a thought or two about 
what went wrong, and mention some of the 
consequences Vietnam has had on our 
country. A tall order for the next twenty 
!, minutes, so I'll begin with a few personal 
3° experiences, I'll interject a theory or two, and 


and delivered the farewell address forthe 4; Ri oA since no speech is complete without one, I'll 
Class of 1952. It was an honor for me then, “Nr AssociA* express an opinion, but any opinion or theory | 


but today I'm truly honored to speak before my fellow 
alumni, their families, and the many friends of AMA. | will 
do my best to make this speech interesting! 

In the fifty-four years since | graduated from Augusta 
Military Academy, what exactly has AMA meant to me? The 


express will be mine alone! With this understanding, 
let's begin. If | were to title my speech it would be Vietnam, 
The beginning of the end, and beginning. You're probably 
wondering what | just said, and it will become clear, but 
first, I'd like to talk about early Vietnam. 


14 Summer 2006 


Vietnam started for me in September 1962 when | was a 
rifle company executive officer stationed in Hawaii. | was 
hoping to command that company in about a month, but 
instead one month later | was in Pleiku, SouthVietnam. 
Pleiku, is in the Central Highlands of Vietnam and the home 
of the 81% Transportation Company, my new duty 
assignment. The 81® flew the tandem rotor banana shaped 
H-21 helicopter and was one of five H-21companies located 
throughout 
Vietnam. Our 
location was well 
north of other 
companies, so 
we flew mostly in 
the mountains. In 
1962, the H-21 
was a ten year 
old helicopter 
considered 
difficult to fly and 
difficult to main- 
tain. Pilots loved 
or hated the old 
girl, but inspite of 
her age, she 
could carry up to 
20 Vietnamese 
soldiers, or a 
sling load of four 
thousand pounds. 
By comparison, 
the one squadron 
of Marine H-34 helicopters using the same type engine 
could carry a heavier sling load, but only twelve Vietnamese 
soldiers. | personally loved the H-21, | considered her a 
challenge to fly well, and she never let me down! 

My first two nights in Vietnam were spent in the heat and 
humidity of Saigon, and even with air conditioning it was 
hot, but my first night in Pleiku, even with a blanket, it was 
cold. Mostly, it was my first day in Pleiku | remember so 
well, That day, | flew four hours of proficiency training with 
ademanding hard nosed instructor pilot, and this along with 
my sleepless night before, made me ready for an early bed 
time. So after dinner, | was not excited to hear we had a 
mandatory Officer's Call to attend. 

Quick promotion to captain 

After ten minutes of administrative details that seemed 
like an hour, the company commander announced to my 
complete surprise, “Captain Messick will be the new 
Platoon leader of the Second Platoon." Before | could 
remind the major | was a first lieutenant, he began reading 
orders that promoted me to captain a good six months 
before | expected. He extended his congratulations and 
ended the meeting by ordering all officers to a promotion 
party courtesy of the new captain. My surprise party was a 
success, lasted until 2 AM, and cost me $200 when soft 
drinks were a dime, beer fifteen cents, and mixed drinks a 
quarter. In case you're wondering, the major declared 
through necessity the following day a “no fly day.” 

What was the mission of an H-21 Company in early 


MESSICK AND CLYDE RAMSEY alternated reading the names of the Korean 
and Vietnam War KIAs at the salute to AMA veterans of both wars. 


Vietnam? Primarily, we flew supply and troop haul missions 
for MACV (Military Assistance Command, Vietnam). We 
also worked closely with four Special Forces teams located 
in our area and Bill Grace, “50, was the team leader at Plei 
Mrong 40 kilometers west of Pleiku. From start to finish 
there would be over 12,000 helicopters, half of which were 
destroyed. There were 45,000 helicopter pilots, many 
serving two tours and some even three. There were 2,200 
helicopter _ pilots 
killed in action, 
and AMA had two 
of those. 

Most of our 
supply effort was 
centered around 
a badly con- 
ceived and poorly 
initiated program 
that consolidated 
small Montagnard 
tribes into large 
compounds for 
security. In this 
case, security 
was just another 
word for control. 
Montagnards 
were the proud 
but primitive 
tribes people of 
Vietnam who 
lived much like 
our early American Indians. They were transits, lived off the 
land, and were good hunters. They were also fearless 
fighters and loyal when treated with respect, but this 
consolidation effort known as the Strategic Hamlet Program 
blundered badly by using Vietnamese soldiers to provide 
this so called "security." Vietnamese were extremely 
prejudiced against the Montagnards, and Montagnards 
totally disliked the Vietnamese. Consequently, this program 
was doomed to fail. Keeping four large Montagnard 
compounds supplied with rice, pigs, chickens, medical 
supplies, and a fermented fish sauce called nuckmam was 
a full time job. Nuckmam was used over rice and had a 
strong odor, but to put it in proper perspective, it stunk! 

In order to save weight on our helicopters we removed 
the doors. In forward flight, air would flow into the back 
door through the fuselage and out the cockpit windows. 
Occasionally, a crock of nuckman would break and the odor 
was so bad one pilot would fly holding his breath while the 
second pilot hung his head out the window gulping in fresh 
air. When the flying pilot couldn't hold his breath any longer, 
he would click the mike button two times and the other pilot 
would take over. So it was heads in, heads out flight for the 
next 20 minutes. Smelied bad, yes, but the taste on rice 
was quite good. 

Normally flew in pairs 

To accomplish our supply missions, we normally dis- 

patched four to six aircraft a day, but regardless, we always 
(continued on page 68) 


Expresses three regrets 
Colonel Livick welcomes 
Korean and Vietnam vets 


The luncheon was over and Roger Messick, “52, had 
completed his remarks to the assembled alumni in the AMA 
Memorial Gymnasium. Alumni Association Vice President 
and Reunion Chairman Luke Snyder, “60, then asked the 
veterans of the Korean and Vietnam Wars to leave the 
gym's main floor. They were accompanied to the gym foyer 
by cadets from Mary Baldwin College who then took the 
flags for each of the services and, to thunderous applause, 
led the veterans back into the gym where they were 
greeted from the podium by AMA's longtime Superintendent 
Colonel Malcolm Livick. 

Colonel Livick said that he regretted that the staff and 
administration at AMA 
were so very concerned 
about the Vietnam War 
and its effects on 
America's culture and 
the threat to military 
schools everywhere that 
"we did not pay enough 
attention to our alumni 
who served in that war 
and the Korean War." 
He recalled the first 
time he stepped into the 
Front Arch in 1955 
where he noticed three 
plaques honoring AMA's 
war dead from World 
Wars One and Two and 
the Korean War. He 
also remembered the 
annual Armistice Day/ 
Veterans Day ceremonies at AMA as a highlight of each 
school year. 

The complete text of Colonel Livick's remarks follow: 

"We are gathered here on a solemn occasion, but | 
imagine that some of the cadets who were here from the 
mid ‘60's on are thinking, ‘Here's Colonel Livick speaking 
to us again right after lunch.' (Laughter) 

| have many memories of AMA every single day. | drive 
by the school on Route 11 every day and can't help but 
think about other days when the school was open. 
Yesterday, | had finished doing some lawn work when the 
sound of drums rolled up the hill to our house. It was the 
Roller Rifles practicing for their exhibition later today. | 
mean no offense to Massanutten, but AMA always had the 
best drill team around. (Applause) 

Late in 1955, | came to AMA to begin my career as a 
teacher and coach. | almost didn’t get in since | was in 
civies and Doc Savedge thought | was a salesman! But | 
finally did get in to begin my career as an AMA coach and 
teacher. That first day at AMA was also the first time | saw 
the three plaques in the Front Arch honoring the AMA 


Colonel Livick at the podium 
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HONORED - AMA alumni who are veterans of the Korean 
and Vietnam Wars stand behind a Color Guard at the 
front of the gym as Colonel Livick welcomes them home. 


cadets who died in World War One, World War 
Two and the Korean War. 

| am sure that every cadet in the room will 
remember when the Cadet Corps would form on 
the blacktop on November 11 to commemorate 
Armistice Day and later Veterans Day. The 
Roller Rifles would form as an honor guard and 
at 11 AM the names were read from the plaques 
with designated cadets responding to every 
name read with: ‘Died on the field of honor, sir.’ 

Now, here we are more than 50 years after 
the first time | walked through the Front Arch. 
And | want fo teil you that | regret three things. 

Three regrets 

First, | am sorry that each year at Augusta — 
though we honored those who had died in these 
wars — we did not do enough to recognize those 
who served and survived. Yes, we would go to 
Harrisonburg every year and march in the 
Veterans Day Parade, but we did not have an 
event here at the Academy to honor all who served, and | 
am sorry about that. 

Second, | am sorry that those of us who were on the 
faculty and staff were so concerned about the Vietnam War 
and what it was doing to our country's culture and the 
danger it posed for military schools that we did not pay 
enough attention to our alumni who served in that war and 
in the Korean War. 

Finally, | am sorry that though we had formed an active 
alumni association in 1970, we were not able to be as 
successful as you are today. Perhaps — perhaps — if we 
had been successful in getting a strong alumni association 
in place, there would be AMA cadets marching in your 
honor today. 

Many of those who coached and taught you fellows are 
no longer with us, and | feel that they would want me, on 
their behalf as well as on behalf of those still living, to 
extend our appreciation to you for your service to our 
country and to extend to you a very belated ‘Welcome 
Home!" ooooc 6 
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Silent Auction at Reunion 2006 nets $4,000 


With American Airlines leading the way, the Silent Auction 
at Reunion 2006 turned in a few bucks over $4,000. Tom 
DelValle, °73, Vice President of American, donated two pair 

of roundtrip tickets wherever 
his airline flies. The winning 
bids were steals! Howard 
Rosenthal, “68, walked 
away with one pair of tickets 
for just $855 while Goodloe 
Saunders, “57, had a high 
bid of $920 for the other set 
of tickets. 
Silent Auction Chairman 
@® Dave Conrad, °59, said that 
he hoped the auction would 
have brought in more, but 
was pleased with what the 
auction did bring in. "We need the money badly," he said, 
"and the good thing about the Silent Auction is that there are 
no expenses for AMA. It all goes straight to the AMA Alumni 
Foundation." 

As usual, Ed Chauncey, “49, donated some beautiful 
things for the auction. Ed owns and operates Summer Hill 
in Culpeper where he offers antique prints and custom 
framing. Altogether, the several items that he donated 
brought in $1,000, the fifth year in a row that the purchase 
of Chauncey's gifts have topped the thousand dollar mark. 
Another faithful annual donor is Dwight Nitz, *74, owner of 
the Fields of Glory in Gettysburg. He donated prints, a cane, 
a knife and a bayonet among other things. Most were 
snapped up by eager bidders. 

Others making significant donations to the auction were 
Clyde Ramsey, “49, Jim Council, “49, Ben Zinkhan, “60, 
and George Holt, “60. On the buying side, Ramsey and Dr. 
Richard Whittaker, *72, were the top bidders after the 
airline ticket purchasers. 


8 years = $8,000 


The fabulous Tower of Power raised 
another $1,000 at this year's reunion. 
Now in its 8" year, the Tower has earned 
more than $8,000 — more than $1,000 
each year. 

The brainstorm of Frank Williamson, 
60, the Tower — made to replicate the 
Main Tower at Big Barracks — contains a 
bottle of Virginia Gentleman slowly aging 
to perfection for the last two surviving 
AMA alumni to enjoy together. At each 
reunion, Frank and his cadre of ducat 
pushers sell chances on several bottles of 
Virginia Gentleman which are awarded at 
the reunion. 


Silent Auction Chairman Dave Conrad, ‘59, announces 
the winning bidders. 


Some buy long strings of tickets while 
others purchase only one or two at one 
dollar each. Frank had ticket sellers 
working the receptions, the Awards 
Banquet on Friday night and the 
Saturday night dinner party. 

"We get lots of participation and it 
seems to be fun for many of our folks,” 
Frank says. 

Ben Zinkhan, “60, John Hash, °75, 
and others prowled the Friday night 
banquet selling tickets up to the very 
moment of the first drawings. One 
winner was Steve Trent, ~70, who 
claimed his prize with a chain of tickets 
around his neck. 
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Founder's Day 
Linda Roller Livick remembers her escalate 


Under a bright Valley sun with the 
music of robins welcoming spring in 
the background, AMA alumni and 
friends paid homage to AMA's 
founder and his sons in the Augusta 
Stone Church Cemetery during 
Reunion 2006. General Charles S. 
Roller, Junior's granddaughter, 
Linda Roller Livick — who was 
raised by the General and his wife — 
paid a special tribute to "The Big 
Boy" in remarks at his gravesite. A 
color guard from the Virginia 
Woman's Institute for Leadership at 
Mary Baldwin presented the colors 
while the famous Stonewall Brigade 
Band provided appropriate music. 

Chaplain Frank Spencer, °49, 
read the names of those who have 
passed away since the 2005 re- 
union, his voice cracking when he 
came to Gary Nicholson, Class of 
1970. Nicholson was a former 
President of the AMA Alumni Asso- 
ciation who passed away in April. 

Mrs. Livick recalled that her father 
— Charles S. Roller, Ill, for whom 


REMEMBERING THE BIG BOY - Linda Roller Livick speaks to the crowd 
gathered in the Stone Church Cemetery to honor AMA's founder and his sons, 
one of whom was her grandfather General Charles S. Roller, Jr. A cadet from 
the Woman's Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College protects Old 
Glory from a frisky Valley breeze. 


the Roller Rifles is named — was 
killed in an automobile accident in 
1938 when she was but 18 months 
old. "For the rest of his life, my 
grandfather became my ‘Daddy’ and 
he and my grandmother gave me so 
very much," she said. She remembers 
going on rides with General Roller in 
the Gray Ghost "across fields where 
cars were not supposed to go” and 
standing "with him at Sunday Dress 
Parades to take the review." 

After Chaplain Spencer had fin- 
ished reading the names of those who 
passed away since Reunion 2005, 
Phil Myers, “71, once more played 
Taps as it is supposed to be played, 
followed by a single cannon shot. 

AMA was founded by Professor 
Charles S. Roller soon after the Civil 
War. It was Professor Roller's wife, 
Rosabelle, who walked into his 
classroom one day to announce that 
school was out for the rest of the day 
and that hereafter 8 May, Professor 
Roller's birthday, would be known as 
Founder's Day. 2007 will mark the 
100th anniversary of Professor Roller's 


death. AMA Alumni President Garry 
Granger, ‘71, said Professor Roller 
had “unparalled foresight in knowing 
that Confederate veterans would need 
schooling after the Civil War." Granger 
said that "Colonel Tom Roller set 
high academic standards at Augusta. 
He and Charles S. Roller, Jr. were 
icons to all of us whether or not we 
were at AMA in their time." 

Luke Snyder, “60, and Frank 
Williamson, “60, laid a wreath at the 
Roller obelisk and the Stonewall 
Brigade Band played as the crowd left 
the cemetery. 

Linda Roller Livick's remarks follow: 

This place (the Stone Church 
Cemetery) is a special place to me 
and today is a special day to me. May 
8 is the date of Founder's Day at 
AMA. This was my great-grandfather 
Professor Charles S. _ Roller's 
birthday and my great-grandmother 
Rosabelle was said to have come into 
his classroom one May 8 in the 1880's 
to say that this would be a day to 
celebrate thereafter. 


As you cadets will remember, we 
always celebrated this event with a 
service here in the cemetery. After- 
wards, cadets had the day off and on 
a day like this some of them ventured 
over to the river for a swim where my 
grandfather or my husband would 
have to go and bring them back to the 


campus. 
|! want to talk with you about my 
grandfather — Major, Colonel or 


General Roller — and what he meant 
to me. As you all know, my father, 
Charles S. Roller, Ill, was killed in 
February of 1938. | was 18 months 
old and my grandfather became 
‘Daddy’ for the rest of his life. He and 
my grandmother gave me so much — 
my education, my religious beliefs, my 
love of country and my fellowman, my 
love for beauty and nature, for 
learning, for sharing, my love of 
animals, particularly dogs and horses, 
and my love for children and young 
people. 

Daddy was an active member of the 
Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church 
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where he served as a Deacon and an 
Elder. | remember going on rides in the 
‘Gray Ghost' and being able to steer 
across fields where cars were not 
supposed to go. The Ghost was first a 
1936 Dodge and later a 1947 Dodge, 
but it was the 1936 Dodge | liked best. 
It had the shift on the floor and was 
made the year | was born. 

Daddy liked to work the farm and he 
would take me with him when he 
hitched up the horses to cut or rake 
hay. He would take off his jacket and 
tie and go to work. Every Sunday, we 
came into the cemetery after church 
and he had me recite what was on the 
family grave 
stones. He was 
always telling me 
about family, his 
days as an AMA 
cadet and his 
days as a VMI 
cadet. | used to 
stand with him at 
Sunday Dress 
Parades to take 
the review. When 
| was about 16, 
he wanted me to 
stand with him 
and while | was 
embarassed, | 
did it. | remem- 
ber Daddy sitting 
under the goal- 
post nearest Big 
Barracks at 


Some of them were house-bound and 
couldn't get out and others couldn't 
afford to buy food. Granddaddy took 
care of them all. 

After | married, he was always a firm 
supporter of my husband, Mal, and he 
dearly loved his grandchildren. He and 
my grandmother enjoyed spoiling them 
with many treats and gifts. They called 
him ‘Big.’ 

| was blessed to have such a 
wonderful and caring grandfather. He 
loved everyone especially young 
people. He used to say that there is no 
such thing as a bad boy — that all a 
boy needed was to be shown the right 


his military dress was not always 
correct. He wore a white shirt with his 
uniform which was not regulation but 
no one ever told him. 

My grandfather touched many lives 
and he made a lasting impression on 
people. | know that you who are here 
today or attended Augusta in his time 
will remember this. He loved people no 
matter what your race or class. He 
always stressed to me that God 
created all people equal. 

On Friday, March 15, 1963, | took 
my four children — | only had four then 
— for an afternoon visit at White Hall. 
Daddy was sitting in the living room 

and when | came 

in carrying Todd 
who was just 
three and a half 
months old at 
the time, Daddy 
said to me, 'Give 
me that boy!’ We 
had a great visit 
and he told me 
how much he 
“loved his 
grandchildren. 
The next day 
was Saturday, 

March 16. Mal 

and | were called 

in the morning 
and told that 

Daddy had hada 

stroke. | was with 

him the rest of 


home football the day and you 
games and HONORING THE ROLLER FAMILY - AMA Alumni Association Vice President —©0U/d tell that he 
hearing the boys and Reunion 2006 Chairman Luke Snyder, ‘60, and his classmate and former 2S fighting to 
chant, ‘Take the come back. | 


ball to Big Boy.' 
In the fall of 
1962, he was still 
there under the 
goalpost for every home game. 

My grandfather loved Kiwanis and 
was one of the charter members of the 
Staunton Kiwanis Club, founded in 
1922. He attended Kiwanis every 
Monday and often went to the Capital 
District and international Kiwanis 
conventions. | was able to attend a lot 
of these meetings with him. 

| went to school in Staunton and he 
woiuld pick me up after school on 
Mondays. We would go to Walter's 
Produce in Staunton and Eddie 
Hanger's store in Verona to buy 
groceries for some of his many friends. 


Vice President Frank Williamson place a wreath at the Roller obelisk honoring 
AMA's Founder, Professor Charles S. Roller, his sons Colonel Tom and 
General Charles Roller, Jr. and other members of the Roller family. 


path. | know that many young men 
came to Augusta and never paid a cent 
while others paid what they could when 
they could. Some repaid Daddy by 
working at different jobs around the 
school. 

My grandfather was a wonderful 
story teller. He entertained me with 
many a tale and | think that they were 
true most of the time. He loved to ride 
and enjoyed being a member of the 
Glenmore Hunt. He was the Master of 
the Hunt in 1932. He loved to wear his 
Army uniform and only had a few 
civilian ‘outfits' as he called them. But 


was holding his 
hand when he 
went to meet his 
Maker at about 
eleven that night. The end of a 
beautiful life. On the day he was buried 
here, the rain fell as if all who had ever 
known him wept. 

Charles Sommerville Roller, Jr. was 
a wonderful grandfather. He gave me 
so much and | will always treasure his 
memory. He was one of God's great- 
est creations. 

| have to add one more thing. | was 
very fortunate 50 years ago to find the 
man who | have lived with for this past 
half century. Mal Livick is the other 
great man in my life." 
ooo o 0 


Ernest Click, "48, and Marge 
from Umatilla, Florida 


Jim Councill, “49, and Mary Alice 


Roger Messick, °52, and Jean 
from San Antonio, Texas 


from Prescott, Arizona 


COUPLES 
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Joe Berman, °71, and fiancee Laurie 
from Norfolk, Virginia 


Faye and Jim Meier, “55, 
from Fishers, Indiana “i z east 
Jane and Phil Wharton, “63, from Wise, Virginia 


AFTER THE CONTEST - The Roller Rifles and the Massanutten Military 

Academy Drill Team pose in the Triangle in front of the AMA Museum 
after their drill exhibitions during Reunion 2006. 

Photo by Jim Mitchell, “76 © 

= WINNER - A Massanutter cadet stands at 

c attention as Frank Williamson, “60 (with 

mike) honors him for winning last year's 

knockout drill. At left is Luke Snyder, “60, 


THE FINAL THREE - The knockout drill 
eventually got down to three soldiers. The 
last AMA man left standing was Tom 
Barnes, 72, from Las Vegas. 


READY TO COMPETE - Lined up for the knockout drill with the MMA 
Drill Team in front and the Roller Riders behind. Sergeant Major Helms 
put them through their paces. 
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Roller Rifles: "Pride on parade 7 


Chests out, chins pulled in, middle 
age spreads secured, the Roller 
Rifles took the field in the Clay Bowl 
and put on a premium performance 
unexplained when there was but one 
day of drill before the exhibition. 
AMA President Garry Granger, *71, 
called it "Pride on parade.” 

The pictures tell the story of a 
glorious Spring Day, an excited and 
supportive spectator base and a 
bunch of dedicated fellows who 
purchased their own uniforms and 
marched like they had been doing 
this every day since they left AMA, 
some of them nearly 40 years go! 

The Massanutten Drill Team also 
performed and in the final "Knockout 
Drill," an MMA cadet was the last left 
standing for the second straight year. 


But that mattered not: our guys were having fun and 
the hammering drum beat echoed off the ancient hills 
for all to hear. Colonel Livick heard the drum sounds 
“rolling up the hill" on Friday when the Rifles had their 
only drill and the sound sent warm shivers up his spine. 
Ditto for Saturday's exhibition which ended with a 
promise of more at the 2007 reunion plus maybe — 
maybe — an AMA Color Guard. Interested? Watch for 
the announcement in forthcoming Bayonets and when 
recruiting for next year begins, join the Roller Rifles! 


Photo by Jim Mitchel, “76 


Photo by Victor Gomez, “69 


Keeping the cadence, three drummers in Roller Rifle 
uniforms stood at the throat of the Bowl watching with 
pride as the marchers went through their paces. On bass 
drum, Steve Traylor, 72, of Germantown, MD; on tenor 
drum, Thom McCabe, °74, of Pine Plains, NY; and on 
snare, Billy Morales, "73, of Hummels Wharf, PA. 
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John Elliot Arthur, VI 
Leadership Winner 
Chesapeake, Virginia 
Son of 


John Elliot Arthur, V, ~75 


John is currently a sophomore at the Virginia Military 
Institute. He is maintaining a 3.4 GPA majoring in 
International Studies. The Arthur family has 
distinguished itself with five previous John 
Elliots all serving in the military and the sixth is no exception. 
He plans on entering the United States Army Infantry as a 
second lieutenant upon graduation. 


Like any teenager leaving high school, John had no clue 
John Anhur,v, What leadership was. However, combining his father's 
Class of 1975 influence with that of his studies and the ROTC, he is 
1975 Recall % = r 

creating path to becoming an exemplary leader in our 

military forces. This past year, he was a corporal in charge 
of leading "Rats in military training, teamwork and communication. He 
will be doing the same next year as a sergeant. His performance has 
been recognized by the Army as well. They have selected him to go 
to the Air Assault School this summer. 


A truly great leader doesn't know he or she is great, at least they don't 
let on that they do. John seems to fall into this category. His 
dedication to excellence is evident outside the military genre that is 
attributed to VMI. Dr. Robert Thompson, Professor of English at VMI, 
sees John's promise as well. His comments about John would have 
qualified him to be nominated to the Ad Astra Society at AMA: ~.(He) 
presses himself to succeed, he persues his educational goals earnestly, he 
works hard, he works constructively with others, he maintains a professional 
attitude, and he is a dedicated student willing to receive criticism." These 
accolades are backed with Dr. Thompson's selection of John to 
participate in a program to study environmental issues in the Canadian 
Rockies in Banff, Alberta. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO CADET JOHN ELLIOT ARTHUR, VI. 
2006 AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER FOR LEADERSHIP 


Worth $3,000 each 
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Three AMA Legacy =e eres are awarded 


The AMA Alumni Foundation presented three $3,000 scholarships 
to descendants of AMA alumni at the annual Awards Banquet during 
Reunion 2006. Scholarship Chairman Chris Meek, “84, said that the 
judge's decision was made more difficult by the quality of this year's 
applications. Audrey Hall of Jacob's Ladder judged the entries. 

Earning the scholarships were: 

+ John Elliot Arthur, VI, the son of John Arthur, V, °75 and a VMI 
sophomore; 

+ Casey Nicol, daughter of the late William "Rob" Nicol, °67, who 
plans to attend the University of Virginia; and 

+ Robert J. Sagmiller, grandson of Edgar Stokes Daniel, Jr., 49, who 
plans to attend Clemson University. 

The AMA Legacy Scholarships were 
awarded to Nicol and Sagmiller based 
on their academic records and to 
Cadet Arthur for leadership qualities. 
The stipends are paid directly to the 
educational institutions. 

For the first time in 2005, one of the 
three scholarship awards was based on 
activities and leadership and not en- 
tirely on the academic record. 


2006 

fl fi 
soars SOT 
ship stipend: Hie fathers, —- SCHOLARSHIPS 


John Arthur, Ill, °75. 


COOPERATION - At the mike is AMA Legacy Scholarship 
Chairman Chris Meek, °84. With him is Bruce Kemp who in past 
years has judged the scholarship entries and this year co- 
ordinated receipt of the applications, forwarding them on to GRATITUDE - Robert Sagmiller thanks the AMA 
Judge Hall. Alumni Foundation for his scholarship grant. He is 
the grandson of Edgar Stokes Daniels, Jr., §49. 


CERTIFIED - Scholarship Committee Chair- 
Chris Meek, “84, holds the certificate which 
certifies that Casy Nicol, daughter of the late 
"Rob" Nicol, “67, is a 2006 scholarship winner. 
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Casey Nicol 
Academic Winner 
Richmond, Virginia 

Daughter of 


William "Rob" Nicol, ~67 


Casey is a senior at the Maggie L. Walker School! for 
Government and International Studies. Her GPA at the 
time of her application was 4.81 out of a 
weighted scale of 5.0. 


She has taken many advanced placement courses that 
span the academic spectrum. 


Athletically, Casey participated in swimming, track and 
thetate  VOlleyball. She earned a very high honor for a scholar- 
rob Nicol, athlete: Honorable Mention in the All District Volleyball 


ch if 1967 * 
1967 recat 1eam for her academic prowess. 


Casey is a certified emergency medical technician (EMT) 
volunteering one night a week at a local rescue squad, 


After attending the Comfort Zone Camp in 1999 as a camper, she was 
inspired to become a camp counselor. 


This camp is a non-profit bereavement camp for children who have 
lost a parent or sibling. 


She has volunteered more than 500 hours as junior counselor and 
counselor since then averaging four weekends and one full week per 
year. 


Casey has been accepted at the University of Virginia and plans on 
attending Mister Jefferson's college this fall. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO CASEY NICOL, 
2006 AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
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Robert J. Sagmiller 
Academic Winner 
Mount Airy, Maryland 


Grandson of 


Edgar Stokes Daniels, Jr., “49 


Robert is a senior at Glenelg High School. At the time 
of his application, his GPA was a weighted 4.43 on a 
5.0 scale. = 


Robert has taken numerous advanced placement courses 
and is in the Gifted and Talented Program at Glenelg. 


Complementing his exemplary academic performance, 
Robert excels in the arts. His self discipline is quite evident. 
Edgar Danie, He began playing the violin in the third grade and he 
Class of 1949 Continues to this day. He maintains a rigorous practice 
1949 Recall , . A 

schedule while taking private lessons. 


Violin however is not his only artistic talent. He is also a gifted artist 
being the only artist selected in Howard County to be exhibited at the 
Maryland State House. 


Athletically, Robert participated in tennis and track. He admits to not 
being a natural athlete, but his obvious determination to succeed 
keeps him busy running year round both on the indoor and outdoor 
track team. Amazingingly, he even runs cross-country, Quite a feat for 
a sprinter! It is not surprising that his teammates elected him co- 
captain of the team. 


Robert is a member of the Christian Service Brigade, an organization 
quite similar to the Boy Scouts. He, along with his father, enjoys 
volunteering at a Baltimore soup kitchen called ~Our Daily Bread’ 
organized through their church. He also tutors students who are falling 
behind at the middle school which feeds his high school. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO ROBERT SAGMILLER, 
2006 AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
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OUT FOR THE EVENING - Brennan Metz appears to be en- 
joying the evening at the Saturday night party during the 
reunion. Five and a half months old when this photo was 
taken, he's being held by his Dad, Chip. Grandpa Gordon 
Metz, “68, and Brenda are very proud! 


for it. 


school. 


Clyde Ramsey's response 


To say that | am overwhelmed would be classic 
understatement! This is such a surprise and | thank you 


My wife was a woman who had many commitments 
and none was more important than helping give people 
a chance at life. She was honored to be a member of 
the Roller Society and she thought doing something for 
the Blue Ridge Community College here in Augusta 
County would be an asset to AMA. We can give some 
young people a chance to be something in life. 

When | came to AMA, Colonel Roller saw that | 
needed a scholarship and so he gave me one my first 
year. And when | came back the next year, he gave me 
another scholarship, so | feel a big obligation to our 


While AMA no longer exists as a school, we want the 
people of Augusta County to know that AMA is alive in 
our minds and hearts and spirits. With the program at 
the community college we can hope that AMA will be 
long remembered. It was founded in 1865 and while we 
may not be here then it is nice to think that AMA's spirit 
will still be alive in 2065. z 

For many years, | had lost my AMA class ring but 
now | have found it and | have put my college ring 
away. | am wearing my AMA ring and | look forward to 
volunteering at the museum. If | don't go on my own I'll 
probably be dragooned or impressed! 

Thank you again for his honor on my behalf and on 
behalf of my wife. 


Nicholson, Snyder 
continue scanning 
AMA yearbooks 


Bruce Nicholson, “62, and Luke 
Snyder, “60, have completely scanned 
eleven Recalls in a project to put all of 
AMA's yearbooks on the AMA web 
page eventually. 

Nicholson has scanned Recalls for 
1958 through 1962, plus 1970, while 
Snyder has completed work on 1954 
through 1958. In addition, the year- 
book for 1939 is being scanned by 
Paul Taliaferro, “62. 

All of the scanned Recalls have 
been forwarded to AMA's webmaster 
B. J. d'Orsay, ~70, for inclusion on 
the AMA web site (AMAAlumni.org) 


Anyone who will agree to scan at 
least two or three Recalls can have 
a new scanner for their trouble! 
Two anonymous donors have offer- 
ed to purchase a scanner for any- 
one — AMA alumnus or not — who 
will take on the assignment of get- 
ting two or more yearbooks scan- 
ned and forwarded to our web page! 

Snyder has begun work on several 
other yearbooks: 1940-42, 1944, and 
1946-50 while Nicholson is working on 
Recalls for 1951-53. 

Bruce says that scanning the 1970 
yearbook "was quite a challenge. The 
large format that was introduced by 
Doc Savedge was much more time 
consuming than the others.” 

Can you help? If so, contact Bruce 
at: Brucnichol@aol.com 


Review of school 
records continues 


Ed Chauncey, ‘49, says, "/t can be 
a lot of fun!" He is talking about going 
through boxes and boxes of old AMA 
records that are stored on campus 
While much of what is there is dis- 
carded after it is inspected, occasionally 
someone finds a real gem. “If there are 
folks who can give only an hour or two, 
we can surely use their help," he said 
For instance, Victor Gomez, °69, vol- 
unteered at the AMA Museum one 
weekend in May and he was able to go 
through a box or two during slow times. 

Ed promises "a great prize" at the 
next reunion to the person who has 
reviewed the most records. If you can 
help, call the museum at 540/248-3007. 
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Clyde Ramsey, “49, earns AMA Alumni Medal 


He has done it quietly without fanfare, and without antici- 
pating recognition. 

Ever since the AMA Alumni Association was formed, this 
man has been a faithful and unwavering advocate. He has 
supported the AMA Museum in countless ways and in the 
years when our financial situation was most bleak, he 
funded the AMA Legacy Scholarship. He served on the 
alumni association board of directors for many years and as 
the Secretary to the Board for several terms. 

+ + + + + 

When he was an AMA cadet, he played on our national 
champion prep football team. 

In 1947, AMA beat McCallie School 27-13 in the Orchid 
Bowl. 

In the 1948 Orchid Bowl, the Missouri State Champions 
from Excelsior Springs took the opening kickoff from AMA 
91 yards for a touchdown. 

That was the only time Excelsior got into AMA territory in 
the entire game as the Blue and White demolished the 
Missourians 55-6. Our honoree was a proud member of that 
national 
championship 
team! 

+ + + 

And he is a 


POUL MEMOS os aie 49, thanks the alumni i 

. lyde Ramsey, |, thanks the alumni associ- 

of ath alumni ation after receiving the 2006 AMA Alumni 

ASSOCIATION. Medal at Reunion 2006. 
Last year was 


the first reunion 
this loyal alumnus has missed. And that 
was because of his wife's illness. 
+ + t+ + + 

Both she and our honoree belong to 
the Roller Society and when she passed 
on, she left a wonderful legacy in the 
form of AMA scholarships at the Blue 
Ridge Community College just up Route 


Clyde Ramsey, 
11 from the AMA campus. 1948 champion 


The Medals Committee received the football team 
nomination of her husband foran AMA —sS™~S 
Alumni Medal months before we knew of her magnanimous 
gift. And the decision to award the medal to this dear friend 
of AMA was made long before we knew of Jeanne's gift. 


Medals Committee Chairman Bob Bradford, 
“50, presents the 2006 AMA Alumni Medal to 
Clyde Ramsey, “49. 


This year, there was but one AMA Alumni Medal awarded. 


And that medal went to Clyde Ramsey from the Class of 1949 
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Future of Big Barracks 
Saunders, Granger meet 


with Pentecostal officials 


During the Reunion 2006 weekend, AMA Foundation 
Chairman Goodloe Saunders, “57, and AMA Alumni 
Association President Garry Granger, °71, met with officials 
from the Pentecostal Church consortium which owns the 
AMA buildings and grounds. Church Superintendent the 
Reverend Jack Cunningham from Chesapeake and the 
Reverend Greg Douglas who lives on campus reaffirmed 
that two vastly different ideas are being pursued, each of 
which would preserve the facade of Big Barracks. 

The first option is to convert every third room in barracks 
to a bathroom with a suite on either side, the biggest being 
in the corners — 80 suites in all. They would then "sell" 
these units to Pentecostal Church members and interested 
AMA alumni to help defray the cost of the remodel. A dome 
would be built over the courtyard which would not be visible 
from the front. 

The second option is to tear down the rear and sides of 
Big Barracks leaving only its famous facade, then build a 
domed sanctuary behind the facade. This option is less 
expensive than the first option, but there would be no 
rooms to “sell” to help defray the costs. The ministers 
indicated that a decision will be made shortly. 

President Granger has asked that any alumnus or 
AMA friend who might be interested in buying a suite 
in Big Barracks should let him know. There will be 
absolutely no obligation, but it may be useful to the 
church planners to see what kind of market there is for 
the suites. 

E-mail Garry at: GGranger@freshexpress.com 


Mac Mcinnis, “67, leads effort 
Six more war veterans are 
interviewed at reunion 


Eleven AMA war veterans have now been interviewed for 
the Virginia War Memorial (VWM) project according to the 
Project Director Mac McInnis, “67. VWM is collecting the 
video histories of Virginians who have served in one of 
America's wars and hopes to add an Augusta Military 
Academy section to its Richmond facility. 

Six alumni were interviewed during Reunion 2006 — 
Colonel! Rutland Beard, “42, one of only 230 who received 
the Combat Infantryman Badge in three wars — World War 
Two, Korea and Vietnam. Lieutenant Colonel Frank 
Spencer, “49, who served in the Air Force as a civil 
engineer in Vietnam in 1972-73. Platoon Sergeant 
Richard McLaughlin, “49, who served in General Patton's 
Third Army in Germany, France and Austria. Lieutenant 
Colonel Ed Click, “50, who was in the Army during both 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars and in country in Vietnam 
1968-69, Staff Sergeant Ed Chauncey, “49, who was in 
security in the Air Force. He was stationed at Arlington. 
Major Roger Messick, “52, who had two tours (1962-63 


Sergeant Studer is 
honored at reunion 


Master Sergeant Don Studer was surprised at the Friday 
night Awards Banquet during Reunion 2006 when President 
Garry Granger, *71, called him forward to present him with 
a handsome eagle trophy for his leadership in preparing the 
salute to AMA's veterans of the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

Granger hailed Don for coordinating the work on the dis- 
play and for putting together the roster of AMA alumni who 
served in the two conflicts. "No task af the museum is too 
large or too small for him," Granger said. 

In response, Studer said, "Some time ago, you honored 
me with the AMA Alumni Medal and | said that you honored 
me most by letting me join that elite group. Tonight, you 
honor me again but the honor is not mine alone. The work 
was not done by me alone but was a joint effort with 
Goodloe, Ben, Joe, Liz and myself. On behalf of them, | 
accept this honor." 

Studer, a Chicago native, had service in the Marine Corps 
before joining the Army in 1964. He served with the 1“ 
Division in Vietnam, then in 1969 came to AMA as Junior 
ROTC instructor where he also coached the rifle team. In 
1972, he had a second tour in Vietnam. 

Later, he was reassigned to AMA. After a tour in Panama, 
Studer retired and became Assistant Commandant at 
Augusta until the school closed in January 1984. 


and 1965-66) in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. 

Alumni interviewed previously include Angus Hines, °42, 
Robert "Homer" Anderson, °38, Julian Quarles, “35, 
Cecil Depriest, “43 and Luke Stephenson, “39. 

Mac says that Jon Hatfield of the VWM is conferring with 
the interviewer to see if they have enough material now to 
do a complete video honoring the alumni of Augusta 
Military Academy. The project will cost about $50,000 and 
Mcinnis says that will be his next challenge. "Clyde 
Ramsey, ‘49, has pledged $5,000 to the project and Luke 
Snyder, ‘60, has offered $1,000," he said, "and the 
challenge will be to raise the remaining $44,000 needed." 

If you can help or have any ideas on raising the money 
needed for this project, please contact Mac Mcinnis at: 
MMclInnis@gicva.com. Phone 804/359-3575. 


CONNOISSEURS - Ed Chauncey, “49, and Victor Gomez, “69, 
check the clarity of a new Chardonnay at the Barboursville 
Winery, one of the stops on the Friday motor coach tour. 


Reunion goers get a taste of Orange 


and Madison Counties on bus trek 


A motor coach filled with happy AMA reunion goers explored the 
historical parts of Orange and Madison Counties where so much Civil 
War history was made. This is also President James Madison's neck- 
of-the-woods with many structures and sites dating back to the 1700s. 
Orange County's border on the Rapidan River became part of the 
northern border of the Confederacy during the Civil War. 

Under the direction of Frank Williamson, 60, and his wife, Bev, the 
tiders rode through some of the most beautiful country in America 
during one of the lushest Springs in recent memory. One of the princi- 
pal stops was at the Exchange Hotel which was a Civil War hospital 
and which now houses a fascinating Civil War museum. The tour was 
joined by Civil War reenactor Frank Walker who wore the uniform of 
a Rebel captain and exhibited a marvelous recall of the history of the 
area for his fascinated audience. 

Lunch was served at the world famous Graves Mountain Lodge 
which laid out a fantastic family style repast, then the motor coach 
rolled on to the ruins of the Barboursville Mansion which provided a 
backdrop for a wine tasting. The travelers were able to sample some 
new wines and pronounced them all to be of California grade. 
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CHARGE! - The AMA motor coach on the way 
to visit the many historic sites in and around 
Orange County. Seated, front, right, is Captain 
Frank Walker who told many fascinating Civil 
War stories about the areas visited. 

Photos in this column by Victor Gomez, °69 


GET TO THE BACK OF THE BUS! - Newyweds 
Sharon and Steve Trent, °70, enjoy the motor 
coach tour . 


Above, the Exchange Hotel Museum. Below, 
outside the hotel. 


Sporting clay 
shooters battle 
afternoon sun 


The annual sporting clay 
shoot was held again this 
year at the Flying Rabbit in 
Harrisonburg but event plan- 
ner Blaine Clarke, “72, says 
they will have to find a time 
other than late Saturday 
afternoon hereafter. "We were 
looking right into the setting 
sun," he said, “and it made 
shooting pretty hard to do." 

Nevertheless, the shooters 
didn't do that badly. Scott 
Rosensteen, “71, won the 
meet with a 62 followed 
closely by Jim Rochelle, “67, 
with 60. Clarke shot a 56, 
Mike Payne, *76, broke 51 
and Kirk Pope, °76, had 43. 
Pictured, right, the winners 
with their plaques. 


READY TO TEE OFF! - Some of the golfers posed for this shot just before 
the Reunion 2006 AMA Golf Open started. L. to r., Bill Sayre, son of Bob 
Sayre, “51, Bobby Rhea, “47, Bob Sayre, Jim Rochelle, 67, Mac Coiner, °62, 
| Blaine Clarke, 72, Phil Casey, 63, Forbes Braithwaite, 66, Al Zayas, “72, 


} Paul Poluito, °73, and his son, Matt. Photo by Tom Barnes, “72 
= i Thanks so much AGAIN to the reunion golfers 
who always have a good time, rain or shine, 
LINING UP - Bob Sayre, *51, and who always figure out how to make a 
ready to putt if someone will significant contribution to the Foundation! 


just move that other ball! 


PERFECT SON - Matt Poluito, son of Paul, *73, tees off at the 
Staunton Country Club to begin the 2006 AMA Open. Paul, 
Matt, Bob Sayre, 51, and his son Billy won this year's event 
with nine under. 


EARLY BIRDS - Ready for an early tee off are Phil Casey, 63, 
Mac Coiner, °62, and Bobby Rhea, “47. The morning started 
with jackets required but the Spring sunshine leveled out at 
73 degrees making it a perfect day. But then, what day isn't 
when AMA guys get together? 


Golfers have a great 
time and raise $1,000 


The number of golfers was down from previous years 
but the ones who played made up for it with the fun 
they had while in the process raising $1,000 for the 
AMA Alumni Foundation, the sixth straight year the 
duffers have donated at least that much. 

The winning foursome was composed of Paul 
Poiluto, 73, his son, Matt, Bob Sayre, °51, and his 
son, Billy. They had nine under par in the scramble. 


PERECT DAD - Paul Poluito holds the AMA Open 
Championship Trophy which he will keep until 
the next reunion. The beautiful hand carved 
trophy was given to AMA last year by good friend 
Chuck Foley, a graduate of the Missouri Military 
Academy. 


Thanks to Paul Poluito who took over management 
of the event after Mickey Toms, “67, had to drop out 
at the last minute. Paul did such a good job that his 
foursome won the tournament! All fair and square, of 
course. Did he buy drinks all around? There is no 
confirmation that he did from any of the players! 


Now is the time for all good men - and women - to thank the people 
who worked so hard to make the 2006 AMA Reunion such a success! 


GARY NICHOLSON, ~70, FOR INSPIRING EVERYONE TO DO 
HIS OR HER VERY BEST IN HIS HONOR AND IN HIS MEMORY 


Luke Snyder, ~60, and his wife Anne for organizing the reunion. Luke also expresses 
his appreciation to Anne "for shadowing me and being sure things were done right" 
+ Frank Williamson, ~ 60, and his Bev for their many contributions but particulary for 
arranging the marvelous motor coch tour on Friday. Frank also manages the Tower 
of Power each year and has raised nearly $8,000 for AMA over the past few 
years + Reverend Greg Douglas and the Pentecostal Church for making us welcome 
+ The Roller Rifles for making us all proud and Tom DelValle, ~73, for coordinating 
their performance. Thanks also to Tom for making available the American Airlines 
tickets for i ants Joe Josephson and Don Studer who 
worked b 


Virginia War Memorial + Tommy 

aysisupplied with liquid 
license to serve 
booze + 8 i : id to make the 


or overseeing 


nce High School 
students who volunteered during the reunion + AF elping with golf 
and for underwriting the golfer's contribution to the AM dation + George 


Holt, ~60, and Cheryl for taking over the Hospitality Tent affer our dear friend 
Gary Nicholson, passed away. George also provided the PA system for Saturday's 
events + Roger Messick, ~52, for his outstanding, thought-provoking speech which 
inspired us all + The Stonewall Brigade Band and Ray Hoaster for providing the 
music at Founder's Day and for the welcome home to the vets of Korea and 
Vietnam in the gymnasium + Butch Emmons, ~56, for his donation of food and paper 
products + Liz Hash for all her pre-reunion efforts + The Roller Rifles again for 
helping move chairs and tables around in the gym + The cadets of the Virginia 
Woman's Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin for providing an excellent Color 
Guard + Mac Coiner, ~62, for assisting with the Founder's Day program + Jim 
Councill, ~ #9, and Mary Alice for their leadership role in the Registration Room and 
for their help with the Silent Auction + Marcus Sensabaugh of Fort Defiance High 
School for videoing our reunion + Goodloe Saunders, ~57. Ben Zinkhan, and 


Sergeants Don and Joe for packing up the PX and moving it to the Holiday Inn and 


taking it back to the AMA Museum after the reunion had ended + Coach Bill Ralph 
for his challenging remarks at the Sunday Prayer Breakfast + Victor Gomez, “69, for 
his invaluable help in taking photos during the reunion and for running the cash 
register for long periods of time in the PX/Silent Auction Room + Blaine Clarke, “72, for 
arranging the Sporting Clay Shoot and for his valiant if unsuccessful effort to 
arrange a tennis match + The Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church for their 
cooperation in arranging Founder's Day + Colonel Mal and Linda Livick for their 
healing words at the Founder's Day Ceremonies and the salute to the AMA veterans 
of the Korean and Vietnam Wars + Paul Poluito, ~73. for stepping in at the last minute 
to manage the 2006 AMA Golf Open and to Mickey Toms. ~ 67, for planning the event 
+ Dave McCormack, the Saturday night DJ + Stephanie Clifton who annually assures 
us the very best cooperation from the Holiday Inn + Dave Conrad, ~59, for arranging 
and executing another very successful Silent Auction and helping man the PX + Sheri 
Lily for lending her beautiful voice to the occasion + Ed Chauncey, ~49, and Bobby for 
countless contributions to the Silent Auction and for helping whenever and wherever 
B essions fon. the beautiful flower arrangements 

; ight reception at the Staunton 
‘aturday lunch in the gymnasium + 
tery of les this and every 
7 h for us + Mike 


g invoca 
events and to Frank and Ida for their many behind the scenés_ 
weekend + Dr. Richard Whitaker, ~72, for chairing the Finance Committee's important 
session + Phil Myers. ~71. for playing Taps twice and bringing tears with each 
rendition + Bob Harris, ~54, for his help in handling the proceeds from all reunion 
activities + All the Class Agents who worked hard to get their classes back for the 
reunion + John Hash, ~75, for making the report on the VMI Scholarship program and 
for climbing high in the gym rafters to raise the huge American flag that was the 
backdrop to the Saturday events + Mark Femrite, 72, for answering the roll call of 
the KIAs + Don Studer for helping organize the high school students who helped 
direct parking on Saturday + VMI Cadet John Arthur, one of this year's AMA Legacy 
Scholarship winners, for judging the knockout drill + Taylor Rentals for their 
enthusiastic help with the reunion + Brett Thompson, ~75, for arranging the drummers 
for the Roller rifles exhibition + Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, for reporting on the AMA 
Caribbean Cruise + Trey Livick for helping move and set up chairs + Clyde Ramsey, 
“49, for his assistance at registration and for providing scholarships in AMA's name 
+ Gordon Metz, ~ 68, for inspirational remarks about the Roller Society 
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Roller Society Chairman Gordon 
Metz, “68, asks AMA alumni and 
friends to consider planned giving 


Roller Society Chairman Gordon Metz, “68, a former AMA 
Alumni Association President and an incumbent trustee of the AMA 
Alumni Foundation, has once again asked AMA alumni and friends 
to look into their hearts and sign up for membership in the Roller 
Society. Those who pledge to leave something to the AMA Alumni 
Foundation upon their deaths are automatically members of the 
society named for the icons of our school. 

Metz, left, spoke at the Reunion 2006 Awards Banquet and 
asked diners to consider the different ways they can provide for 
AMA in bequests, ways that will not hurt their families. “There are 
many ways to leave something for the AMA Foundation and most 
of them have a beneficial effect on taxes owed," he said. 

The Roller Society was created at the 1998 alumni reunion and 
has grown in membership slowly since. On the facing page is the 
current roster, the newest member being Roger Messick, 52. 

There are many ways available to leave something for AMA 
when you are no longer here. The most direct way is the bequest 
as explained in the article, below. There are also various trusts 
which offer significant tax benefits to the creator of the trust. For 
instance, the Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) pays income for 
life to the creator (and that person's spouse if so desired) with the 
principal going to the AMA Foundation at death. Ask your financial 
advisor for suggestions that will benefit you and AMA. 


Where there's a will, there's a way — to help AMA 


There are many ways to make a significant gift to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation without jeopardizing your ability to 
meet current or future obligations, The options all have one 
thing in common: you need a will to implement them. 

Without a will, you leave everything to the inflexible laws 
of your state. The state in effect writes a will for you and 
they can decide how to dispose of everything you have 
worked all your life to accumulate. By neglecting to have a 
will, you forfeit the opportunity to remember cherished 
friends or your favorite charity. 

But where there's a will, 
there's a way to help AMA! 

No one likes to talk about 
wills or bequests and the like. 
But since each of us is mortal, it 
is an important thing to do for 
our families. No matter how 
much or how little you think you have, you don't want to 
leave your family fighting over who gets what. 

Many AMA alumni and friends would like to make a 
significant gift to the AMA Scholarship Funds, the AMA 
Museum or The Bayonet, but they feel that their generosity 
must be tempered by the financial responsibility they have 
to themselves and to their family. They hesitate to part 
today with assets that might be needed tomorrow, but it is 
possible to help AMA through your will without neglecting 
other current or future obligations. 


charity. 


By neglecting to have a will, you 
forfeit the opportunity to remember 
cherished friends or your favorite 


When you think of making a gift to charity in your will, the 
outright bequest comes to mind first. With such a bequest, 
you simply direct in your will that a certain amount of 
money or property be transferred to a designated charity. 

If you leave funds to support AMA's scholarships, the 
AMA Museum, or The Bayonet, you can take a charitable 
deduction for the full fair market value of your gift. 

You can leave a specific amount. Or you can leave a 
percentage of your estate to charity. You can indicate that 
you want your gift to be in 
memory of, or in honor of, a 
special person in your life. You 
can also give property (such as 
stocks or bonds) to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. 

In endowing a scholarship or 
making a contribution to the 
AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund or the AMA/VMI Scholarship 
Fund, you will be helping young people go to college who 
weren't even born when AMA closed. In that way, you not 
only perpetuate your own memory, but you will assure that 
the legacy of Augusta Military Academy will be remembered 
forever. So, you see — where there's a will, there's a way 
- to help AMA. 

Think about it. Gordon Metz, °68, Chairman of the Roller 
Society, will be more than happy to discuss this with you as 
you plan for your family and remember your beloved school. 


The 


lor 
Society 


The Roller Society honors those who have pledged to 
leave something to the AMA Alumni Foundation 
when they pass away. It is on the shoulders of these 
dedicated heroes that AMA's future will be built. 
Funding the AMA and VMI Scholarships. Maintaining 
and improving our jewel: the AMA Museum. 
Supporting the printing and mailing of The Bayonet. 


The Roller Society logo, left, infers that your gift will 
keep on giving, echoing over the years, enabling us to 
repeatedly fund the programs that define who we are, 
assuring that your name will be remembered long 
after you are gone. 


Members of the Roller Socieky 01 im 2006 


1) Joseph Salicrup, ~ 31 * 
2) Mickey Gordon, ~ 59 * 
3) Goodloe Saunders, ~ 57 
4) Bob Bradford ~ 50 

5) Nancy Bradford 

6) Duke Fancher, ~ 58 

7) Robert Spilman, ~45 
8)Dr. Edward Leventen, ~46 
2) Gary Nicholson, ~7O *° 
10) Eliott Ridge, ~59 

1) Bobby Rhea, ~ 47 

12) Hal Walters, ~48 

13) Clyde Ramsey, ~49 
14) Frank Shultz, ~47 

15) Mac Melnnis, ~ 67 
16) Dave Conrad, ~59 

7) Noelle Nicholson 

18) Dr. John Morris, *49 * 
19) Tim Council, ~ 49 

20) Bill Harris, ~ 48 

21) Bill McVey, ~60 


22) Nick Syropoulos, ~69 
23) Jeanne M. Ramsey * 
24) Rob Overly, ~6Z 

25) Steve Matton, ~67 
26) Ed Click “50 

2?) Frank Spencer, 49 
28) Terry Snow, ~58 

29) Frank Williamson, ~6O 
50) P. I. Thomson, ~7Z 
31) Lemie Kennett, ~72 
32) Andrew Campbell, ~67 
353) Tex Mahone, ~42 
34) Paul Bratton, ~48 
35) Willis Walker, ~ 77 
36) Ida Spencer 

37) Tommy Clements, ~ 50 
38) Garry Granger, ~71 
39) Carroll Knicely, ~ 46 
40) Jeff Schroeder, 67 
41) Steve Trent, ~70 

42) Dr. H. D. Deane ~48 * 


43) Charles Pascale. ~69 

44) Rod Willey, ~ 51 

45) Bob Harris, ~ 54 

46) Ed Chauncey, ~ 49 

47) John Henderson, ~69 

48) Ray Sanchez, ~65 

49) Colonel Mal Livick 

50) Linda Roller Livick 

52) Jim Starnes, ~50 

52) George Holt. 60 

53) Luke Smyder, ~6O 

54) Herb MeCawley, ~435 * 

55) Ben Zinkhan, ~60 

56) Richard Young, ~ 50 

57) Hilton Roller Grasty * 

58) Al Zayas, ~7Z 

59) Gordon Metz, 68 

GO) Greg Pearce, ~65 

60) Donald Studer 

62) Mac Comer, ~*62 

63) Roger Messick, ~52 
* Deceased 


THE GENERATIONS MEET - At the Founder's Day ceremonies, the grand- 
daughters of Colonel Tom Roller and General Charles S. Roller, Jr. 
chatted at the Roller family plot in the Augusta Stone Church Cemetery. 
At left is Virginia (Mrs. Harold) Hallock of Charlottesville, daughter of 
Hilton Roller Grasty and Colonel's Tom's granddaughter. At right is Linda 
Roller Livick, daughter of Charles S. Roller, Ill (for whom the Roller Rifles 
is named) and General Charles Roller's granddaughter. After Charles, III's 
death in an auto accident in 1938, General Roller raised Linda who later 
married Colonel Malcolm Livick, AMA's long time superintendent. 


Summer Hill of Culpeper features antique prints 


and custom picture framing 
Hundreds of 18th and 19th Century prints 
Specializing in antique frames and glass 
ED CHAUNCEY, °49, Proprietor 
15957 Norman Road, Culpeper, VA 22701 Phone 540/547-9899 


KOREA BY WAY OF FLORIDA - John Botcheller, “67, left, 
and Nancy paid a visit to Miami on their way to Seoul 
where John has become the Chief Financial Officer of 
CitiBank, South Korea. It is the second tour for the 
Botchellers in South Korea. Shown above with John is 
Brock Wagner, “67, from Boca Raton. 


AMERICA! - With Old Glory as a back- 
drop, Sherry Lily leads the Reunion 2006 
lunch crowd in singing America - just as 
we did to start each school day. 


Left, Billy Sturgis, °73, and right, Jeff Lucus, the son 
4] 


of Colonel Herb Lucus. 
3 MUSEUM y 
VISITORS 


Tom Hughes, °51, and Barbara Gary Quatmann, °61, and Bill 
McVey, “60. 


Craig. 


Doug Bennett, 54, found lots of memories in Recalls from his era. 


Charles Pascale, 69 
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THE COLORS! - The Virginia Womans Institute for 
Leadership (VWIL) at Mary Baldwin advances the 
Colors to the gym stage during the Saturday lunch 
during Reunion 2006. 


Lawrence 
Vietnam: 


UNDER THE SPREADING TREE - Ray Hoaster con- 
ducts the Stonewall Brigade Band, the oldest city 
sponsored band in the United States, under the 
branches of a great tree in the Stone Church 
Cemetery. The band played for Founder's Day 
Ceremonies, then moved to the gym for the salute 
to Augusta's veterans of Korea and Vietnam. 
Photo by Victor Gomez, “69 


LUNCH IN 
THE GYM 
29 April 
2006 


VETS TO THE FRONT! - Augusta Military Academy 
alumni who were in the armed forces during the 
Korean and/or Vietnam Wars stand at the gym- 
nasium stage as Colonel Mal Livick welcomes 
them home. 
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SOUPIE - Phil Myers, °71, calls 
reunion goers to lunch. Phil 
twice rendered marvelous ren- 
ditions of Taps: at Founder's 
Day ceremonies and at the 
ceremony honoring the KIAs 
from Korea and Vietnam. 


pra o|, Se: My STEP SMARTLY - The VWIL 
= Color Guard retires after post- 
is visual memorial to the fifteen cadets killed in Korea and Vietnam. ing the Colors. 


Photo by Victor Gomez, “69 


The table, left, was set in honor 
of those who have passed on. 


The chair is tilted forward and (/ p 
a black napkin is set off by the 
white tablecloth denoting purity. 


Ba KING BAS 
hp rs 
UMN as eS 
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We sincerely thank these alumni and AMA friends 
who have made these contributions to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation through 24 May 2006. We salute 
you for without your help, there would be no Bayonet, 
no scholarships, no AMA Museum. All contributions 


to the AMA Alumni Foundation are tax deductible. 


GIVING LEVELS 


Cadet Club....... Up to $50 
White Leader ... . . $50 to $99 
Blue Leader .... $100 to $249 


Blue and White 


Champion - $250 to $499 


Blue Streak Sponsor ........ 


rrr tr eee a $500 to $999 
Benefactor .. . $1,000 to $2,499 
Patron...... $2,500 or more 


Special Patron . $10,000 or more 
SPECIAL PATRONS 


Estate of Hilton Roller Grasty 
Clyde Ramsey, “49 


PATRONS 


John Botcheller, *67 
Gregory Pearce, “65 


BENEFACTORS 


Raymond Anderson, *49 
Mac Coiner, *62 
Duke Fancher, ~58 
Garry Granger, ~71 
Dennis McConnell, *66 
Mac McInnis, ~67 
Jesse Porter, “64 
Julian Quarles, ~35 
Donld Russell, 60 
Goodloe Saunders, ~57 
Tommy Simmons, *53 


BLUE STREAK SPONSORS 


Bob Bradford, ~50 
in memory of Sue Willey and 
Gary Nicholson, *70 
Ed Chauncey, 49 
Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay, Robert Mogyorosy 
Jim Councill, *49 
C. A. Pascale, ~69 
Beth Price 
in honor of her father, 
David Price, 60 
Howard Rosenthal, *68 
Russell Smith, “62 
Steve Trent, ©70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Richard Whitaker, *72 
Donation Box 


BLUE AND WHITE CHAMPIONS 


Nate Adams, ~41 
John Arthur, “75 
Tom DelValle, *73 
John Elder, “61 
Rob and Kathy Freer 
John Hash, ~75 
Angus Hines, “42 
Benjamin Lindsay, *51 
in memory of Sid Taylor, *51 
Larry London, ~76 
Bill McVey, ~60 
Roger Messick, ~52 
Luke Snyder, *60 
in memory of Sue Willey 
Frank Spencer, “49 
in memory of Jeanne Ramsey 
Jim Starnes, ~50 
Phil Wharton, “63 
Rod Willey, *51 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, ~70 
David York, “65 
Ben Zinkhan, 60 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 


BLUE LEADER 


Tom Barnes, ~72 
Jim Bazemore, *48 
Forbes Braithwaite, *66 
Tom Buchanan, 72 
Gary Buck and Family 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
John Bunting 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Bob Caudill, “45 
Blaine Clarke, *72 
Ernest Click, *48 
John Congdon, *52 
Dave Conrad, “59 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Gerald and Elaine Cranford 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Harry Davis 
Donald Everitt, *63 
Tom Forrer, ©67 
Joe Garry, 73 
Lynn Gibbs, *56 
Virginia Hallock 
Bob Harris, “54 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70, 
and Sue Willey 
Ronald Harris, *64 
Lloyd Henry, *48 
Frank Hickisch, ‘48 
Jack Hodge, *51 
Tom Hughes, *51 
Jim Kilgour, *64 
Bill "Bronco" Lane, *68 
T..C. Lea, *35' 
Chason Long 
Eddie Longmire, *68 
Virginia Mahanes 
Harry May, ~47 
John McCutcheon, *68 
Jack Meier, *55 
Ron "Scootch" Melcher, ~71 
Brian Miller, ‘67 
Tom Milstead, ‘47 
George Mineff, °77 
Tommy Mitchell, ‘52 
Stephen Mitzel, *70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Phil Myers, *71 
Reed Nettles, *72 


Dwight Nitz, *74 
Patrick O'Reilly, *62 
Bruce Orenstein, ~69 
Humberto Perez, ~56 

Charles Pine, *49 

Dave Rackley, *71 
Donald Radford, ~68 

Marianne Reissig 
in memory of her father, 
LTC Hubert Mathews, *27, 

KIA in World War Il, 

Normandy Invasion 

Bobby Rhea, 47 
J. M. Rochelle, *67 

Stagg Sanders 
in memory of Bill Sanders, *48 
Wayne Sanders, *51 
Bill Scarborough, *69 
Brad and Peggy Shy 
Ernesto Silva, “52 
Richard Smail, “67 
Lawrence Spillan, *61 

Paul Sposito, *51 

Billy Sturgis, *73 
Guy Townsend, *54 

Hal Walters, *48 

Jim White, *52 

John White, *69 

Frank Williamson, *60 
Ed Wright, *66 
Debra Wyvill 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Dan Yellott, ~51 


WHITE LEADER 


Jim Atchison, *73 
Ronald and Betty Beach 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Rutland Beard, 42 
Stokes Daniels, *49 
Warren Fleming, *72 
George Holt, *60 
Arthur Hurme, *61 
Lewie Kennett, *72 
Frank Pilley, ‘51 
George Reaves, °69 
William and Thelma Ritter 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Phillip Sansone, *84 
Juan Santalo, *51 
Gordon Saunders, ‘60 
Colleen and Jerry Spadafore 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
John Spratley, *64 
Nicky Syropoulos, *69 
Al Tanara, “61 
Team Anteon 
im memory of Gary Nicholson, ~70 


CADET CLUB 


John Ackerly 
Ernesto Calvo, ~52 
Edward Champigny, 64 
Ronald and Pauline Goldstein 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Victor Gomez, *69 
Michael Kidd, *72 
Geiffrey Layng, ©47 
Ray Long, *45 
Myron McWilliams, *77 
Chris Meek, *84 
E. W. Michaels, *47 
Lew Mundin, *53 
Henry Nalven, *44 
Kippy O'Brien 
James O'Hara, *39 
Bill Parkins, 70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Mike Payne, *76 
Jorge Rovirosa, *70 
Bill Rubush, *70 
Donald Studer 
Christopher Vetick, ‘77 


oooo39o 


hanks 


to everyone who has given to AMA 
so far in 2006. 


There's a lot of year left and we are 
very short of our annual goal of 
$125,000. (See pages 66-67) 


Keep in mind that any contribution 
you make to the AMA Alumni 
Foundation is tax deductible! 


| HARRISONBURG, VA. 
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CHECKING IN - Nate Adams, °41, picks 
up his Reunion 2006 registration packet. 
Nate, a W&L man, lives in Lexington. 


See ad on page 70 


1-81/ EXIT 247A | 


(540) 433-6089 


| > $ 54.00 + TAX | 
2: t 1-2 People | 
i West 
estern, ¢ Free Continental Breakfast 
| — © Free Local Calls | 
| THE WORLD'S LARGEST « Free High Speed Internet | 
HOTEL CHAIN® ° Microwaves/ Refridges in all rooms 
| ¢ Heated Indoor Pool/ SPA | 
¢ Fitness Room 
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Board, membership hear of financial woes 


REPORTS TO THE MEMBERSHIP - L. to r., Garry Granger, 70, President of the AMA Alumni Association, Bob Harris, 
*54, Treasurer of the AMA Alumni Foundation and the AMA Alumni Association, Dr. Richard Whittaker, ‘72, 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, and Luke Snyder, ‘60, Vice President of the AMA Alumni Association and 


Chairman of Reunion 2006. 


Alumni heard a not too positive financial report 
with the President of the Alumni Association saying 
that at the current rate of donations there will be 
only enough money to run the AMA Alumni 
Foundation for five more years. 

President Garry Granger, °71, said that contribu- 
tions have to be increased so that the Foundation's 
principal will not have to be invaded to pay the bills. 
The Foundation is responsible for the VMI and AMA 
Legacy Scholarships, the AMA Museum and The 
Bayonet. With $200,000 plus in the Foundation in- 
vestment account, some $40,000 had to be drawn 
out to pay for the programs named above. At this 
rate, without increased contributions, these funds 
would run out in 2010. 

The report was given at the annual alumni mem- 
bership meeting and at the AMA Alumni Association 
Board of Directors meeting at Reunion 2006. 

Treasurer Bob Harris, 54, asked the Finance 
Committee Chairman Dr. Richard Whitaker, *72, to 
discuss how funds received are being accounted 
for. Whitaker said that membership affairs is the most 
important area for growth. He included the annual reunions, 
The Bayonet, fundraising, administration and correspond- 
ence in that category (See AMA Foundation story on page 
45) Whitaker also reported on a plan to hire a part time 
bookkeeper to improve financial accountability. Plans were 
discussed about a fund raising campaign when all the 
pieces are in place. 

In other business: 

+ Granger asked for a moment of silence in memory of 
former AMA Association President Gary Nicholson, °70, 
who passed away in April. 

+ Mac McInnis, “67, said that video interviews continue of 
AMA alumni who are war veterans. This is a project of the 


Alumni listen to reports on our finances. 


Virginia War Memorial in Richmond and will cost an 
estimated $50,000 to complete. (See page 28) 
+Ed Chauncey, “49, estimates that it would take five 
people a month to go through the remaining 2,000 pounds 
of old school records. He asked for volunteers to assist with 
the mammoth project. (See page 26) 
+ Granger asked all alumni to respond to a request from 
Colonel Larry Nicholson, ~75, for items which are not 
easily accessible to his Marines in Iraq. (See page 12) 
+ Alumni Foundation Chairman Goodloe Saunders, °57, 
said that the Korean/Vietnam War display at the museum 
"has met with wide acclaim.” He thanked Ben Zinkhan, 
60, and Joyce, Sergeant Joe Josephson, Sergeant Don 
(continued on page 45) 
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Roller Riders add day students???? 


By Rick Smail, °67 

Each new year brings something a little different from the 
past rides of the Roller Riders and this year was no 
exception. In an unprecedented move, the Riders added 
"Day Students" to their ranks with two cadets qualifying for 
that status by piloting vehicles with four wheels. 

In addition to Old Cadets Bill 
Scarborough, “69, Gordon Metz, 
“68, Brett Thompson, “75, Tom 
DelValle, -73, Garry Granger, °71, 
Tom Forrer, ‘67, Mark Femrite, *72, 
Bruce Orenstein, “69, and Rick 
Smail, “67, and New Cadets Ron 
Melcher, °71, Mac McWilliams, °77, 
and John McCutchan, “68, the 
Roller Riders inducted Day Students 
Nick Syropoulos, “69, and Ed 
Longmire, 68, into their ranks for 
the trip. Nick drove his beloved 
Thunderbird while Ed shared his 
talent for cooking as the Official 
Roller Riders Chef and driver of the 
chase vehicle. 

Recruitment for the next year's ride 
seems to begin before the current 
riders depart as participants gather at 
the reunion and those who have not 
witnessed the Roller Riders 
camaraderie have the opportunity to 


for Texas), the Riders stayed in a pocket of above average 
temperatures and clear skies in Pennsylvania and New 
York. On Sunday, Steve Bailey, “67, rode from the Wash- 
ington suburbs to ride for the day though other commitments 
required him to stay behind this year. 

Departure from Fort Defiance on Sunday saw a formation 


see it first hand. This year was no 
different and we departed with our 
three New Cadets. New Cadets are 
called FNCs (Friendly New Cadets) 
and have to put up with a little 
friendly harassment until "New Cadet 
of the Year" is awarded at some 
point during the ride. 

This year's indoctrination began in 
early January with Cadets Melcher 


READY TO ROLL - Gathered in front of Big Barracks, the Roller Riders pose just 
before embarking on their week long joumey. L. to r. front, Allen Josey, 64, from 
Martinez, GA, Bill Scarborough, “69, from Mount Joy, PA, Rick Smail, ‘67, from 
Park City, UT, Gordon Metz, °68, from Martinsville, VA, and Brett Thompson, 75, 
from Waynesboro. Standing, Eddie Longmire, “68, from Reidsville, NC, Nicky 
Syropoulus, ‘69, from Baltimore, Scott Rosensteen, ‘71, from Baltimore, Bruce 
Orenstein, 69, from Laurel, MD, Mike Kidd, *72, from Mentor, OH, Ron Melcher, 
°71, from Cleveland, Garry Granger, ‘71, from Double Oak, TX, Mark Femrite, °72, 
from Blacksburg, Tommy Forrer, ‘67, from Charlottesville, Tom DelValle, °73, 
from Colleyville, TX, Steve Bailey, ‘67, from Sterling, VA, Mac McWilliams, °77, 


and McCutchan flying low to stay off 
radar. Cadet McWilliams chose to fly 
high and paid dearly for his foolish- 
ness. He was subjected to an almost continuous 
bombardment of e-mails and other indoctrination which 
ultimately saw him receive a new call sign of "Muffin" or 
"Muffy" for short. The acceptance of the new name has gone 
far and wide as even his acquaintances at his local Harley 
dealership have resorted to using his new handle. Of course 
being famous has its advantages — he now has a new hot 
pink helmet and for protesting that he was undeserving of 
the helmet, he received this year's, ahem, "P—-y Award.” 
McWilliams was an outstanding FNC and good sport as he 
attained Old Cadet status! 
Good weather for the trip 

After two years of less than stellar weather, the gods 
smiled on the Riders as they tempted fate and rode north. 
While much of the country dealt with some really big storms 
(as did Granger and DelValle when they had to break away 


from Salisbury, M 


id John McCutchan, °68, from Hopewell, VA. 


of 17 bikes (including invited guests) circle the bowl and then 
turn north onto Route 11. It was a short riding day through 
the Valley along Route 340 to Winchester where the group 
said goodbye to Bailey and guests, then continued up into 
central Pennsylvania where the Bitter Goose Lodge provided 
shelter for the night. The highlight of that first evening was 
Mark Femrite's manning the grill and then entertaining the 
group with "campfire stories.” 

Monday, the group split as the Texas contingent (Granger 
and DelValle) decided business concerns and threatening 
weather would make prudent an early turn to the southwest. 
The main formation rode past Clearfield and St. Mary's into 
northwestern Pennsylvania where they encountered what 
was affectionately dubbed "The Devil's Highway," or Route 
666. The narrow twisting road caused more than one FNC 
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to have a death grip on their bars until reaching the end of 
the road at the Allegheny River. After dealing with the Devil, 


DUNKIRK LIGHTHOUSE - On 
Route 5 on the way to Niagara 
Falls. L. to r., Brett Thompson, 
75, Rick Smail, 67, and Mark 
Femrite, *72. 


familiar destination was 
reached — Niagara Falls. 
The ride continued along 
Route 5 which follows the 
shoreline of Lake Erie. At 
the Falls, most chose to ride 
The Maid of the Mist to see 
the falls up close and 
personal. (Photos at right) It 
was truly a great ride 
capped off upon our arrival 
back at Chautaugua with a 
great meal of Ed Longmire's 
famous barbecued ribs. 
After a short ride on Wed- 
nesday morning, the Riders 
split into two groups. After 
lunch, one group stayed at 
the lake to try their hands 
at fishing while others rode 
on to Sharon, PA to the 
famous original location of 
Quaker Steak and Lubes 
for dinner and participation 
in "Bike Night" with hun- 
dreds of other motor- 
cyclists. While at the 
restaurant, Femrite was 


the ride proceeded along 
the banks of the river to 
Warren and then on to 
New York State. 
Chautauqua Lake was 
home for the group for 
the next three days 
where they used a lake- 
front home as base camp 
for day rides. Monday 
evening, the Riders 
enjoyed a great steak 
dinner thanks to the 
grilling wizardry of Bill 
Scarborough. A special 
guest — Bob Mitchell, 
“70 — traveled from Erie 
(where is serves as Fire 
Marshall) to join the 
Riders for dinner. Mon- 
day saw more lies being 
traded around the fire pit 
and the presentation of 
Muffin's FNC of the Year 
award. Tuesday morning, 
the group said farewell to 
McWilliams and Metz as 
professional concerns 
called them home. On 
that day the week's most 


able to rendezvous with his daughter and grandson who live 
in Pittsburgh. Cadet Melcher took leave of the group after 
dinner and he 
headed home to 
Cleveland. 

Thursday the 
group left 
Chautauqua on 
a ride back into 
Pennsylvania 
along the Kinzu 
Reservoir and 
then along 
Route 6, one of 
Pennsylvania's 
best kept 
secrets with 
scenic views 
and charming 
towns along most of its entire length. While traveling Route 
6, the Riders visited the Leonard Harrison State Park near 
Wellsboro which is more commonly know as "The Grand 
Canyon of Pennsylvania.” Thursday night the Riders bedded 
down in Lewisburg and stayed on their best behavior since 
there is a large federal prison there. 

Friday began early for the group as they headed south to 
Gettysburg. Along the way, we bid farewell to Thompson, 
Forrer, McCutchan and Longmire as they turned south to 
take care of previous commitments. Arriving in Gettysburg, 
we drove straight to Fields of Glory owned by Dwight Nitz, 
“74. The visit to Dwight's Civil War relics store was a 
surprise to him and even so, he closed his store to take the 
Roller Riders through the 
battlefield on a personal tour, 
leading the way on his scooter! It 
truly was a sight to behold with 
all the Harleys following Dwight's 
scooter! His tour was fantastic 
(he used to be a National Park 
Guide) and should not be missed 
if the opportunity ever presents 
itself. He was able to bring such 
insight into what happened there 
that even avowed students of the 
battle came away with a more 
personal understanding and new 
feeling for those first three days 
of July in 1863. 

Saturday dawned clear as the 
group members prepared to part 
ways and head homeward. The 
week was a feast of brotherhood 
as friendships were renewed and bonds strengthened. 

The Roller Rifles owe a debt of gratitude to founder Bill 
Scarborough for his continuing efforts in keeping them 
organized and informed throughout the year as well as 
for his efforts in planning this year's ride. Additionally, Ed 
Longmire deserves special mention for the great food he 
prepared and for making sure none of the Roller Riders 
had to deal with loose pants! 


Bill Scarborough, °69, briefs the Riders 
in front of Big Barracks just before the 
post-Reunion 2006 ride. 


eooooso 
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Finance discussion dominates Foundation meeting 


The annual meeting of the 
AMA Alumni Foundation trus- 
tees heard a report from the 
Chairman of the Finance 
Committee in which priorities 
were suggested to help in- 
stitute a financially sound 
program. 

Dr. Richard Whitaker, °72, 
said that the Finance Com- 
mittee which he chairs had a 
"productive discussion cen- 
tering on the functions of the 
Foundation and prioritizing 
these functions." The con- 
clusion: a part time book- 
keeper/accountant should be 
hired to manage the financial affairs of the Foundation for a 
period of six months reporting to Foundation Treasurer Bob 
Harris, “54. A motion made by Garry Granger, 71, and 
seconded by Whitaker, was passed by the trustees 
unanimously, 

There has been frustration on the part of the trustees that 
financial reports have often been late. The trustees laid out 
a priority of functions with Membership Affairs at the top of 
the list (to include correspondence, administration, fund 
raising, the annual reunion and The Bayonet). The other 
priorities are the VMI and AMA Legacy Scholarships, the 
AMA Museum and the PX. 

Membership affairs are the priority 

Said Whitaker, "Membership Affairs is the priority and 
drives all the other functions. So, cannibalizing these staff 
functions may be counter productive. The present staff is so 
busy with this primary function that there is little time left to 
adhere to the financial protocols adopted last year.” 

The conclusion was to hire the part time bookkeeper/ 
accountant who was expected to be on staff before 1 July. 
Trustees will evaluate the new position in six months. 

Granger moved that the Chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee become an ex officio voting trustee. The motion carried. 

Harris said that while there were expenses attached to 
moving the Foundation's investments from Tredegar to 
American Funds, "It was an excellent move. Even after 
paying the required fees, we are ahead of where we were.” 
But he made the point that "we cannot keep on dipping into 
the principal to pay operating expenses." 

Chairman Goodloe Saunders, “57, said that the Korean/ 
Vietnam War displays at the museum “will be dynamic and 
will change periodically while honoring the theme.” 

Harris questioned whether the annual reunions are paying 
for themselves and said while there is no intent to make a 
huge profit on the reunion, it should at least break even. 

Granger expressed confidence that the Foundation will be 
the receipt of some grants soon. "The money is there," he 
said. "We just need to polish our grant writing skills and | 
have asked Al Zayas, °72, to help us with that.” 

All were pleased to hear that Trustee Duke Fancher, °58, 
is in improved health and may visit Fort Defiance soon. 


Richard Whitaker, ‘72 


AMA Alumni Foundation trustees meet at Reunion 2006. 
L. to r., Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, Chairman, George Holt, 
“60, Frank Williamson, ‘60 and Bob Harris, 54, Treasurer. 
Also attending: Rod Willey, ‘51, Garry Granger, °71, and 
Bob Bradford, “50. 


Board from page 42 

Studer and all the other volunteers who helped create the 
fantastic display. 

+ Saunders announced that Mary Baldwin College will pro- 
vide an intern to work in the museum for the summer. He 
also told the group that the AMA Museum had more than 
1,700 visitors in 2005. 

+ President Granger discussed the AMA Alumni Cruise 
scheduled for Labor Day weekend. (See page 65) 

+ Granger gave the group an update on the plans for Big 
Barracks. (See page 28) 

+ Reunion 2006 Chairman Luke Snyder, °60, reported that 
everything was in order for the reunion. Snyder remarked on 
how much Gary Nicholson, “70, and Susan were missed at 
the reunion. 

+ Granger commended Scholarship Chairman Chris Meek, 
“84, on the “superb job he is doing with the AMA Legacy 
Scholarship program.” Meek is preparing written criteria for 
the scholarships to avoid confusion in the future. 

+ President Granger appointed Al Zayas, °72, to the Grants 
Committee charging him with the responsibility of seeing that 
our grant applications are in order. Darryl Mizer, “62, is 
helping process the applications when submitted. 

+ Clyde Ramsey, “49, offered a $5,000 donation to en- 
courage future reunion attendance. Granger will set up 
parameters for the use of this generous gift. 

+ Granger thanked the African-Americans who volunteered 
at the AMA Museum last February — Black History Month. He 
gave special thanks to Doug Carter, 72, and Warren 
Fleming, 72, for organizing the effort and arranging press 
coverage. (See page 50) 

+ Granger asked that board members solicit other alumni to 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/ Museum. 

+ The next board meeting will be held on 16 September 
2006 at a site other than Fort Defiance. 


46 Summer 2006 


Bev and Frank Williamson, °60, 
will offer 2007 trips to Jamestown 


BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY - On the fantastic Reunion 2006 luxury 
motor coach tour were hosts Bev and Frank Williamson, “60, 
and their driver, Sam Meade. This trio will be conducting 
tours of Jamestown, Williamsburg, Yorktown and the sur- 
rounding area all through 2007. 


Next year will see the 400" anniversary of the first permanent 
English settlement in the New World: Captain John Smith and 
the English settlers who came to Jamestown in 1607. The entire 
year will be filled with celebrations both in Virginia and in 
England (see ad at right) and Bev and Frank Williamson, “60, 
will be offering a wide selection of tours of the Jamestown area. 

"Many of our day trips will start and end in Richmond," Frank 
says. Included on some tours will be overnight visits to Colonial 
Williamsburg and to Yorktown where Lord Cornwallis surrender- 
ed bringing to an end the American Revolution. 

The 2007 tour dates and schedules are not yet set, Frank 
says, but he invites inquiries. 

E-mail him at: frank bev1@aol.com, or call him at 804/229- 
1025. It's not every day you get to attend a 400" birthday party! 


SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER 
BREAKFAST - Reunion 2006 
officially ended after the 
Sunday morning Prayer 
Breakfast in the head- 
quarters hotel. Coach Bill 
Ralph brought a message of 
hope and redemption as he 
sent the reunion goers on 
their way back home. This is 
the sixth year that Coach 
Ralph has held the Prayer 
Breakfast. 


Begin your 
adventure 
where your 


ancestors 


began theirs 


Join us to commemorate the 400th anniversary 
of the founding of Jamestown, VA 


400 years of American 7 ABs 
history has its roots in age 
English soil. Jamestown 


adventur 


stem ce hepa, 


Join us on the trail 
of Captain John Smith and the 
Jamestown Settlers with this free map. 


Re-trace the footsteps of some of 
m} the founding fathers of America by 
taking a journey through England 
from Lincolnshire in the north to 
Kent in the south. 


Come visit England, the land of your ancestors 


For more information on 
England-Virginia 1607-2007 
including tours and itineraries, visit 


www.beginyouradventure.co.uk/inbritain 


Colonel Larry Nicholson, *75, is 
joined in Iraq by his son, Andrew 


we 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON - Colonel Larry Nicholson, °75, USMC, with his Marine son 


2LT Andrew Nicholson at Camp Fallujah, Iraq. 


By Gunnery Sergeant Mark Oliva 


CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq - The last thing 2" Lieutenant 
Andrew D. Nicholson wanted to do was work for his dad. 
That's the last thing he did before he left Iraq. 

Nicholson, a 23-year-old platoon commander for G 
Company, 2 Battalion, 6" Marine Regiment spent his last 
day in the Fallujah area bird-dogging Regimental Combat 
Team 5's commander, Colonel Larry D. Nicholson, ~75. 
Most Marines know him by his call sign, "Grizzly.". Andrew 
calls him simply, "Dad." 

"| see him as my father,” Andrew explained. "/ don't see 
him by his rank insignia. | played baseball with him. We 
used to go on trips together.” This latest trip is one of a 
lifetime for the Nicholsons. It was the one chance in their 
careers they both figured they'd be in the same unit. Even 
so, it wasn't by design. In fact, it was something both father 
and son fought hard to avoid. 

“It never occurred to me it could actually happen,” said 
49-year-old Colonel Nicholson. "We joked about ensuring 
it would never happen. | would never allow that to happen. 
| promised him he would not be in my regiment.” 
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This feature invites 
AMA alumni to tell us all 
about their children and 

grandchildren. 
Let us hear from you! 


But any Marine knows, family 
wishes aside, Mother Marine 
Corps gets her way. Despite 
the fieutenant's taking up 
duties at North Carolina's 
Camp Lejeune and the colonel 
leading 5" Marine Regiment 
at California's Camp Pendle- 
ton, Iraq would be their cross- 
roads. ‘ 

"| found out about a month 
or two into the deployment 
that he'd be coming out 
around March," said Andrew, 
who calls Charleston, South 
Carolina home. “! figured 
maybe we'd see each other 
for about a day.” Colonel 
Nicholson figured it out 
sooner. When Andrew was 
completing pre-deployment training in California, they 
visited. They compared notes, but most of all, Nicholson 
was still a doting dad and wanted to check on the unit with 
which his son would go to war. 

"| was very happy with what | was hearing about 27 
Battalion, 6” Marine Regiment," Larry said. "If your son's 
going to war, you want him going with the best unit 
possible." After all, Nicholson never figured he'd be sending 
his son off to war. That was the father's business. Andrew 
grew up a military child, but never showed any particular 
yearning to wear his father's uniform. 

Andrew decides to be a Marine 

It wasn't until Andrew's junior year at the Citadel, 
Nicholson's alma mater, that he said he wanted to be a 
Marine. “/ had no idea he even thought about doing that 
before,” Nicholson said. "/ thought it would pass. Kids want 
to be firemen and play centerfield for the Yankees. When 
it didn't pass, | felt a great swelling of pride." Andrew 
admitted he never really gave the idea of being a Marine a 
second thought until 9/11. Now, looking back, it seemed 
natural. “/t was normal for me,” Andrew explained. “/ guess 
it's like steel workers in Pittsburgh. It's a family tradition." 
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FREELANCE - Colonel Nicholson with Roger Mullis, °76, 
a photographer who is in Iraq with Larry's unit. 


Still Colonel Nicholson worried about his son. He knew 
Officer Candidates School and The Basic School would be 
tough. Follow-on training would be worse, since Andrew 
turned down an opportunity to become an aviator to run 
down his father's footsteps as an infantry officer. "That had 
less to do with me,” Nicholson explained. "He always want- 
ed to do things the hard way. That didn't surprise me.” 

Nicholson deployed when Andrew was in OCS and 
Andrew kept the fact that his dad wore a set of eagles on 
his collar to himself, even through basic school (TBS). But 
his secret was short-lived. His first week of TBS, he learned 
again what it was to be the son of an officer at war. 

Colonel Nicholson is wounded 

On 14 September 2004, Colonel Nicholson was wounded 
by a 122 mm rocket, the same day he took command of 
RCT-1. Lieutenant Colonel Kevin Shea, Nicholson's com- 
munications officer, was killed in the blast. Andrew found 
out by a phone call from his mother. "She was just crying,” 
Andrew explained. "/ sat in my room for four hours.” 

Andrew had no details. He didn’t know if it was a grazing 
wound or if the man who taught him to throw a baseball 
was worse off. Andrew finally saw for himself when he and 
his mother visited Nicholson at Bethesda Naval Hospital. "/ 
was in complete shock,” Andrew explained. "But there he 
was with this big smile on his face." 

But that was when Colonel Nicholson first became con- 
cerned for his son. It was while he was healing from his 
own wounds he knew he couldn't keep his son safe from 
everything like when he was a boy. "That's probably when 


1 got concerned,” Nicholson explained. "If it can happen to 
me, it can happen to him too.” 

Still, the colonel had Marines to lead. He made up in his 
mind he would be back in Iraq before Christmas. "We 
thought he was crazy,” Andrew explained. “But he said, ‘If 
my Marines were there for Christmas, | should be there 
too.” Colonel Nicholson said it was a pretty easy decision 
to return to 1% Marine Division, where he completed his 
tour on the staff. "/ knew as soon as | was well enough that 
1 would go. | really wanted to come home with the division." 

The first time the Nicholsons visited together on this tour 
of Iraq, Andrew stood in his father's office, the same one 
where he was injured. " said to him, 'You know, this is the 
office | got hurt in," Larry said. "He got kind of hushed and 
was taking it all in." Nicholson quickly changed the subject, 
but in those few brief moments, Andrew looked up and saw 
the pockmarked ceiling where fragments of the rocket had 
gouged out the concrete. 

“| stared at them for about 10 minutes," Andrew said. "/ 
was in there for about 30 minutes and didn't see the holes. 
| thought there was no way this was the same office." Both 
Marines spoke of the incident in unflinching, hushed tones. 
They didn't look away as they answered the questions, but 
both were very conscious of their answers. 

Debbie had the roughest road 

They've both worried for each other. Andrew worries 
about improvised explosive devices, Nicholson about his 
son as any father would. But the both agree, Debbie 
Nicholson, the colonel's wife and Andrew's mother, has had 
the roughest road yet. 

"Marines' wives are a special breed,” Nicholson said. 
"But Marine moms are different. It's incomprehensible for 
me to put into words. Every time the phone rang, she 
jumped.” Andrew agreed. For her part having both husband 
and son gone has been tough. Debbie said that knowing 
both were in harm's way has been difficult to handle, but 
worrying is different when it's a child. 

"It is totally different having a son deployed," she said. 
"He is your baby and your child that you always want to 
protect him from harm." Debbie tempered her maternal 
worries though, with an understanding of a Marine's heart. 
"| understand the determination they have for doing the job 
given and doing the best they can. And the way they feel 
about looking out for their Marines and Sailors." 

But it hasn't all been bad. Debbie was able to see e- 
mailed pictures of father and son together and that quieted 
some of the fears. E-mails home from the colonel about 
their son made things easier. Andrew didn't have regular 
access to Internet or phones, so updates were a little more 
common when the elder Nicholson arrived in Iraq. 

Dad will take care of it 

"She calmed down once | was in theater,” Lieutenant 
Nicholson said. "Dad will take care of it.” 

But Larry made a point of being the colonel before he 
was dad when it came to his son. “! worked hard to make 
it a point of not being an obvious parent,” Nicholson said. 
"| only saw him three times in six or seven weeks." He did 
have a confession, though. "/ read the significant actions for 
G Company very closely," he said. 

Andrew has a hard time seeing in his father the nearly 


Colonel Nicholson meets with the Mayor and 


indestructible regimental commander every other Marine 
sees. To him, he's the guy who taught him to swing a 
baseball bat. "/ don't think of him as a regimental com- 
mander," Andrew said. “He's my father." 

And Nicholson said he has a hard time not seeing his 
son as the tike in the yard playing sports. "He'll always be 
that little kid swinging a baseball bat,” he said. "! never 
want to let that image go." 

Still, combat changes a man and the Nicholsons share in 
a bond that goes beyond father and son to veterans who 
have led Marines in combat. "He's different," Nicholson 
added. "He's much more composed than he was a year 
ago. He's a confident young warrior I'm not only proud to 
have in the regiment, but doubly proud to have as my son." 

Then the time came for Andrew to heft his seabag and 
board the plane for home. He spent the last day in country 
at his father's side, a rare opportunity both Marines allowed 
for themselves. "It's a great way to end the deployment,” 
Andrew said. "We went on a patrol together and | showed 
him around my area." 

It frustrated Nicholson to not prod into his son's life and 
have to send him "MotoMail" messages when he was only 
a 20-minute drive away. Still, he was glad to send him 
packing for Camp Lejeune. "/ feel like a 20-pound rock has 
been lifted out of my pack," Nicholson said. "! feel guilty 
saying | won't be able to see him." 

Colonel Nicholson, AMA's Battalion Commander in 1974- 
75, will lead RCT-5 through early 2007 in operations in Al 
Anbar Province, Iraq. 
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Council in Fallujah. 


A letter from Colonel Nicholson 


As the Regimental Commander in Fallujah, | have about 
5,000 Marines and 3,000 Iraqi soldiers plus 1,500 Iraqi 
policemen in the regiment or working for the regiment. There 
are two Marine regiments in Iraq; the 7" in the West and our 
5" Marines in the East. My outfit is from Camp Pendleton and 
the 7” is from 29 Palms. Our higher headquarters is the 1° 
Marine Expeditionary Force, or simply 1MEF. 

My four USMC battalions are spread over an area that 
would cover from Harrisonburg to Staunton with the big city of 
Fallujah in the middle. That city had about 400,000 people 
before the war and now has 250,000 and growing daily as 
more and more folks return to rebuild and resettle. We patro/ 
the city and the rest of the Area of Operations (AO) daily and 
work hard to achieve several things: 

- Develop the Iraqi Army and Iraqi Police to assume full 
responsibility for the security of our AO. 

- Act as a windbreak for the political and security installa- 
tions to get their sea legs and develop roots. 

- Target and go after those who are trying to derail the Iraqi 
development, the bomb makers, snipers, financiers and any 
foreign fighters in the area. 

- Work to develop economic lines of operation, infrastructure 
development and local governance. 

| attend several city council, economic development and 
sheiks meetings every week. | also spend much time with my 
Iraqi counterparts: the Mayor of Fallujah, the Iraqi Police and 
the Iraqi Brigade Commanders who | am charged to mentor 

(concludes on page 72) 
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African-American cadets host AMA Museum weekend 


The six fellows who were standing in Maggie Belle's 
Parlor at the AMA Museum this past February had never 
thought of themselves as “brave pioneers" when they 
became some of the first Blacks to attend AMA in 1971. 
They were mostly 18 years old and concerned more about 
sports than academics. 

But said Warren Fleming, "AMA helped us become the 
people we are today. It put us through the trials and tribula- 
tions of the integration process and helped us integrate into 
American society." Bill Evans added that "we did come to 
AMA to play football but we learned a lot more." And Sam 
Hamilton added, "The most important thing to me back 
then was getting a car. | just wanted to get out of high 
school to get my Mom off my back, but | didn't really have 
any ambition after that." All the fellows who volunteered that 
weekend are from the Class of 1972. 

Attending high school in Staunton, Hamilton said he was 
mostly concerned about sports and being cool, “but the 
other cadets were talking about college and what they 
wanted to do with their lives. It kind of rubbed off on us." 

Wariness on both sides 

The six alumni said that there was wariness on both 
sides when they first stepped onto the Fort Defiance 
campus. These big football players could make an in- 
timidating sight walking along the stoops, but as time 
passed, friendships blossomed. 

Hamilton said that both groups found out that "the 
biggest difference was the color of our skins, but we all 
wanted the same things. We had common goals. At home, 
we could pick and choose who we wanted to be with. At 
AMA, we had to mingle. We got along well and made some 
great friends." 

In 1971, AMA had admitted the first Blacks in its history 
— all three good athletes. In the Class of 1972, there were 
ten African-Americans. 

Fleming, President of a Maryland technology company 
and an advisor to the Maryland governor, put the weekend 
together. Fleming said that he arrived at the museum on 
Friday to be briefed by Ben Zinkhan, “60, and Sergeant 
Don Studer on how to conduct a museum tour and "the 
camaraderie felt among us overshadowed the transfer of 
information." 

Wearing AMA Museum Volunteer shirts 

On Saturday morning, all the cadets showed up wearing 
their blue AMA Museum Volunteer shirts. The first visitor of 
the day had dropped by to donate an 1899 graduation 
program to the museum. Several students from Mary 
Baldwin and Fort Defiance High School also came by to 
meet the cadets and to tour the museum. 

That afternoon, a reporter came by from the Waynesboro 
News-Virginian and she was briefed on AMA's history and 
traditions. A picture story appeared in the paper on Sunday. 

Fleming encourages all alumni to come and spend a day 
or a weekend at the museum. "! cannot explain the joy and 
fun that | experienced over that historic weekend.” 


Contact Warren Fleming at: wkfleming@qst-inc.com 


On a weekend during African-American History Month, 
six former AMA cadets volunteered to cover the AMA 
Museum. Warren Fleming, °72, above, speaks at a press 
conference in the museum. L. to r., Doug Carter, Samuel 
Hamilton, Doug Kopp, Russell Wells and Bill Evans, all 
from the Class of 1972. 


What they are saying... 


Selected comments from recent museum visitors 


+ Great job! Very interesting and informative displays - 
Rich Taylor, Richmond 

+ Keep up the good work! | am a magistrate in the 26th 
Judicial District in Virginia - Joe Wenzel, °69, Luray 

+ Agreat museum says this Stuart Hall girl! - Anne Kast 
(Norris), Stuart Hall, 1966, Hamilton, Bermuda 

+ My grandfather attended AMA, Class of 1917 - Pete 
and Bridget Norman, Sayville, NY 

+ | had a great tour. So much to see and to learn - Ron 
Kovatch, Staunton 

+ | love Augusta! - Tom Mitchell, 76, Swoope, VA 

+ What a fine schooling experience AMA must have 
been! - Colin Keziney, Staunton 

+ My father Charles Churchman was an AMA cadet 
and later taught here - Charles and Pat Churchman, 
Bridgewater 

+ In the Spring of 1949, | was boy crazy and AMA was 
my favorite place! - Jane Musser, Rural Retreat 

+ My father Keith Hunt, “32, loved Augusta - Robert 
Hunt, Salem 

+ My father Colonel Herb Lucus taught at AMA. | grew 
up around here - Jeff Lucus, Staunton 

+ We had a wonderful guide! Very interesting - Helen 
and Lloyd Stephenson, Bloomington, IL 

+1 am a 1935 graduate of Mary Baldwin and visited the 
Rollers many times - Rosannah Miran Huff, McLean, VA 
+ | really appreciated all the information you shared with 
us - Janice Gentry, Waynesboro, on behalf of the 29 
guests from the Waynesboro Senior Center 

+ Very enjoyable tour by a committed, personable man - 
Ben Zinkhan - Edna Stone, Staunton 

+A 1964 Stuart Hall girl. | am glad | stopped by - Betsy 
Norris Sanders, Danville, NH 
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SPOTLIGHT on GEOF LAYNG, 47 


24 years after being told he had six months to live, he's still going strong 


Geofrey Grant Layng, “47, was an Army brat and he 
estimates that he may have lived on as many as 16 
different military posts before he left home for good. (His 


father retired after World War II 
at three star rank) With that 
background, you are entitled to 
ask how he ended up as a 
motivational speaker who 
recommends "the infinite in- 
clusion of healing energy" as 
the solution to many of life's 
woes, a philosophy honed by a 
near death experience a quarter 
of a century ago and a lecture 
on the UVA campus more than 
50 years ago. 

Geof was born in Auburn, NY. 
When he came to AMA, his 
father was Adjutant of the 89" 
Division which was to be in the 
middle of Hitler's last great 
effort, the Battle of the Bulge. 
(Colonel Layng previously had 
commanded the 71° Regiment 
of the 44" Division.) Geofs 
brother, Tony, stayed at AMA 
but a single year during which 
time he lived in the Infirmary 
"He was just too young for 
military school," Geof says. 
Tony is now a retired professor 
of anthropology from Elmira 
College in New York State and 
lives in Winston-Salem, NC. 

From his first Sunday at 
Augusta, Geof was most im- 
pressed with the Sunday 
Parades on the Fort Defiance 
campus: “The band music, all 
the people in cars around the 
Bowl, the 
cannon." 

In his 
senior 
year Geof 
would be 


From the 
1947 Recall least!" 


the principal actor on that stage as 
he flawlessly executed the duties of 
Battalion Adjutant. Well, almost flaw- 
lessly: “On one occasion, | raised my 
saber in salute and found my cap 
impaled on the end of my sword. It 
was very embarrassing to say the 


Geof Layng is a motivational speaker. 


Layng was on the AMA rifle team and played baseball. 
He marched in the Roller Rifles and was on the YMCA 
Cabinet and the Final Ball Committee and remembers most 


vividly Major Hoover both as a 
teacher and a mentor. “Lieu- 
tenant Arnaldo also gave me 
some valuable guidance," he 
recalls. One bit of fun that he 
remembers was when two bare 
electric wires were "Woven" into 
the bottoms of a cane chair so 
that when one seated himself, 
he got quite a shock. "It is just 
amazing that we didn't actually 
electrocute someone," he says. 

After Augusta, Geof enrolled 
at DePaul University in Green- 
castle, Indiana, not far from 
South Bend where his father 
was stationed. After two years, 
he transfered to the University 
of Richmond and graduated 
with a degree in physics. An 
uncle had wanted Geof to go 
into the banking business which 
he did reluctantly until the 
Korean War began. He was 
called to active duty, went 
through OCS and was sent to 
Fort Benning as a training 
officer. He later commanded a 
headquarters company "where 
| was saved by a wonderful first 
sergeant." Altogether he spent 
13 years in the USAR retiring at 
the rank of captain. 

After active duty, Geof went 
back to Indiana and into the real 
estate business with a friend. 
That part of his life was to last 
five years before the call to 
California brought him back to a 
place he loved best from his 
childhood. "My Dad was once 
stationed at Coronado and | had 
great memories of that beautiful 


place. Our house was next door to one owned by President 
Roosevelt's son. Once when the President visited, my dog 
got out and got into a scrap with Fala, Mister Roosevelt's 
dog. The Secret Service was not very happy with me." 
Geof went to work for a title company in San Diego and 
back into the real estate business as a regional director for 
Century 21. His first wife was a Christian Scientist and the 


Layngs and two other families founded a church which is 
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still functioning in San Diego. The 
tenets of the church would guide 
Geof over some rocky ground. 

As a successful realtor, Geof 
was often invited to share his 
secrets of success with others in 
the business. Dissatisfied with his 
public speaking abilities, he joined 
a Toastmasters Club to develop 
better oratorical skills. “The first 
day you attend a Toastmasters 
meeting, you have to make a little 
speech. | gripped the lectern so 
hard that | broke the microphone 
off!” But he persisted and his 
speaking proficiency began to 
blossom. In 1978, he formed The Professional Speakers 
Association with some 187 members, an organization that 
became part of the National Speakers Association in 1982. 
In the °80's, motivational speakers were much in demand 
and Layng soon found that public speaking had become his 
principal calling. 

Then, came the worst news anyone can receive. In 1982, 
Geof was diagnosed with stage four liver cancer and was 
told he had but three months to live. 

One day, | climbed the 67 steps 

"The first reaction was panic,” he remembers. "Then you 
slowly learn to accept the truth. | had a doctor who said he 
could perform surgery on me but that | was the one who 
had to do the healing.” With the help of his family and lots 
of prayer from caring friends, he was in remission nine and 
a half months after the initial diagnosis. "/ used to have 
people carry me down to the beach and lay me down. 
Then, one day, | climbed the 67 steps back up to my house 
and when | was able to do that, | knew | was going to 
recover.” 

Now, after a career of public speaking for a fee, he 
speaks gratis several times each month to different groups 
of seniors on such subjects as “Humor, healing and 
happiness” and "You're greater than you believe” in an 
attempt to educate and empower them to enhance the 
quality of their lives “! speak for free because it is a way of 
giving back," Geof says. "What | get out of it is seeing 
people walk out of my talks feeling better about them- 
selves... | don't try to talk people into things they don't want 
to be talked into. | want to find out what they believe and 
build on that. Humor is something that usually works and 
helps to loosen people up." Layng sees an unlimited 
potential in people remarking that many develop their 
perception of others "from looks, dress, speech patterns 
and the like. That is much too limiting." 

He believes that “we must embrace change... | use 
humor to get out of fear and use the infinite inclusion of 
healing energy to bring it out... | tell people that they need 
to look inside themselves. Humor expands your awareness 
and creates an uplifting attitude for life." He recalls helping 
a concert pianist by showing him how he could use tonal 
vibrations to create a healing environment for himself. 

While at the University of Richmond, Geof ventured over 
to Charlottesville to hear a lecture on quantum physics by 


Geof and Madi at home in San Clemente 


the Danish phyicist Niels Bohr. “It 
led me to think about quantum 
reality and the perception of what 
is reality. We define ourselves by 
the people and things around us 
but we are much more than that 
because we are multidimensional 
and connected to everything.” 
Layng says that we live in a 
"particle reality but we need to 
think in terms of a wave con- 
sciousness reality. We need to be 
inclusive, not exclusive... We react 
to what happens to us rather than 
create what we want to have 
happen to us. But we are now 
thinking more in a global (inclusive) level aided by the 
internet, DNA, space exploration and the like." 

Geof thinks that most of our politics "is a localized 
perception of reality, We need to see politics from a global 
point of view but that takes lots of time." He sees many 
things happening in the world “to change our ideas about 
who we are and how we fit into the universal world. There 
is a whole new dimension of who we are. We are a part of 
everything." 

After 17 years of marriage and two daughters, Geof and 
his first wife went their separate ways. Twelve years ago, 
he married Madeline (Madi) and between them they have 
five children, 11 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
One grandaughter, Tracy VanHooten, graduated from Cal 
Poly with a degree in orbital sciences and was hired im- 
mediately by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena. 
Tracy recently had a writeup in Time magazine. 
6oo0o0o39o 


Contact Geof at: Layngtalks@aol.com (949) 361-1484 


MASSANUTTEN HONOR - AMA Alumni President Garry 
Granger, °71, presents a special thank you to Sergeant 
Major James Helms, the faculty advisor for the Massa- 
nutten Military Academy Drill Team. Sergeant Helms has 
brought the drill team to the last three AMA reunions 
and conducts the knockout drill between MMA and the 
Roller Rifles at the reunion. 


Judge B. A. "Monk" Davis, ~43 


The Honorable Beverly Andrew Davis, Ill, “43, died on 
14 March 2006 after a brief illness. Davis was Judge of the 
22" Virginia Judicial District and lived in Rocky Mount 
(Franklin County), VA. 

Davis enrolled at 
Washington and Lee 
after he graduated from 
AMA but his studies 
were interrupted by 
World War Ill. He 
served as an aerial 
gunner in the Army Air 
Corps from 1944 until 
1946 when he returned 
to Washington and Lee. 
He earned both his 
undergraduate and law 
degrees from W&L and 
feturned to Franklin 
County to practice law 
with his father and uncle. In 1951-53, he served as an 
Assistant U. S. Attorney after which he returned to the 
practice of law. 

The Virginia General Assembly 
named him a Circuit Court Judge in 
1973 and he served until he retired in 
1998, continuing thereafter as a design- 
ated judge until 2005. He earned a 
reputation as a stern but fair judge. 

Judge Davis was Chairman of the 
Virginia Division of the Council on 
Criminal Justice from 1978 until 1982. In 
2003, he was chosen as a Fellow of the 
Virginia Law Foundation. He also served 
as the Chairman of the Franklin County 
School Board. At AMA, Judge Davis 
played football and was elected to @b Astra per Aspera. 

His wife of 47 years, Jane, and a daughter, Julia, prede- 
ceased him. He is survived by a daughter, Sarah Davis 
Alexander of Rocky Mount; a son, Richard Andrew (Drew) 
Davis of Union Hall, VA; six grandchildren; a brother, 
Richard Davis of Radford, and a sister, Ellen Davis Christie 
of Potomac, MD. 


Judge Davis in 1998. 


Cadet Davis, 
1942 Recall 


We very much need your help 


Often, we do not know about the passing of 
an AMA alumnus or friend for months and 
sometimes years after they have died. 
When you hear that an AMA man or 
a special friend of Augusta has passed on, 
please make it a point to notify the 
AMA Chaplain Frank Spencer, ‘49, at: 
2frankspencer@myway.com 
and/or The Bayonet at: 
AMABayonet@aol.com 
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Rod Willey, 51, and Sue straighten up the bulletin board 
in front of the AMA Alumni House/Museum, 2000. Below, 
Sue with Dr. George "Boots" Solan, °43, at Reunion 2004. 


Volunteer Sue Willey passes on 

Shirley Sue Willey, the wife of Rod Willey, “51, passed 
away at home in Fort Defiance on 27 February 2006 after 
a long illness. The Willeys celebrated their 50" anniversary 
on 27 November of last year. 

Mrs. Willey volunteered often at the AMA Alumni House/ 
Museum. During the annual AMA alumni reunions, she and 
Rod arranged for the Thursday evening receptions at the 
Staunton Country Club and made all the arrangements for 
the Saturday luncheons served in the AMA Gymnasium, 
even after she became ill. When the AMA Museum first 
opened, the Willeys paid the monthly lease for the first few 
years and were ever attentive to the needs of the museum 
including keeping the bulletin board up to date (see photo 
above) 

Sue was Secretary of the Shenandoah Navy League and 
holder of the Red Purse in the Red Hat Society. She is 
survived by her husband, Rod; a daughter, Roxanne Willey 
Dietrick of Ashland, VA; a son, Victor Willey of Pasadena, 
Maryland; and two grandchildren. 

Rod is a member of the AMA Alumni Association Board 
of Directors and a Trustee of the AMA Alumni Foundation. 


AMA deaths reported to us flay 2005-HMlay 2006 


Class of 1926 
Class of 1927 


Class of 1932 
Class of 1933 
.- Class of 1933 
Class of 1934 
Class of 1934 
.. Class of 1984 


Tyson J. Mapp 
Jasper Matthews, Jr. . . 


Walton D. Stallings -.. 
Jack W. Fretwell 
Robert West Kluttz 
Norvin Perry 
Samuel Pierce 
Henry C. Watkins .. 
Dr. Basil Tully Class of 1935 
Walter H. Flippin - Class of 1937 
Thomas M. Behrendt . . Class of 1940 
Dr. Morton Alper Class of 1942 
William T. Berry Class of 1942 
William Footie Cotton . Class of 1942 
Robert Dorsk Class of 1942 
Col. Theodore Williams Class of 1942 
Judge B. A. Davis .... Class of 1943 
Dr. Don Elston Class of 1944 
W. Vincent Barber ... Class of 1945 
Charles Collinge Class of 1946 
Ludlow L. Griner Class of 1946 
John Henkel Jackson . Class of 1946 
Robert Buckmaster ... Class of 1948 
Thad Amber Lora Class of 1948 
Col. Douglas Nemier .. Class of 1949 
Class of 1959 
James Hoover Bosley . . Class of 1960 
John Monty Ellis Class of 1960 
Richard M. Connor ... Class of 1961 
George Pendergraft .. Class of 1965 
John Firth Carson .... Class of 1968 
... Class of 1969 
Class of 1970 


Lyle M. Wagner 


Thomas M. Pascale 
Robert P. Echols 


Gary K. Nicholson .... Class of 1970 
George E. McCoach, Jr Class of 1972 


L. L. Minges Class unknown 


STAFF MEMBERS 
Col. Robert Clay Eanes 


Dr. Samuel Henley Carter 


AMA FRIENDS 
Hilton Roller Grasty 
Jeanne Ramsey .. . (Mrs. Clyde, 1949) 
Virginia Wales ... (Mrs. Sam, 1935) 
Sue Willey (Mrs. Rod, 1951) 
Colonel Theodore Williams ... SMA 


Pap these - 
@ur classmates - 
Our friends - 
@ur fellow cadets - 
Find eternal peace 
In the knowledge 
that they are not forgotten, 
And have that which 
lies beyond the tomb - 
@ home in the heart 
of every Augustan. 


Waynesboro, VA 22980 
540/943-2633 


2frankspencer@myway.com 


Jack W. Fretwell, °33 

18 February 2006, at the Blue Ridge 
Hospice Residential Center, 91. Led a 
dance orchestra for many years which 
had Patsy Cline as a singer early in 
her career. An avid golfer, he had four 
holes-in-one in a long life. For 34 
years, he pitched on softball teams 
winning two Winchester city champ- 
ionships. Served in the Army in the 
South Pacific during World War Il. 
Managed the Visualite Theater in 
Staunton after the war. Survived by 
his wife of 68 years, Margaret Shank 
Fretwell; two sons, Jack, Jr. of 
Reston, VA, and Dr. Stephen Fretwell 
of Selmer, TN; a daughter, Dr. Marsha 
Fretwell Ley of Wilmington, NC; a 
sister, Jeanne Rees of Reston; five 
grandchildren; and six great-grand- 
children. At AMA: varsity basketball, 
varsity track, Band Company. Report- 
ed by Julian Quarles, “35. 


Sam Pierce, °34 
August 2005, no details available. 


Walter H. Flippin, “37 
31 March 2006, of heart failure at the 
Rockingham Memorial Hospital in 
Harrisonburg, age 91. Worked in the 


Baltimore shipyards during World War 
Il building Liberty Ships. Cooper at 
Tylor Cooperage. East Coast high 
school wrestling champion. Survived 
by a daughter, Phyllis Moore of 
Bridgewater and a son, James of Fort 
Seybert. At AMA: wrestling team, 
Monogram Club. Reported by Jerry 
Wildman, °57. 


Dr. Don Elston, “44 

14 February 2006, in Green Valley, 
AZ, of a heart attack. Spent his entire 
career with the U.S. Geological Sur- 
vey working on every continent except 
Australia. Had 22 different research 
trips into the Grand Canyon. Retired 
after 40 years in 1991. Survived by 
his wife of 58 years, Shirley; two sons, 
Geoffrey of Anaheim Hills, CA and Jay 
of Tempe, AZ; and twin daughters. 
Janet of Dallas, TX and Karen of 
Sleepy Hollow, IL. For the last few 
years, Don and Shirley faithfully 
traveled from Arizona to attend the 
annual alumni reunions at AMA. 


John Henkel Hinton Jackson, “46 
29 March 2006, at Winchester Medical 
Center, 78. A 32-year research and 
development employee with DuPont at 
the Falling Waters, 

West Virginia 
plant. Member, 
National Sons of 
the Revolution. 
Lifetime member, 


Antique Auto- 
mobile Club of 
America. As a 


passionate 


devotee of classic | John Henkel 
autos, his efforts Jackson, 


led to the estab- 
lishment of the 
landmark Virginia license plate 
program for antique vehicles in the 
mid-1950's. Survived by his wife of 59 
years, Mary Ann Poisal Jackson of 
Summit Point, WV; a son, John, Il, of 
Mechanicsburg, PA; a daughter, 
Alexis Jackson Thompson of Chapel 
Hill, NC; six grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. At AMA: Mail 
Sergeant, B Company, staff. Reported 
by John Pappas, “47, and Jim Lane, 
“49. 


1946 Rec: 
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Charles Collinge, “46 
June 2003. No other details available. 


James Hoover Bosley, “60 
29 April 2006, in Leesburg, VA, 65. 
Emory and Henry College. Survived 
by a daughter, Kim Banty of Myrtle 
Beach, SC; sisters Cheri Heritage of 
Palm Coast, FL and Jane Rock of 
Ponchatoula, LA; and brothers William 
of Hamilton and Mayer from Leesburg. 


John Firth Carson, “68 
8 February 2006, died suddenly in 
Ashland, VA. Retired from Verizon in 
2002 with 30 
years of service. 
Since his retire- 
ment, worked at 
Conventry Farm 
which he and his 
wife had built in 
Ashland. Survived 
by his wife of 25 
years, Cindy; two 


sons, Johnny and John Carson, 
Bobby; one” 1968 l] 
daughter, Jenna 
Carson Morris; 


two brothers, Rick and Rob, °67; and 
his mother, Mrs. Mary Burrow Carson. 
At AMA: captain of A Company; Honor 
Committee; Honor Roll; lacrosse and 
soccer; Secretary, Cotillion Club. 


Robert P. Echols, *70 

3 May 2006, at home in Norfolk, after 
a three year battle with ALS. He 
devoted much of 
his life to helping 
people with disa- 
bilities. He vol- 
unteered at Camp 
Civitan for children 
with disabilities 
since 1982. Pro- 
vided services to 
disabled adults for 
25 years. Survived 
by his wife, Paula; 
two sons, Robert 
and Paul; two sisters, Jane Meader 
and Beverly Keilty. At AMA: five year 
man, soccer and fencing, Superior 
Cadet, Captain, Band Company. @b 
Astra per Agpera. Reported by Steve 
Trent, °70. 


Bob Echols, 
1970 Recall 
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Jimmy Ragsdale and Jim Bazemore — 
the Bobbsey Twins of the late 40s 


By Jim Bazemore, “48 


On a trip in the mid-1990s from our home in Nova Scotia 
to a place we had in Florida, my wife and | stopped by 
AMA. There was no activity; all signs of life abandoned. We 
walked through the open barracks and slowly wandered by 
the buildings that hold so many memories for me. | tried to 
portray to my wife Trudie what 
cadet life was like for a young 
boy at Augusta during the 
1946-1948 years immediately 
following World War Two. | 
talked of my off and on again 
imposed separations from my 
roommate Jimmy Ragsdale, 
“49, who was a lifelong friend 
and who she knew from his 
having visited with us for my 
50" birthday celebration in 
1981. Jimmy and | were in the 
Marine Corps during the Korean 
War and he stayed in the Corps 
until being medically discharged 
following the third time he, as 
an observer pilot, had been 
shot down. He spent a year in a body cast to mend 32 
broken bones. 

In 1950, | spent a year at Parris Island as a rifle marks- 
manship coach and in 1951 both Jimmy and | were in 
Korea. After he was wounded, he came home after having 
been awarded the Silver Star for extraordinary bravery in 
battle. | was a sniper in “51 and came home in early “52 on 
the hospital ship Hope. 

Jimmy left the Marine Corps to attend and graduate from 
the University of North Carolina and then returned to the 
Corps and to officer training at the Quantico Marine Base. 
| returned to UVA, this time graduating from the school of 
architecture. Jimmy eventually moved to Oak Plantation 
near Beaufort, South Carolina where | had earlier designed 
a home for him and his family. 

Ragsdale passes away 

Jimmy died of a heart attack in April 1992 while watching 
his son play in a soccer game. Earlier that year, during the 
time we lived and traveled on our sailboat before taking her 
to Nova Scotia, we visited with Jim at the Oak Plantation. 

While visiting AMA, Trudie and | went to the Presbyterian 
Manse across Highway 11 from the Augusta Stone Church. 
| had spent many late afternoons there while a cadet and 
had enjoyed many home-cooked dinners prepared on the 
household kerosene fired stove in which wonderful bread 
was made daily. These enjoyable visits had an added 
benefit of conversations with Mrs. McBryde, the minister's 
wife. They were thought provoking talks filled with en- 
couragement and | grew to admire her greatly. 


Jim Bazemore, above, and 
Jimmy Ragsdale, right. 


These periods of enlightenment generally occurred while 
| was in waiting to see the Reverend and Mrs. McBryde's 
daughter Duffie who would be on her way home from Lee 
High School in Staunton. Reverend McBryde had been a 
Marine Corps recipient of the Navy Cross during the First 
World War, but his daughter with whom | had, since our 
initial meeting, been much impressed, was the high point of 
my excursions to the manse. 

The happenstance of my meeting Duffie, which to this 
day has been a mystery to me, had been at the bequest of 
then Major Roller. Study hall in the AMA Big Room was 
compulsory during one's first few 

months at AMA and there-after 

necessary should your grades 
be deficient. This was the same 
room in which Mrs. Robinson 
gathered everyone on every 

Sunday evening to sing Onward 

Christian Soldiers and other old 

favorites. It was late September 

as | sat there amongst our 
many new cadets when Major 

Roller summoned me to his 

desk positioned on the elevated 
stage at the front of the room. 
"Cadet Bazemore," he said as he 
looked down upon me, “you are aware that we have our 
first fall dance in a few weeks. | want you to call the 
Reverend McBryde's home and arrange to escort his 
daughter to our dance." | didn't know what to think, but of 
course immediately replied with a "Yes, sir!" 

| don't know that | have ever told anyone of this and at 
the time | wondered why he had chosen me for this 
mission. Could it have had something to do with the fact my 
brother Don had been a football star at Augusta in 1945, 
leaving with the tough decision to select one of five full 
college football scholarships? 

Unworldy teenagers 

As it turned out, Duffie McBryde and | were both young 
unworldly teenagers who had yet to attend a dance at 
AMA. The dances were held in the gym which was 
beautifully decorated for these occasions. Most attendees 
were shy and particularly Duffie and |. Nevertheless, 
dances at AMA were great fun and a wonderful time was 
had before Goodnight Sweetheart was announced to be the 
last dance. As it turned out | was one very lucky guy of 
which | was well aware. 

Jimmy was always popular with the girls and was part of 
a very social group of young people in his hometown of 
Columbia, South Carolina, his grandfather having been a 
senator from South Carolina. | spent my first AMA 
Christmas Holiday there with Ragsdale and his family and 
was overwhelmed by all the social activity. 

(continued on page 60) 
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These classes 
will be honored at the 
2007 reunion. 


Sy ‘S 
Agta wy my ach 
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1937 - AMA's cavalry unit, under the command of 
Lieutenant Charles S. Roller, Ill, the son of General 
Roller and Linda Roller Livick's father. 


1947 - The Corps, red capes turned out, form in front of Big 
Barracks after a snowstorm. 


1957 - Goodloe Saunders, Gray Hume and Duke 
Fancher lead the figure at the Opening Formal Dance. 


= 
1967 - The Corps of Cadets had a lot to cheer for as Augusta 
trounced Fishburne 41-12 on Thanksgiving Day. Among those we 
could ID in the photo are "Aspirin" Bayer, Ed Longmire, Willie 
Walcott, Bill Lane, Ron Nagy, Scott Shearer, Joe Berman and 
Mark Holloman. It was AMA's only win of the season! 
' . = 
fs 


1977 - Mike McGee makes the out at home plate in the FMS game. 4982 - Sergeant Studer’s State Champion Rifle Team. 
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Chairman 
Goodloe Saunders, °57 
Afton, Virginia 


Vice Chairman 

Frank Williamson, *60 
Richmond, Virginia 
Frank bevi@aol.com 


Trustees 

Bob Bradford, “50 

El Dorado Hills, California 
AMABayonet@aol.com 


Garry Granger, °71 * 
Double Oak, Texas 
GGranger@FreshAdvantage.com 


Dr. Richard Whitaker, *72 * 
Turner, Maine 


Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob Harris, “54 * 
Amherst, Virginia 
bhariii@aol.com 


Duke Fancher, °58 
Arlington, Virginia 
tdfan@aol.com 


Gordon Metz, *68 
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Rod Willey, °51 
Fort Defiance, Virginia 
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rar 2 earns income on any one of its 
Association Foundation projects, it may, if its officers or 


The Augusta Military Academy 
Alumni Association, Inc. plans and 
executes annual alumni reunions, 
operates the PX, sponsors special 
events, and supports other "for 
profit" ventures. 


Reunion registration fees, PX 
purchases and the like are NOT 
tax deductible. 


The Association has a Board of 
Directors consisting mainly of, but 
not limited to, alumni of AMA. 


There is an annual election of 
board members at the Member- 
ship Meeting during the annual 
reunions. Officers are selected 
annually at the board meeting held 
during the annual alumni reunion 


The Augusta Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc. supports 
the AMA Legacy Scholarship 
Fund, the VMI Scholarship Fund, 
the AMA Museum, the main- 
tenance of the alumni mailing lists, 
and the publishing and distribution 
of The Bayonet. 


Gifts to the Foundation ARE tax 
deductible. 


The AMA Alumni Foundation 
was created to provide an oppor- 
tunity for friends of Augusta to 
support our activities and be 
entitled to a deduction on federal 
and state* income taxes. The AMA 
Alumni Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt organization as defined 
by IRS regulations. 


board so decide, transfer some or 
all of those funds to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. 


However, once money has gone 
into a Foundation account, it can 
be used only for those purposes 
which would entitle the contributor 
to a tax deduction (such as 
scholarships, museum programs 
or The Bayonet). 


The FoundationIS PROHIBITED 
by IRS rules from transferring any 
of its funds to the Association 


There is an annual election of 
Trustees and officers at the annual 
reunions. Trustees may be AMA 
alumni, but are not required to be. 


* Check with your financial advisor to determine 
your state's tax rules 
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Tommy Simmons, 53 
Dave Conrad, 59 West Augusta, Virginia 
Red Oak, Virginia _ 
daveaconrad@aol.com Frank Spencer, 49 


Waynesboro, Virginia 


Jim Council, “49 2rankspencer@myway. com 

San Antonio, Texas 

Jwcouncill@cs.com Master Sergeant Don Studer 
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Bazemore and Ragsdale trom page 56 

A number of the girls he knew attended Mary Baldwin and 
Sweetbrier during our second year at Augusta. Early on 
Jimmy was dating the daughter of one of SMA's instructors 
who lived not very far from the Augusta Stone Church. The 
temptation to visit with the girls so close by was so strong 
that we often found ourselves 
AWOL. 

On one such occasion, an 
evening with no moon, we were 
tushing to return to barracks by 
way of the church's adjacent 
cemetery grounds. To my fright, 
as we ran among the gravestones 
there was a sudden blood 
curdling scream and a thud that 
came from Ragsdale. He had 
fallen head-long into a freshly 
excavated gravesite! 

This occasion among other 
adventures did not apparently go 
completely unnoticed for | recall 
several times during Sunday 
evening Tattoo formation when 
we turned in the required weekly 
letter home, when it was asked, "Are the Bobbsey Twins 
with us tonight?" Ragsdale and | both played football on 
Major Hoover's 150 pound team which was relegated to 
playing successfully against area high school varsity football 
teams as far away as Charlottesville. At that time our 
varsity was made up of a number of veterans and others on 
scholarship. Colonel Roller (he had been promoted) who 
had played football at VMI along with General George C. 
Marshall, his roommate, was very interested in having a 
high-powered team to compete 
with college freshman teams 
and other like-minded prep 
schools. Anyway, Jimmy was 
elevated to the varsity after he 
recovered a game winning 
fumble in the end zone during 
our game that year with the 
Miller School. 

Getting the job at hand done 

Neither Jimmy nor | were 
outstanding students, but | did manage, the hard way, to 
learn how to concentrate on my studies. In spite of the two 
compulsory hours of sitting at your desk every evening | 
exerted no effort which meant | would not have correct 
answers when called upon in class. | slowly realized that 
maybe | should do the work since | was not free to do 
anything else. It was amazing to me to find how satisfying 
it became to now be fully participating. My biggest lesson 
learned at AMA was how to concentrate and get the job at 
hand completed. 

In my second year at AMA, Colonel Louisell offered a 
course in drafting. | elected to take it rather than third year 
Spanish thus forfeiting an AMA diploma for a high school 
certificate. That turned out to be a great decision that led 


Jimmy Ragsdale, 1952. 


IN KOREA - Left, Jim Bazemore and right, 


Jimmy Ragsdale, the AMA "bad boy,” won the 
Silver Star in Korea 26 July 1952. Though he 
had been quite severely wounded, "Corporal 
| Ragsdale exposed himself to enemy fire to 


help carry a wounded Marine back to safety.” 
He was soon promoted to sergeant. 


me to architecture. Jimmy fared about the same as | did in 
his class work with the result his Dad, an AMA graduate in 
the mid twenties, insisted that Jimmy spend a post-grad- 
uate year at Augusta. 

All told, we both thoroughly enjoyed our years at Augusta 
and felt we had been well prepared for what lay ahead. On 
occasion we talked wonderingly 
as to why there was no apparent 
effort toward creating an alumni 
association, especially during the 
50's and 60's. And when Jimmy 
heard that AMA had closed its 
doors we lamented together that 
fact and thought the school clos- 
ing might not have happened if 
there had been a strong alumni 
association. But we did not know 
the facts then and | still do not 
know all the circumstances, 

Nevertheless, | am more than 
pleased to know that we do now 
in fact have an active AMA 
Alumni Association, Trudie and | 
stopped for another visit last year. 
Big changes are underway and 
Master Sergeant Don Studer very kindly showed us 
through the museum, brought us up to date on events that 
have taken place and gave us copies of recent issues of 
The Bayonet. 

Read about salute to Korean vets 

Then | received a copy of The Bayonet announcing the 
2006 reunion. Its theme to salute Korean and Vietnam War 
vets brought about this story for although neither Jimmy nor 
| would consider ourselves “forgotten heroes from forgotten 
wars,” | do feel there may be some of AMA's grads of the 
late “40s who may wonder what 
ever happened to the Bobbsey 
Twins. And if you may be 
wondering what happened to 
Duffie Mc Bryde — well, she 
married a fellow grad of UVA 
and has for the past 50 
oddyears lived near Baltimore 
with her children and grand- 
children close by. As for me, my 
wife and | have been together for 28 years. We have sold 
our boats, our far apart homes, | no longer teach and | 
have closed down my architectural practice in western New 
York State though | continue to design projects that may 
arise and come my way. 

We recently settled on Dataw Island near Beaufort where 
we have built a home not far from the Oak Plantation. 
There are four children, all much more successful than their 
Dad, and we have nine wonderful grandchildren. 

Warm regards to our AMA alumni and Duffie! 


Write to Jim Bazemore at: 
19 Sparrow Nest Point 
Dataw Island, SC 29920 


e-mail: jtbaze@isic.net 
Phone: 842/838-9907 


These alumni e-mail 
addresses have been 
found to be incorrect 


Listed here by class are a number 
of e-mail addresses which appear to 
be incorrect. 

Please look through the list and if 
your name is on it, send your correct 
e-mail address to: 


webmaster@amaalumni.org 
Year Name 


36 Roller, Tom 
45 Freeman, Richard 

45 Green, Gene 

45 Taylor, William S. 

46 Jackson, John 

48 Knicely, Carroll 

47 Bradford, C. Robert 

47 

48 Guffey, Howard 

48 Ramsey, €. Gardner, Jr. 
49 Grimner, Jack 

49 Lora, Winston 

49 McLaughlin, Richard 
49 Spencer, Frank E., Jr. 
50 Cole, John M., dr. 

51 Hargrave, Charles 

51 Newman, Peter 

52 Ray, Eddie 

54 Alvarez, Ricardo 

54 Gontrum, Louis R. 

54 Kirtz, James 

54 Wallace, Thomas 

55 Bryant, Joseph 

56 Perez, Humberto 

57 Stuckey, Richard 

57 Turner, Jim 

58 Harmon, Hugh 

58 Riddle, Ed 

58 Ward, A. Lynch 

59 Alday, Antonio C. 

59 Battenhouse, Robert T 
59 Blakely, Bill 

59 Cabaniss, Mike 

59 Rodgers, Eugene A. 

60 Evans, Fred 

60 Holtman, Jim 

60 Roelle, William H. 

61 Maney, Hilton 

61 Steele, Jack 

62 Dorton, William R. Bill 
62 Kissling, Kevin 

62 Ottenberg, L 

62 Rodriquez, Aquiles Rod 
62 Weatherspoon, Michael 
63 Alfonso, Monte 

63 Casaverde, Scott 

63 Green, R. Scott 

63 Hume, Bob 

63 Kristek, Joe 

63 Phillips, Ray 

63 Smith, John 

64 Davenport, Ken 

64 Golden, J. Allen 

65 Crawford, Charles, 11 
65 de la Torre, Jose, Ugarte 
65 Nuckols, Edmund C.., Jr. 
66 Atkinson, Donald G. 

67 Alston, E. H., Jr 

67 Anderson, Jim 
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HAPPIER TIMES - Dr. Don Elston, “44, and Shirley have come all the way 
from Flagstaff, Arizona to the AMA reunion in recent years. We were 
saddened to hear that Don passed away this past February after a heart 
attack. Above, Don and Shirley prepare to board the motor coach for an 
excursion during last year's reunion. Checking them in are Ben and Frank 


Williamson, “60. (See TAPS, page 55) 


67 
68 
69 
70 
70 
70 
70 
71 
71 
72 
72 
72 
72 
73 
74 
74 
74 
75 
75 
75 
7 
7 
7 
78 
78 
73 
79 
79 
79 
81 
83 
84 


Newbill, Charles Warren 
lkenberg, Ronald H. 
Henderson, John P., Ill 
Jackard, Jeff 

Jenkins, Herman 
Parkins, Bill 

Thiel, Larry 

Baron, James E. 
Femrite, Mark Henry 
Kopp, Douglas W. 
Mainati, Don 

Pitman, Scott 
Thompson, Paul J., It! 
Hammond, William 
Frohlich, Ken 

Geddie, Frank 
Resnick, Daniel 
Arthur, John 

Siegel, David 


Livick, Charles R 
McWilliams, Keith 

Mineff, George, Jr 

Colburn, Doug 

Halsman, David 

Cabaniss, Keith 

Demory. Wes 

Guillott, John 

Narlis, Michael 

Chulia, Jorge D. 

West, Norvell 

Jackson, Brett 

Murphy, David 

Randall, Joseph 

Raynes, Cindy 

Cole, Chester 

Saunders, Robert FuzzyMoto 
Davis, Harry 

Sedr, William R. 


Filming underway 
on Marshall crash 
which took Parker 
Ward's life in 1970 


On 14 November 1970, a chartered 
jet bringing the Marshall football team 
home from a game at East Carolina 
crashed into a hillside short of the 
Huntington, West Virginia Airport. All 75 
people on the plane died including 37 
players, five coaches, school officials, 
the crew and Marshall fans including 
AMA Alumni Association President 
Parker Ward, °54. 

This coming November, 36 years after 
the deadly crash, a Warner Brothers 
movie starring Matthew McConaughey 
will be released which details how the 
Marshall football program rose from the 
ashes. Only the first 15 minutes of the 
film will portray events leading up to and 
including the crash. The first three 
weeks of filming were done in Hunting- 
ton. The rest is being filmed in Atlanta 
where game scenes will be played out. 
The movie's title: We are Marshall. 

The present AMA Alumni Association 
was formed in June of 1970 and Ward 
was elected its first president. 
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First annual AMA Alumni Cruise 


A Royal Caribbean cruise to the Bahamas on Majesty of the 
Seas is scheduled for 4-8 September for all AMA alumni, their 
families and their friends. Cruise Chairman Manuel Balbis, 
“53, also announced that American Airlines is the official airline 
of the AMA cruise. 

The cruise leaves Miami on Monday 4 September landing 
on Coco Key, Bahamas, a Royal Caribbean private island, 
then on to Nassau, Key West and back to Miami on Friday 8 
September. In all, there will be four nights on the ship. 

Prices start at $195 per person for an interior cabin plus port 
charges and U.S. taxes of $141.41 per person. In addition, 
cruise members will be asked to make a $50 contribution to 
the AMA Alumni Foundation. Cabin upgrades are available by 
calling Alfred Hernandez, Sales Manager, Destination Cruise 
Center, at, toll free, 1/800/537-1221. (Don't forget to refer to 
the Augusta Military Academy Cruise!) 

SEE FULL PAGE AD ON PAGE 65 

Tom DelValle, *73, Vice President of American Airlines, has 
arranged for American to be the official airline for the cruise. 
For schedules and bookings, contact American at www.aa.com 
(refer to Code A2906AH) You may also phone 1/800/433-1790 
but there is a ten dollar fee for phone purchases (and a fifteen 
dollar fee if you buy the ticket at an airport). There are no fees 
if AA tickets are bought on the American Airlines web page. 

Balbis says that there are plans for an AMA reception during 
the cruise plus a great opportunity to be with people who love 
AMA. If you have any questions, you may contact Manuel at 
Maweet@aol.com 


How Carlos Castro,'70, came to AMA 


When | was a teenager, | started to dream about going to 
military school, It was 1969 and | walked to the U.S. Embassy 
in San Jose, Costa Rica just across Second Avenue from the 
family travel business. | was impressed with the uniforms of 
the Marines guarding the Embassy and started to ask myself, 
"Well, why not me?” 

The embassy gave me some catalogs 
describing military schools in the States: 
Fork Union, SMA and AMA. My family 
looked at the catalogs and were very 
impressed with Colonel Livick, so | 
started working on getting a student visa. 
Before | knew it | was packing my bags 
for the U.S. From Costa Rica. | flew to 
Washington on Lacsa and National Air- 
lines, then to Staunton on Pigmon 
Airlines. (Maybe Piedmont Airlines?) 

| soon met Colonel Livick, Colonel 
Savedge, Colonel Kramer, Lieutenant 
Caballero and Captain Dillow and then | saw the first 
snowfall of my life. | had many incredibile experiences in my 
time at Augusta. | was very sorry to learn from Jorge 
Rovirosa, °70, that AMA had closed its doors in 1984. | had 
just told my wife that we should fly to Virginia to see where | 
went to school when | learned that it was no longer open. 
Well, the doors of my heart will never close because of the 
memories | have of our dear school. 

(Carlos now lives in Venezuela) 
[carlos_castro2@cantv.net] 


P| 


Carlos Castro, 
1969 Recall 


Jack Milstead, 47, brings us up to date 


By Thomas G. (Jack) Milstead, Jr. 

| want to thank AMA for sending me The Bayonet for these 
last few years. Enclosed is a check to help with the publication 
of the newsletter. | do thoroughly enjoy all the articles and 
especially some of the old pictures. 

| was originally from Lynchburg and was at AMA with the 
Pearson Brothers, Norman Burton, Max Kuniansky, Don 
Heppner, et al. | was only at Augusta for two half years 
(January to June of 1946 and January to June of 1947). 

Afterwards, | attended the University of Virginia graduating 
in 1952, then spent two years in the Army, one year of which 
was spent in Korea as a company commander in the Second 
Infantry Division. 

After my service, | was in the contracting business in Lynch- 
burg for several years. Later, | was President of Milstead 
Boiler and Engineering Company and President of T.B. Dorin- 
Adams Company (roofing and sheet metal). | disposed of 
these companies in the early ‘80's and was for a while a 
manufacturer's rep in the soft goods industry. 

My wife, Laura, and | now live in Murrells Inet, South 
Carolina, Now retired, we enjoy our five grandchildren 
whenever we can 

[tmilstead@scrr.com] 


AMA’s Headquarters Hotel 
x 
J . 
Yotidoy Swe 
Golf and Conference Center 
116 spacious rooms 


Two-line data port phones 
Golf packages, course on premises 


Indoor/outdoor pool 
Exercise facility 
Near AMA and the heart of Staunton 


Special rates for AMA alumni and friends who 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum 


INSIDE - Two fellows from the Class of 


OUTSIDE - Willis Walker, °71, and Eddie > Bill Kivlighan and Tommy Simmons, 


se inside the tent. Bill's uncle, also named 
tatetece 88, chat outside the HospE oi) saughtiat AMA in the “60's. 


DEALING DUCATS - John Hash, °75, 
and Ben Zinkhan, “60, standing, peddle 
Tower of Power drawing tickets to 
Julian Quarles, “35, and Sergeant Don 
Studer at the Awards Banquet. 


* iD TWO CHOPPER PILOTS - Roger Messick, 
Ar Ae) MILITARY ASo® “52, and Dave Rackléy, °71, both flew the 
MNI associ® 


Falcon for the U.S. Army. 


JUST DESSERTS - Bill Rand, “48, looks 
over the selection of pies and cakes at 
the Friday Awards Banquet. 


LOOKING FOR GOLD - Two Forty-niners 
at the reunion: Bill "Red" Rubush and 
Ed Chauncey. 


FOX INTERVIEWS NICHOLSON - FOX 
News Bill Hemmer interviewed Larry 
Nicholson, °75, at his post in Iraq. Here, © 
Brett Thompson, ‘75, introduces a video 
of the interview at the Awards Banquet. 
RESTING - Nate Adams, “41, his wife, We are all proud of Colonel Nicholson! 
Eloise, and a friend pause on the 

grounds in front of the AMA Museum Photo by Bruce Nicholson, °62 
during Reunion 2006. 


Letters to 


the Editor 


| will see my friend again 

| clicked on the AMA website to get some e-mail ad- 
dresses when | saw the news about Gary Nicholson. 

A choking gripped my throat as my eyes squinted at 
the page. Could this be correct? Oh, my God! Gary? We 
went to school together, we were kids together, we were 
friends. Not since Charlie Hillsman died had such a 
wave of sadness passed over me. 

Hope is such a blessing, hope is such a curse. Hope is 
a blessing in that it allows you to say, "Someday, | will 
see my friend again, | will make it, and we will get 
together and visit." And hope is the curse that causes you 
to put it off until too late. 

Funny, | had the same sense of sadness when my 
parents’ car pulled out of AMA on graduation day know- 
ing that many of the friends | made were being left 
behind. That was so many years ago. 

God bless Old Friends. May we meet sooner rather 
than later. 

Steve Pearson, *72 


AMAMail@aol.com Bradenton, FL 


Looking for Peter Morrissey 

Captain Peter Morrissey was my 
grandfather and he taught at AMA in 
the 1940's. He also was involved in 
athletics. The family does not know 
much about his time at Augusta and 
we would be very interested in any 
pictures or stories that help us to 
understand what he did at AMA. 

He coached swimming and foot- Captain 
ball at Lehigh University in Bethle- Morrissey, 
hem, PA and the swimming pool 1947 Recall 
there is named for him. He also 
coached track and field against Jim Thorpe! | will 
appreciate any information about my grandfather. Thank 
you so much. 


Jonathan Morrissey 
Moose32ND@aol.com Easton, PA 


(Emest Click, “48, swam for Captain Morrissey for two 
years and Ed Click, “50, remembers having him for a 
Physical Geography class. According to the 1947 Recall, 
Captain Morrissey passed away 10 November 1946.) 


Interstate signs drew us in 

On a beautiful April day, we decided to drive down 
through the Shenandoah Valley. The dogwoods were in 
full flower as was the redbud all along Route 11. At 
Harrisonburg, we got off of Route 11 and onto Interstate 
81 only to be quickly drawn back by the sign which 
advertised the AMA Museum. 

| want to tell you that we have been to museums large 


and small all over the world and have seen none better 
marked than yours. The displays told poignant stories 
of long ago and not so long ago. We were very 
impressed that a school which is not in operation has 
such loyal alumni to create a masterpiece like your little 
museum. 
Evelyn and Derek Simpson 
Lewes, DE 


An invitation from Stuart Hall 

Greetings to all AMA alums! As Alumnae Director of 
Stuart Hall, | want to invite each of you to visit our web 
site at: www.stuart-hall.org. 

Our Alumnae Weekend in 2007 will be April 13 and 14. 
If you would like to attend (and | hope you do!) just drop 
me an e-mail and | will see to it that you receive an 
invitation. 

By the way, my Dad, Clyde Vaughan Stanley, Jr., 
was an AMA cadet, Class of 1941. 

| look forward to hearing from you, 

Margaret Stanley Wood 
mwood@stuart-hall.org Staunton, VA 
Thank you from a VMI Keydet 

| want you at AMA to understand how crucial your 
scholarship assistance is in enabling me to attend Virginia 
Military Institute. You have helped me open an incredible 
door of opportunity. 

| am from Dallas, one of five children. | had a 4.0 GPA 
all through high school and was linebacker and running 
back on our football team. | am now playing strong safety 
for the Red, White and Yellow, am an economics/ 
business major and plan to take PG work at the 
University of Texas after | graduate from VMI. 

It is the tender generosity of people like you which 
allows young men and women to become a VMI product 
and continue the cycle of supportive care. Thank you so 
very much. 

Cadet Jacob Rochester 
Lexington, VA 


Thanks for The Bayonet 

Please let me thank you for sending The Bayonet to me. 
| thoroughly enjoy all the articles and particularly some of 
the old pictures. | was at AMA with the Pearson Brothers, 
Norman Burton, Max Kunianski, Don Heppner, et al. 

| am presently retired with my wife, Laura, and we enjoy 
our five grandchildren when we see them. Keep up the 
good work. The Bayonet is superb! 

Thomas “Jack” Milstead, Jr., “47 
TMilstead@sc.rr.com Murrells Inlet, SC 
(Thank you, Jack, and thank you also for your generous 
contribution to the AMA Alumni Foundation) 


More thanks from San Salvador 
Just wanted you to know that you are doing a wonderful 
job on The Bayonet. Wish | could have gotten to the re- 
union to see my First Captain Roger Messick. 
Emesto Silva, “52 
Antiguo Cuscatlan, El Salvador 
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ARLT ANNUAL 
AMA ALDI Canes 


Open to all AMA alumni, their families and their friends 


SAILING FROM THE PORT OF MIAMI MONDAY 4 SEPTEMBER, 
RETURNING FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER (FOUR NIGHTS) 
ABOARD THE ROYAL CARIBBEAN "MAJESTY OF THE SEAS" 


Miami to Coco Key, Bahamas (RCCL Private Island); 
Nassau, Bahamas; Key West, Florida; back to Miami 


Prices start at $195 per person for an interior cabin plus port charges and US taxes 
of $141.41 per person. In addition, we are asking for a $50 contribution to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation (to be collected during the cruise). For upgrades, outside 
cabins, etc., contact Alfred Hernandez, Sales Manager, Destination Cruise Center. 
Phone 305/740-9898 or 1/800/537-1221. FAX: 305/740-9808. 

REFER TO THE AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI CRUISE! 


Thanks to Tom DelValle, ‘73. we have been able to secure 
AMERICAN AIRLINES as the official airline of the AMA 
Alumni Cruise. For schedules and bookings, contact 
American at www.aa.com and refer to Code A2096AH. 
You may also phone 1/800/433-1790 but there is a $10 fee 
for phone purchases and a $15 fee if you buy the ticket at an 


airport. No fees if tickets are bought on AA web page! 


Manuel Balbis, 53, AMA Cruise Chairman 
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AS YOU CAN SEE on the bayonet “thermometer” on the facing page, we 
are not meeting our fund raising goals. We have estimated that our annual 
costs are about $125,000 (AMA and VMI Scholarships, salaries and 
benefits, AMA Museum, The Bayonet, et al) and we have a long way to go. 

We DO have a plan and will be ready to roll it out in the next Bayonet. 
In the meantime, we hope you will look into your heart (and your billfold!) 
to see if you can help us NOW. It would be wonderful to be able to report 
in the next issue that we are on track toward making our goal. 

Please don’t read this quickly and forget it. Just like you, AMA has bills 
to pay and we have a reputation for paying on time. Thanks! 


AMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
AMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
FINANCIAL REPORT 


ASSOCIATION 
Opening Balance 1/1/06 2,409.00 
Closing Balance 5/22/06 3,754.00 
(This account is for Reunion) 
PX 
Opening Balance 1/1/06 3,179.00 
Sales and Deposits 9,985.00 
Purchases and Fees -3,349.00 
Transferred to Foundation -5,000.00 
Ending Balance 5/22/06 4,815.00 
ss 
FOUNDATION 
Checking Account 
Opening Balance 1/1/06 4,393.00 
Donations 35,754.00 
Transferred to Planter Money Market -6,050.00 
Expenses Alumni House and Museum -22,598.00 
Closing Balance 5/22/06 11,499.00 
Planters Money Market 20,234.00 
Raymond James Trust Account 
Opening Balance 2/21/06 220,000.00 
Comissions -5,700.00 
Payment -Bayonet & Scholarship -9,862.00 
Final payment from Tredegar 1,184.00 
Balance 3/31/06 205,622.00 
Balance 5/22/06 205,002.00 


Total Foundation Checking, Money Market and Raymond James Trust 236,735.00 


How much is enough? 


That's a question we all ask as we look at our 
household accounts or our businesses. 

How much is enough to make it through the year 
and still have a cushion left over for any emergency? 

The AMA Alumni Foundation supports the AMA 
and VMI Scholarship programs, the AMA Museum 
and The Bayonet. 


We have set a goal of $1 25,000 for 2006. 


As you see in our "Bayonet thermometer’ at right, 
we are very far from that goal and the year is nearly 
half over. 

If we do not reach our goal, there are two un- 
desirable options: 

(1) We can dip into the principal to pay bills. In 
the not very long run, this will bankrupt us, 

OR 

(2) We can cut programs. Reduce hours at the 
Museum (which will cause us to lose the Interstate 
Highway signs that have brought many lost alumni 
back home). We can reduce the number and amount 
of our scholarships. We can cut back The Bayonet 
drastically. 

Just tike your household account or your business, 
we need to operate the Foundation thoughtfully and 
in a fiscally responsible way. 

We still have 19 out of 20 alumni who make no 
contribution at all. Think of that. The gifts of one 
AMA alumnus or friend must make up for 19 gifts we 
don't receive from the rest. Unfortunately, this is not 
unique to AMA. Many other non-profit organizations 
report equally appalling figures. 

If you have not been giving to AMA, won't you 
consider a gift now? And as much as we hate to keep 
going back to the same well, we hope that those of 
you who have been giving can help us again now. 

What did AMA mean to you? 
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$125,000 IS THE 
GOAL FOR 2006 


Graphic by Bob Abrams,'48 
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Messick trom page 14 
flew two aircraft in pairs. If ground fire or mechanical failure 
forced an aircraft down, the second aircraft recovered the 
crew. Two A/C Theory: Two aircraft flying together were 
teasonably safe from ground fire because two aircraft 
indicated a supply mission. It was common knowledge that 
part of all supplies carried ended up in Viet Cong hands, so 
the VC normally didn't shoot at two helicopter formations. 
Ten or more helicopters in formation indicated a possible 
troop haul; a horse of a different color. What we called a 
troop haul would in later Vietnam be known as a combat 
assault. You should understand that in early Vietnam we 
were using helicopters in combat roles for the first time, so 
our terminology was unsophisticated. However, the 
techniques we developed through trial and error would be 
the techniques used when troop hauls became known as 
combat assaults involving fifty or more helicopters. 
From 100 to 3,000 

By the way, in 1962 our company had 16 aircraft and 
there were less than 100 H-21's in country. By 1965, there 
would be well over 3,000 helicopters in Vietnam. The size 
of a troop haul was based on aircraft availability; most of 
the time that would be twelve to fourteen aircraft. We 
averaged three maybe four troop hauls a month, and the 
troops we carried were Vietnamese soldiers or ARVN (Army 
of Vietnam). Each aircraft carried between 14/15 soldiers, 
so to move a full battalion required two round trips. It was 
always the last ten or fifteen kilometers of a troop haul that 
was most exciting. At this point, we would leave altitude 
and fly at tree top level in close formation. With your 
landing gear in and out of trees at 90 knots there's little 
margin for error, and it's definitely no time to read a map. 
To find our landing zones we relied on a high flying 
observation aircraft known as a Bird Dog. Locating landing 
zones (LZs) even with the Bird Dog could sometimes be 
difficult and getting twelve or more aircraft into a small LZ, 
especially under fire, was a test of flight leader skill! Just 
before landing, high performance aircraft would pre-strike 
the landing, so with luck the VC were dead, or decided to 
run. Sometimes they weren't, and sometimes they didn't! 

Radio silence mintained 

The flight leader in addition to finding landing zones, has 
the responsibility to fly a constant airspeed, make shallow 
turns, and keep the flight well informed. Except for 
emergencies, only the flight leader and trail or last aircraft 
talk on the radio. Trail's responsibility is to advise lead 
when the flight is formed, when all aircraft have landed, and 
when all aircraft are empty of troops. Only lead talks with 
the Bird Dog so a good troop haul is quiet! | remember a 
two company operation with 29 aircraft landing in a hot LZ 
where VC ground fire was loud and heavy! That day, | was 
flight leader and after ten seconds on the ground, | heard 
an emphatic "Let's go!” Believing all aircraft were empty, | 
pulled power and started to climb when my crew chief 
asked, “What about these two troops?” | looked back inside 
the aircraft and sure enough there were two ARVN soldiers 
grinning from ear to ear. | asked, "Why didn't you get them 
out?” His reply, "! was throwing them out as fast as | could 
catch them; threw two out at ten feet, these wouldn't go at 


twenty." Vietnamese were not great soldiers, and with any 
shooting they were very reluctant to exit an aircraft. 

Time doesn't allow me to talk about some of the more 
significant events of my early tour. Some were humorous, 
some not, some scary, and some unfortunately sad, but | 
can say to you without reservation, not a single pilot or 
crew member questioned why we were in Vietnam. We 
believed being there was proper, we felt our mission was 
important, we took pride doing that mission to the best of 
our ability. Morale was high, leadership good, and our 
understanding of long range objective was like looking 
through a large picture window. From our perspective 
things were going well and progress was being made. 

Things began to change 

Then, things changed! In late December 62, my company 
the 81 in the area of Tuy Hoa, and again in early January 
1963, a sister company (the 93%) in the Mekong Delta, 
experienced the beginning of a definite change in Viet Cong 
philosophy. Instead of high tailing when helicopters landed, 
the VC stood and fought. It was the January operation, later 
known as the battle of Ap Bac, that was more significant 
because it subsequently changed U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam! 

This is what happened. On January 3%, a joint air and 
ground operation took place southwest of Saigon in an area 
thought to be a Viet Cong headquarters. The plan was for 
two companies of ARVN soldiers to land by helicopter while 
two companies of ARVN soldiers in Armored Personnel 
Carriers formed blocking positions. Fifteen helicopters were 
involved. While landing five were shot down, three 
destroyed. American crews and ARVN soldiers were pinned 
down in rice patties under heavy fire. The Vietnamese 
Armored Personnel Commander, even under pressure from 
his American advisor refused to commit his forces, and 
before air support arrived, the helicopter troops suffered 
heavy casualties while the VC disappeared without any 
apparent loss. This operation shook Washington badly and 
it became a major factor in the decision to commit 
American forces and take control of the war. You might find 
it interesting to read Neil Sheehan's Pulitzer winning book 
A Bright and Shining Lie that describes in detail how we 
blundered so deeply into Vietnam. 

My second tour began in 1965 with the First Calvary 
Division flying Chinooks. To say Vietnam was different 
would be an understatement of gigantic proportions! There 
were now major military installations throughout the country. 
Our equipment was the latest and greatest. No longer did 
we transport ARVN soldiers, only Americans. Combat 
assaults with 50 or more helicopters were routine. Cargo 
helicopters like the Chinook transported artillery and heavy 
supplies day and night, and a normal Chinook load 
returning to home base carried body bags inside, and shot 
up helicopters below. Orders from higher headquarters 
were always followed, but not always understood. At times, 
command decisions made little or no sense, and that large 
picture window of understanding was now the size of a port 
hole. Leadership seemed indecisive. The anti-military 
movement back home caused morale to decline, and many 
began to question why we were there. The Paris Peace 
Talks were making little or no progress, while the war 


continued to kill thousands of American men and women. 
Year after year the situation continued to deteriorate until 
finally in frustration and defeat, our last combat forces were 
withdrawn in 1973. 

America’s first loss! 

America's first loss! My Theory here is: The Military did 
not lose the Vietnam war, we were not allowed to win it! 
We had the power to win, we had the people to win, we 
had the equipment to win. So why didn't we win? | believe 
acontributing factor was modern communications. Consider 
this. In World War One, military commanders made 
decisions not received in Washington for maybe a week. In 
World War Two, commanders made decisions not known 
about in Washington for three or four days. In Korea, it was 
maybe two days, but in Vietnam, our communications were 
so improved that we watched the war on the nightly news. 

Washington now had the capability to direct military 
actions instantaneously, and much like what's happening in 
lraq today, they began directing the war from 12,000 miles 
away. Therefore, Vietnam was the beginning of the end of 
military commanders making battlefield decisions, and the 
beginning of armchair direction from back home. Vietnam 
was the beginning of the end of American pride in our 
military forces, and the beginning of slurs, name calling, 
and back turning towards personnel in uniform. Vietnam 
was the beginning of the end of young Americans coming 
forward in the time of need, and the beginning of draft card 
burning, flag burning, and deserting the country. Vietnam 
was the beginning of the end of tradition in our country and 
the beginning of a selfish attitude, "if it feels good do it. So 
what?" Our country has suffered more from Vietnam than 
not winning the war! Vietnam started the downward spiral 
that today has made us a country of self serving me'ism, 
bad manners, limited ethics, and low morals! 

Proposes Compulsory Military Service 

Itis my opinion and | strongly believe Compulsory Military 
Service for every nineteen year old will reverse this down- 
ward spiral. No school deferments, no payoffs, and no 
political pull. Every nineteen year old! | am convinced it will 
be military service that will provide direction, structure, 
discipline, and value for our youth, something some parents 
can not, or are not willing to provide. And it will be military 
service that will give our younger generations the 
appreciation for what makes freedom free. 

Unfortunately, AMA is both a victim and casualty of the 
Vietnam War, and because of Vietnam, our school no 
longer exists. With anti-military feelings as strong as they 
were, it's easy to see how many fine schools were forced 
to close, but for those of us who were privileged to be part 
of the AMA experience, the ethics and values we learned 
will always be with us! Our much admired Colonel Charles 
Roller and his brother Colonel Tom Roller took over AMA 
in the early 1900's with the idea of helping young boys 
become adult men, | hope, somewhere up high, they know 
they have been successful! 

The real tragedy of AMA is that young men, and possibly 
young women can no longer have the opportunity to 
experience what we hold dear in our hearts! Yes, the 
physical AMA has gone, but the spiritual AMA will remain 
as long as there are living graduates, sons and daughters, 
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grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. In other words, It's 
in our future generations that AMA will continue to exist! 
“Hero” has lost all meaning 
Today, the word hero is used so loosely it has lost all 
meaning. We call pro athletes heroes, and we have 
elevated movie stars to hero status when some should be 
escorted from the country. Heroes are not millionaire 
athletes using steroids and abusing drugs, and heroes don't 
use movie screen popularity as a platform to criticize and 
berate our country. Heroes are common everyday people 
like firefighters and police officers willing to risk their life 
protecting others. Heroes are teachers, church leaders, and 
volunteers who strive to make our communities better. 
Heroes believe in tradition, respect our flag, and obey our 
laws, and heroes are those willing to serve their country in 
the time of need, they don't burn draft cards and they don't 
run to Canada. True heroes, are the men and women who 
have lost their lives serving in our country's military forces, 
and AMA in both Korea and Vietnam, just as it did in World 
War Two, has had its share of true heroes! 
(Here, Messick was joined by Korean veteran Clyde 
Ramsey, “49, and the two read the Honor Roll of Augusta 
men who were killed in Korea and Vietnam) 
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Cadet ERNEST MICHAEL BEAUCHANP, °60, died while 
serving his country in Vietnam, 4 March 1967. 

Cadet THOMAS EDWARD CARNEGIE, °61, died while 
serving his country in Vietnam, 18 April 1968. 

Cadet WALTER LLOYD DROSD, °66, died while serving 
his country in Vietnam, 28 May 1968. 

Cadet DAVID HERBERT ELMAN, ‘63, died while serving 
his country in Vietnam, 30 March 1966. 

Cadet AARON ZANE HOWARD GLAZAR, “62, died 
while serving his country in Vietnam, 23 Sept 1968. 

Cadet OTIS G. GORDON, JR, “46, died while serving his 
country in Vietnam, 19 November 1964. 

Cadet LAWRENCE DOUGLASS GREENE, °61, died 
while serving his country in Vietnam, 30 Jan 1968. 

Cadet FREDERICK SPRIGG HAYS, JR, °46, died while 
serving his country in Korea, 22 September 1952. 

Cadet JEFFREY KAY HOAGLAND, ‘64, died while 
serving his country in Vietnam, 24 April 1969. 

Cadet JOHN CHARLES HOSKEN, ‘66, 
serving his country in Vietnam, 24 March 1970. 

Cadet CHARLES VANDERBILT LANG, ‘59, died while 
serving his country in Vietnam, 12 Sept 1970. 

Cadet NEIL KIRK MaclVER, °61, died while serving his 
country in Vietnam, 29 May 1963. 

Cadet CHARLES KENNETH MORAN, JR, ‘50, died 
while serving his country in Vietnam, 25 Feb 1965. 

Cadet JOHN RAHILY RHODES, JR, “47, died while 
serving his country in Korea, 21 July 1953. 

Cadet GLOYD ELWOOD ROSEN, JR, °51, died while 
serving his country in Korea, 7 October 1952. 
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died while 


CALL OUT OUR NAMES AS THE YEARS GO BY. 
REMEMBER US AND WE SHALL NEVER DIE. 
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Are you a 
proud parent? 


If so, tell us about your son 
or daughter — or grandchild or 
great-grandchild. 

It is amazing to read about 
what some of the daughters 
and sons of AMA alumni are 
doing from serving in Iraq to 
writing books to excelling at 
athletics. 

Your classmates would like 
to share your pride in your 
offspring! That's why we have 
a feature called "Parental 
Pride." (page 47) In this issue, 
you can read about the son of 
Colonel Larry Nicholson, *75, 
who joined his Dad for a tour 
of duty in Iraq. 

Tell us what your kids and 
grandkids are doing! Volun- 
teering at a soup kitchen? 
Holding a unique job? Raising 
a big family? Let us know. 
Inquiring minds want to know! 


Numbers you'll need 


AMA ALUMNI HOUSE/MUSEUM 
1640 Lee Highway — P. O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, Virginia 24437-0100 
AMAAIumniHouse@aol.com 
Phone 540/248-3007 
FAX 540/248-4533 


SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO: 
P.O. BOX 100, FORT DEFIANCE 24437 


AMA HOME PAGE 
http://www.AMAAIumni.org 
E-mail: bj@bjdorsay.com 


STORIES AND PHOTOS 
FOR THE BAYONET 
1460 Crocker Drive 
El Dorado Hills, California 95762 
AMABayonet@aol.com 
FAX: 916/939-8162 


SHE'S AN ARTIST TOO! - In addition to everything else she does so well, Joyce 
Zinkhan is a wonderful artist. An oil she did of the AMA Alumni House/Museum was 
presented to the AMA Foundation by Joyce (Mrs. Ben, “60) during the reunion. 
Holding the painting are AMA Alumni Association President Garry Granger, ‘71, and 
AMA Alumni Foundation Chairman Goodloe Saunders, ‘57. And Joyce? She was in 
North Carolina with a brand new grandbaby! 


A DVD of all the goings on at the 
reunion. Roller Rifles, Founder's Day, 
Awards Banquet, Saturday Luncheon, 

familiar faces, familiar places, full color 
and sound, edited for quality 


So 


Shot by a Fort Defiance High School student and lovingly 
edited by Luke Snyder, “lo. Purchase from the AMA PX, 
P.0. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24431-0100. 

The entire $10 goes to the AMA Alumni Foundation! 


“thes 


FOUNDER'S DAY - Linda Roller Livick delivers 
the Founder's Day address. 

FOUR/FIFTHS OF THE 1971 COLOR GUARD - Yes, 80 per cent Photo by Jim Mitchell, °76 
of the 1971 AMA Color Guard was at Reunion 2006: Dr. Richard | % 


Whitaker, Scott Rosensteen, Willis Walker and Blaine Clarke. So, 
where was John Paul? —_ 
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LINE OF LATINOS - At the Saturday night dinner - 


" Sergio Femandez, ‘58, Jorge Rovirosa, °70, Al 
_ Zayas, 72, Humberto Perez, ‘56, Victor Gomez, ‘69. 


AW, SHUCKS - Jack White, ‘69, 
brings oysters to the reunion 
every year. Here, he shucks a 
few for the reunion goers. 


OF COURSE, HE WONI - Look at 
i all the tickets Steve Trent, “70, 
h bought for the Tower of Power. 
1h Alumni President Garry Granger, 


i “71, approves. S 
‘ . S REMEMBERING - AMA Chaplain Frank Spencer, 
PI 
= PE ee oo eee “49, prepares to read the names of those who 
BILLBOARD - Garry Granger, died since the last reunion as a Mary Baldwin 


“71, is ready for Roller Riders! cadet stands guard with Old Glory. 
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Korea, Vietnam updates 


Since publishing the list of AMA 
alumni who were in uniform during the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars, these ad- 
ditional names have been sent in. To 
add your name to the list or to make 
any change to your listing in the 
Spring 2006 Bayonet, please contact: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com, or snail 
mail to: P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, 
VA 24437-0100. 
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KOREA 


Allen Tomlin, °48 
Donald Ritz, °47 
Thomas Hughes, °51 
William Rubush, *49 
John Fox, “54 
Victor Muncy, °47 
Robert Sayre, “51 
Robert "Bobby" Rhea, °47 
Cole Sandridge, “52 
Thomas Milstead, *46 
Alex Kozma, “50 
Benjamin Lindsay, °51 
Douglas Nemier, °49 


VIETNAM 


Forbes Braithwaite, “66 
Richard Lassiter, “66 
Edward Wright, °66 
Donald Ritz, “47 
David Rackley, °71 
Frederick Womer, “58 
Steven Durst, ‘60 
Charles Pascale, “69 
Richard Smail, “67 
William Blakely, “69 
Richard May, “62 
Michael Nolan, *67 
Gregory Duran, *73 
Thomas Forrer, “67 
Dean Burns, “63 


Larry Nicholson tom page 49 
and develop. There is never enough 
time in a day to see the Marines and 
the Iraqis but | do my best. 

This is not the war you see on TV. Itis 
far more calm and there is much more 
cooperation than is shown on TV where 
violence is portrayed. While | have had 
a number of casualties from mortar 
attacks and roadside bombs, it does not 
deter us from our daily mission. 

| walk the streets of Fallujah and talk 


with shop owners, hand out candy and 
soccer balls to the kids, and occasion- 
ally direct attacks on insurgent safe- 
houses and strong points. The enemy is 
right in amongst the people and un- 
fortunately still intimidates many from 
working with us. | have seen amazing 
progress since | left in March of 2005, 
but there is still much work to do. 


| want everyone back home 
to know that any packages 
sent to my Marines will be 
greatly appreciated (see page 
12 for address). 

When you send a package, 
include a note to tell them 
that you are proud of them 
for the job they are doing for 


our country. 
Thank you very much. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 
Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 


Debtor's rights, including Bankruptcy. 


dohn T. Bell '54 


Bell Tower Building 
101 West Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 
Fax: (301) 279-7755 


Missouri Military 
Academy offers a 
$5,000 scholarship 
to AMA offspring 


Have you wished that your son or 
grandson or great-grandson could 
have the AMA experience? 

Missouri Military Academy (MMA) is 
a school so very similar to Augusta. It 
was founded after the Civil War by a 
Virginian and has had a series of 
educators from Virginia running the 
school over the years. It is an all-male 
military prep school located in Mexico, 
Missouri — just half an hour from the 
University of Missouri at Columbia and 
a couple of hours from St. Louis. 

MMA is one of America’s leading 
prep schools, rich in tradition, strong 
in its values, yet progressive and 
dynamic. The Academy has been 
designated by the U.S. Department of 
Education as one of the nation's 
Exemplary Private Schools. 

MMA emphasizes solid academic 
performance and attention to the in- 
dividual student. It offers a faculty, 
facilities, programs and the environ- 
ment that inspire young men to reach 
their full potentials. They have an 
eleven to one student-teacher ratio 
and a full program of athletics. 

One thing more: they are offering 
the son, grandson, great-grandson, 
etc. of an AMA alumnus a $5,000 
scholarship! And that's not all: if the 
young man 
can show a 
need, the 
scholar- 
ship can be 
thousands 
more! Fora 
catalog, 
write to the 
address at 
the top of 
the opposite 
page, or 
telephone - 
toll free - 
1/800/564- 
6662 and 
ask for 
Colonel 
Pa. al 
Gillette. 


www.mma-cadetorg 204 Grand Ave., Mexico, Missouri 65265 (573) 581-1776 


Now enrolling for the Fall and Winter terms. Call today for information. 


LOOK Missouri Military Academy is 

: an all-male boarding school for 
students in grades 6-12 and 
A C T post-graduate studies. With 


dedicated master instructors, 


MMA teaches skills needed for 
STUDY success: good study habits, 

personal discipline and ethical 
behavior. 


A $5,000 scholarship grant is available to a son, grandson, 
great-grandson, etc. of an AMA alumnus to attend 
Missouri Military Academy. 

See opposite page for more details. 
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A GOOD SIGN - Wayne Thompson, “61, had been 
“lost” for some time, but driving down I-81 he saw 
the signs for the AMA Museum. Wayne says he had 
two brothers who also attended Augusta as day 
students. He is shown above with his wife and his 
mother-in-law in the Recall section of the museum. 


CAN YOU VOLUNTEER AT OUR MUSEUM ON 
A WEEKEND DAY SO THAT OUR FAITHFUL 
VOLUNTEERS CAN HAVE A DAY OFF? 

IF SO, PLEASE CALL 540/248-3007 SO YOU 
CAN BE SCHEDULED. THANK YOU! 


Let our creative staff at Mid Valley Press help you work out 
all the details and complete your project right on schedule 


(800) 248-5746 


a 
MID VALLEY PRESS 
(540) 248-5300 © Fax: (540) 248-5302 
46 Laurel Hill Rd ¢ P.O. Box 998 ¢ Verona, Virginia 24482 
mvpart@adelphia.net * mvpsales@adelphia.net 


EATING OUT - Part of the South Florida alumni group who 
enjoyed dinner together in May. L. to r., Burt Glick, ~70, 
Manuel Balbis, “53, Brock Wagner, “67, and Jack May, °68. 


South Floridians plan social affairs 


A group of AMA alumni in South Florida continue to party and 
plan other AMA related events. After Tracy and Luis Iglesias, 
°75, hosted a dinner at Frankie's Pier 5 in Hallandale before the 
reunion, Diane and Burt Glick, °70, arranged for a May dinner at 
the Knife Steakhouse, also in Hallandale. Vicki and Brock 
Wagner, °67, Trudy and Doug Pennock, °72, and Doug, Junior, 
and Jack May, “68, attended for the first time. 

The alumni and their wives discussed the September AMA 
Caribbean Cruise (see ad on page 65) with Tour Chairman 
Manuel Balbis, °53, telling the group that American Airlines Vice 
President Tom DelValle, °73, has made American the official 
airline of the AMA Cruise. 

The group was also proud of the message from Colonel Larry 
Nicholson, °75, that a package for the Marines in his command 
received from the Floridians was “the biggest and most elaborate 
care package we have ever seen.” 

Glick volunteered to organize another fund raising event for 
AMA at a Florida Marlins game later this summer. 


SCOTT ROSENSTEEN, °71, still lives in Maryland, is still 
in the furniture business and still feels the pain from his 
motorcycle accident several years ago. He was there to see 
the Roller Riders off on their adventure on the Sunday after 
the reunion but didn't travel with them. 


BILL DICKINSON, °49, retired from the Army at the rank 
of lieutenant colonel 14 years ago. "! got bored and so 
moved back to Allentown, PA where | am Director of 
Development for the Allentown Rescue Mission." 


CORRECTION - In the listing of AMA alumni who served in 
the military during the Korean War (Spring 2006 Bayonet), 
the incorrect class years were listed by some names. The 
following Korean War era veterans are all from the Class 
of 1953: Orosman "Ozzie" Ferro, Ronnie Mahanes, 
Franklin Shiplett, Tommy Simmons and Lee Trinkle. 
Thanks to Ozzie for catching the mistakes. 
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CLASS CLOWN - The picture was taken 76 years ago in front of Big Barracks. The year was 1930 and the Corps 
is decked out in overcoats with red capes turned back. A formal picture. But then look at the back row. The next 
to the end cadet on the right. Check the smile on his face and note the hat of the cadet just in front of him. In case 
you thought there were only class clowns in your day, guess again. And who told the cadet on the front row, 
center, to have his hands in front of him rather than standing at attention? A question for the ages... 


Pe 


AUGUSTA—Mi4ulitary Academy 


A MODERN school with a country location in the famous Shenandoah Vally of Virginia. 
Endorsed by Virginia Military Institute and other universities. Army officers detailed by 
the War Department. Junior R. O. T. C. Absolutely fireproof barracks. All modern improvements. 


Splendid athletic field. 300 acres. Cadet band of 24 pieces. Able faculty of college men. Small 

lasses and individual instruction. Supervised athletics. Rifle range and target practice under 
personal supervision. Enrollment limited to275.Boys from 26 States and 5 foreign countries last year. 
Sixty Second session begins September och —Member of the Association of Military Colleges and Schools of the United 


rates.—For catalog address Col. T. J. Roller or Maj. C. S. Roller, Jr., Prins., Fort Defiance, Virginia, 


WEST POINT AD FROM 1928 - The advertisement above appeared in the 1928 Howitzer, the yearbook for the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. AMA alumnus Kent Nourse, °24, graduated from The Point that year. 


Jim Kilgour, 64, weathers the 
hurricane in New Orleans 


He lives in the oldest part of the Crescent City on the 


high ground around the French Quarter, there- 
fore Jim Kilgour, “64, was spared the killer 
flooding in New Orleans which came on the 
heels of Hurricane Katrina. 

"We stayed in the city after the hurricane 
passed but left three days later in an armed 
caravan," he recalls. "It was amazing and 
frightening to see how thin the veneer of civili- 
zation is. Looting was terrible with a number of 
New Orleans police caught stealing cars from 
dealerships. Most of those stolen vehicles are 
still missing." 

Kilgour said also that even some National 
Guardsmen were caught stealing from a Lowes 
Building Supply unaware that security cameras 
running on battery backup had filmed their mis- 
deeds. "You could hear gunfire all around you,” 
he says, “and kids were racing city buses 
through the streets and crashing them into 
parked cars and buildings. It was pretty scary.” 

Kilgour had retired from the Veterans Admin- 
istration on 18 August of 2006, just before the 
hurricane arrived. He is now teaching nursing at 
Charity School of Nursing in the Big Easy. In 


addition, his family owns a bar in the French Quarter 
which had water damage and broken windows after 
having been looted. Kilgour came back to New Orleans 


with two trucks full of beer and other alcoholic drinks and 


a nine cubic foot freezer full of ice. They also brought a 


generator and an ample supply of diesel fuel to power it. 


wk 


Kilgour with the pipes that 
got him in trouble at AMA. 
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Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation newsletter 


"We cleaned up the bar and had it open 
even before we had a place to stay. 
First things first! The bar is now going 
as strong as ever. Slowly, the old city is 
coming back to life. Its population is only 
about half of what it was and in many 
ways that is good... Some of the old 
communities are probably gone forever" 

Kilgour is now back in his home which 
is still in the middle of repairs. The 
house had damage from falling trees but 
is habitable. 

Jim came to AMA from Concord, 
California. He was a second lieutenant 
his senior year and was on Colonel 
Hoover's fencing team, but probably he 
is best remembered for his bagpipes. 

"| had to empty all the trash cans in 
Big Barracks for taking a bet and playing 
the pipes on the stoops in the middle of 
study hour,” he recalls. 


Contact Jim at: Schieling2@aol.com 
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